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PREF ADE 


7 O this my ſecond attempt to appear as an author, 
Jam encouraged by tht apt circumſtances of 
time. : 


1 HAVE not vanity enough to reu%: myſelf in the 
eminent dignity of an HiisTORIan : No; Caudid Reader, 
1 only beg of you to regard me as a diligent Compiler, and 
faithful Tranſlator. | 


AS a foreigner, it cannot be expected that I fpould ex- 
cel in elegance of compoſition, or corretineſs of innguage 
eſpecially in a tongue, whoſe idiom, or thograp*y, connexion 
and pronunciation are, of all others, the moſt d:fficuit and 
uncouth to the ear and powers of articulation in ſtrangers ; 
I (pereſore requej} the critics not to caſt too ſevere a cenſure 
on the garb in which this work is cloathed, 


THIS petition will, I hope, be the more readily 
granted, when 1 aſſure the public, that not ihe leaſt alſiſt- 
ance Whatever bas been given me. | 


pM Y Intredufion has inſenfibly grown lengthy; but as 
i1 was in a great meaſure ne eſſary to ſhew the origin of 4 
People, who ſe deſperuteiy aſſerted their rights, the prolixity 
became unavoidable, | 


T HE latter part of that intreduction wiil likewiſe 


f2ewy, that the ſeeds of this great revolution were ſown 
RENT much 


1 


nuch earlier than is commonly thought , ever ſince the uſur- 
pation of the Burgundian dukes, that houſe attempied (by 
gentle encroachments) to make the yoke imperceptible. May 
the dreary examp es through which I lead you be a comfort 
Zo you ( reſpeted Americans) who are ſo highly favored by 
Providence, as in all appearance to obtain the glorious 
bleſſings contended for, with infinite leſs trouble and bard- 
ſhips, than fell to the lot of thoſe heroes, whoſe ſufferings 
in freedom”s cauſe are exhibited in this work : And if any 
t flon (however ſmall) is afforded by it, my ſaiisfatiton will 
be oye, 


MA Heaven ſmile on your virtuous firuggles. and 
ve you a laſting and ꝑlorious name among ihe nations, is 
tbe very ſincere prayer f 


THE AUTHOR, 


HarTrORD, Sep. 
30, 1778. 


* RA AT A. Vol. I. 


Page lxxi. of Iro Hox, line 6, for lord Voorn, read lord 
. of VeoRNn. 
to. of the Worx, line 4, from the bottom, for conſeſſors, r. 
profeilois. 
14, ſecond raragraph, for 1650, r. 1c60. 
15. fourth prag. for 1554 r. 1564. 
74. Latin vcric, for Fier ATA, r. PIs Tul. 


INTRODUCTION. 


"T TIE anpals cf time ja every nation have been ſo 
du figur de hy tab hous tradition, that the real 
orig in ort the greater part of the European people re- 
main Cc: nc«aled trom our knowledge; and whatever 
fome fond writers have adyanced on this head, eſpe- 
cialiy ab ui the firſt «ftabliſhmene of the northern 
comm .niti:s, borders very much on the reveries of 
au int ne mind,» 8 ; 


THe Belgic nations, like th-ir prouder neighbors, 
have bad their æra of fictions; they a e not defti- 
tute of au hots who inſiſt on their deſcent from a Do- 
rin colony planted in this part of the world by Her- 
cu es; and others who have found a certain Agrammis 
he uſu. ped the kingdom of Pharraſia on the Ganges, 
in India, trom its righ ful heir Friſo, ſon of king Adel, 
Wh was killed by his chirurgeon; Friſo thus become 
an exile, fi-l}owed for ſome time the victorious for- 
tuns of Alexander the Great, atterwards embarked 
to cther with his brothers Saxo and Bruno, and 

th ir attendants, on board of twenty-four ſhips ; after 
much fatigue and many diſaſters, they by ſome means 
found their way either round or through Aa, Eu- 
rep, and perhaps Africa, into the Zuider ſea, where 
A ; they 
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they built the city of Stovoren, three hundred and 
thirteen yea!s bete the chriſtian ra. Other inven- 
tions of equal authority ate not a few to be found 
among the viſionary claſs of ſcriblers. 


Sven tales may anſwer to be ſtill transferred to 
poſterity in oral relation, but are certainly beneath 
the dignity of the hiſtorian, who pens for the inftruc- 
tion of the prelent enlightened generation, and we 
may hope their more enlightened lucceſſors. 


To pleaſe the lovers of remote antiquity it may not 
be amiſs to mention that the Teutonic branch of the 
Cel:& are by the Jewiſn writers named Aſtenazim, 
which ſeems to point out that we may with ſome cer- 
tuinty rely on the origin of theſe people to be from 
Akencs the fon of Comer. the fon of Japbet. 


Nor with more certainty ve can trace irom ſundry 
. in Pompenias ela, Julius Cſar and Plim, 
that the pretent geography of the Netherlands differs 
little from the p ion alcribed to it in the time of 
theſe writers, unicis it be that the channels which 
divide the iſlands before the coaſt from the continent 
are now become deeper, and that ſome of the ſands 


now covered in the Zuidey tea by theſe writers called 


Flevas and Hletio were in thoſe days low flats through 
which the Romans frequently marched their troops 
having bridges of communication over the channels 


between them, 
Amows the many tribes which Cæſar enumerates 


in his Comment. de Neils Gallico as a confederacy of the 


Bz/gii, I cannot wich great exactneſs aſſign a prope 
ſituation 


3 
ſituation in the preſent Netber/ay7 5, except to the 
Nerwi, Merini, a and Mori; the firſt about Tor {7 7799, the 
ſecond in Flanders, the third * tiy in Flanders and 
partly in Brabant, between the Miene and Scheid, the 
iiles of Zetlund, a part of Cologne within the Rhine, aad 
that part of Holland where Grert vydenbire and Seven- 
bergen now itand ; ſome of the others, as the Surſſones 
now Soiſſans, and the Bellroaei nov. Bearvsifin, are oP 
perly the inhabitants of a part ef modern France 


THar theſe people were very rumerous appears 
from Czſar's Bello. Gall. for he makes the army of the 
confederate Belgi to conſiſt cr three hundred and 
eigbteen thouſand men. 


Tur principal of the nations inhabiting the Netber- 
lands were the antient H; they bounded on the 
middlemoſt branch of the Rhine, being ſituate in 
thoſe parts of Saut Heiland and Utrecht which lie on 
the north ſide of that river to where it empties into 
the occan by Katwyck. (DU Emmius, Lib. 1. Rer. 
Friſic.) They pofſeſitd all Nori Holland, that part of 
Gelderland where Hardirwik and E. burg now ſtand ; 
alio that part of Over ſel where we now fee Campen, 
Vollenbove, Meppel, and Sjeemzyk : One half of the county 
of Dreute; belides the whole of Meſt- Frieſland to the 
river Emus: Their ſouth- eaſt bounds were the Marſa- 
ti and Hrudteri, poſſeſſing Munfier and Gelderland. 
Berg and Fuliers On the ſouth they had the Batavi 
at preſent the Hollanders of the ſouth; and to the 
north they were divided frem the Chauci and Cheruſct, 
antient inhabitants of Onabrug and Bremen by the 
Eins: they were again ſubdivided into the greater 

and 


N 
N and le ſſer Frißi, the firſt inhabiting to the caſt, arid 
the latter to the weſt of the river Vert, which river is 
an am of the Rhine and diſembogues by Muvden into 
th Zuider fea, 


Tusk people were always noted me-chants, as 
appears from the account of the great iraffick whicn 
centered in the harbour of Manarmanis in Friſia Mag- 
na upwards of ſeventeen centuries ago, and according 
to Albert a Stade trade continu d giea'ly to floui i 
at th ſame place as late as A D. 1150, 


Nox were they leſs famed for martial virtue; they 
diſdained to imitate their neareſt neighbours the Ba- 
tavi in being called brethren and allies to the Romans, 
conſidering this lofty title as a flimſy covering for a 
real ftate of ſlavery to Italian ambittou z well know- 
ing that the Romans under the appearance of being 
the protectors of liberty, oppreſſed freedom every 
where; and by a ſpecious ſhew of alliance granted 
to the conquered, theſe were induced to become in- 
ſtruments in the hands of the conquerors to the de- 
ſpoiling of others; the F7i/i judged it ſcandalous to 
aſſiſt theſe mighty robbers in the accompliſhment of 
their deſire for univerfal ſway. 


In thoſe days nothing was more commen than for 

a whole people to be drove out of their poſſeſſions by 
another ſtronger tribe, of which all Gallia and Ger- 
mania furniſh numberleſs inſtances. We find the 
Suevi driving before them them the Mipetes and Tench- 
teri, who in their turn at the ſame time diſldged the 
leſs numerous Menapi from their habitations. Cæſar 
Comment l. 4. Again we find the Marſati changing 
their 


1 

their abode from a ſimilar caute, and the Catti ex: 
pelling the ii, befides other numerous inſtances too 
Many to be here remembered, 


Nor ſo the Fr iſi, they deferided their rights, pris 
vileges and country, if not with ſuperior valor, yet 
with better fortune, for they not only remained in 
their old inheritance, but frequently enlarged their 
frontiers, 


Ox of the moſt noted act ions of theſe people we 
find related by Tacitus ; I mean their revolt againſt 
Oleunius on account of the oppreſſions of that chief. 


Tu paſſage is worthy of rt lation the more becauſe 
it is one of thoſe hinted at above, as being illuſtrative 
of the little alteration of the natural face of this coun- 
try ſince Cæſar's time, 


Tux foldiers who had the guard at the cuſtom 
* houſe were taken away and hung on a gallows. 
« Olennius eſcaped the fury of theſe enraged people 
« by getting into the fort Flevam, where the ſhores 
„ were guarded by a numerous body of Roman citi- 
« Zens and allies, Notice being ſent hereof to Lucius 
« Apronius, prætor in lower Germany, he immediate- 
« ly ordered the legions from the upper part of that 
“ country to join him, together with a] the auxili- 
« ary horſe and foot; with theſe two armies he de- 
“ ſcended the Rhine, but on his arrival the inſurgents 
« had raiſed the ſicge, and retired for their own de- 
« fence, whereupon he raiſed ſome banks and cauſe- 
* ways on the neighbouring flats, with bridges be- 


* tween them, having found 1ume ſhallows the ca- 
e Witie 
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© nireſate horſe and all the Germans who ſerved un- 


©« ger us were ordered to ford theſe in order to at- 
* tack the enemy's rear.“ 
L 


From the numerous guards of Roman citizens and 
allies on the coaſt near tis Llevam it appears that it 
ſtood at the mouth of that arm of the Rhine which 
Druſus had dug by Deventer and Campen, and perhaps 
the tower St. Brandarius viſible from the iſland Schel- 
ling is a remains thereof. Apronius being in winter 
quarters at Santa deſcended the rivers Rhize and Na- 
balia, and croſſed the bay Vlevus to the fort of the 


ſame name with intent to raiſe the ſiege thereof by the 


Fifi, but the enemy was gone, no doubt to the con- 


tinent of Frioſland; to follow them there, it became 
neceſſary that Apronius laid cauſeways over the next 
flats, which are now the ſands between the iſland 
Schelling and the Friſian coaſt in ſight of Harlingen, 
between which ſhoals the two channels at preſent diſ- 
tinzuiſhed by the names of Coggen deep and the Krom- 
me Balg i. e. the Crocked Gut, obliged him to make 
uſe of bridges, although ſome ſhallows were found 
which were forded by the canineſates. But the 
event of this purfuit was, that the Fi retiring be- 
fore Apronius to the entrance of the wood Badaenna, 
formerly ſicuate in the preſent diſt rict of Sevenwolden, 
there gave him fo rough a reception that out of thir- 
teen hundred troops with Wich he had croſſed this 
dangerous paſſage, nine hyndred remained on the 
field : after this ſignal defeat he retreated to a farm 
then known by the name of Crupsorices where the re- 
maining four hundred mutually deſtroyed cach other. 


Tux 
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Tur Chanci formerly inhabiting the country be- 
tween the Ems and Hlbe, bounded by HHrcinian 
foreſt, and the Ca: in part united the mſelves to the 
Sicambri near the Rhine; theſe having long withſtood 
the furious attacks of the Goths, Vandals and Hanes, 
as well as the Roman attempts to fubdue them, at laſt 
paſſed the Ri ine, and valiently attacked Callia: ob- 
taining the ſovere: gnty of that county, they about 
the time of Decius aſſumed the name of Frans, which 
as well as Friſii is a name expreſſive of the liberty 
they had ſo conſtantly defended and maintained. 


Tur remaining Chauci being at length obliged to 
ſhare the common fate of almoſt all Germany, in  yield- 
ing to the growing oppreſſions of the Saxen power, 
left their country and again joined the Friſi from 


whom they originally proceeded. 


From this time the name of Friſi became common 
to all the people from the middle branch of the Kh:ne 
to the river Elle and the confines of Denmark along 
the ocean; nay, they even extended themſelves to 
the iſland of the Bataui, calling it bytheir name: ex- 
cept a ſmall part in the upper Beswe which retain- 


ed the name of Batavia. 


Tur Friſii now united themſelves with a part of 
the Saxons, and became formidable on the ocean, their 
ports affording them opportunity to make frequeat 
excurſions, till at length in the year 449 they threw 
themſelves into Britain under the conduct of the bro- 
thers Horſa and Heng iſt, when they were ſo ſucceſsful 
that the original inhabitants left them the open coun- 
try, betaking them ſclves ta the mountains of Wales. 

Tran 
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THAT theſe adventurers were chiefly Friſii ſeems 
indicated by the near reſemblance of the Engliſh and 
Friſian tongues, which affinity is even at this day 
more conſpicuous than between the Saxon and Engliſh. 
Ludgerus an antient writer on ecclefiaitic matters here, 
was a cotempora y oi Hlebrod and his companions, 
ſo that he muſt have been well iaformed when he ſays 
** Theſe holy doctors being born in England of the 
* Friſian race, were the better capabie of teaching 
* the goſpel trurhs in this country on account of 
<« their affinity of lunguage:“ And in anther place 
he ſays, © £*ibert thirited for the ſalvation of all 
«« mankind, but eſpecially that of the Frifii and Saxons 
* from whom the Engliſh are deſcended,” 


AFTER this incurſion into Br tain, hiſtory is long 
filent or uncertain concerning theſe people; it only 
remains evident that both Fri and vaxons irreconci- 
liable enemies of the Rm int, having at length ru- 
ined all the Roman po er and authority in theſe parts, 
they fell on the Batavi on account of their Roman 
alliance, obliging chem to accept of the Friſan name 
and protection. | 0 ps 


Tatis new acquiſition of ſtrength incuced them 
ſometimes to carry the war beyond their own fron- 
tiers, and now their growing power became obnoxi- 
ous to the Fran, whole ſucceisful arms having be- 
come the terror ot all Germany and Gaul ; they could 
not bear to hehold th- ſucceſs of tncir founders, but 
forgetting their near alliance, they conſidered them as 
dangerous rivals, 5 


Tur conſequences of this emulation were bloody 
| | Wars 


5 

wars between theſe two valient peop'e, til at length 
the reception of chriſtianity by the Hriſſi {-rt on foot a 
reconciliation and coalition of the two nations, the 
then reigning King of the Frank; had the voluntary 
grant of the united crowns given him; but very li- 
mited prerogatives were granted by the Fri, among 
other ſtipulations the nobility were to be maintained 
in their dignity, and the uſual form of governucnt 
to remain unal ercd. 


Tuts coalition was of ſhort duration, for with their 
growth of po ver the Fran q vegan to pract fe infringe- 
ments on the Frife rights, which this jealous people 
could ill brook : This cauſed inteſtine teuds and at 
length civil wars. ä 


Tur Normans profited by the occaſion, and ſec k- 
ing for a more friendly climate than their own harren 
rocks and tempeſtuous waves afforded, they fell on 
the Franks, who were at length glad to yield them 
that part of the kingdom (till called Normandy, 


Tus Friſii were attacked hy another ſwarm of theſe- 
northern invaders, and not receiving, nor expecting 
any aſſiſtance from their allies, made very vigarous 
exe tions of defence; while kept in proper order of 
diſcipline by their chiefs, the intruding hands of rob- 
bers made ſmall ir1prefſi9a ; but on the deat of the 
two earls Th:etbald and Gerlf, (rv. famous Frific 
leaders) matters changed face: For the nature of 
government and divided intereſt among the Friſi 
were ſuch as cauled flow councils and ſeparate 
forces; the command being claimed by numerous 
pretenders, many good Oopportuuuies were loft, and 


B the 


EW] 
the detached parccls of the army were frequently 
bear, 


Axxo So This ouiged many of the northern 
Frifi to retire foutbward and well W ard, occupying 
particularly the whole of the province of Holland, 
thoſe that remained from the Zuiderſea eaſt card to the 
fins were oog ed to ſubmit to the moſt dejected 


Navery impoſed on them by the Dany? king Cubrich, 


Fixx now that diviſions of councils and mul. 
tiplicity of heads occaſioned dcbility of forces, they 
be gan to entertain thoughts of chu ing a chief from 
among their nobility, 


As marks of the inſupportable ſetvitude of the 
ſobjccted F. Hi, the Danes obliged them to have only 
one entrance into their houſes, and that placed on the 
north fide fo low that no perſon could go in or out 
without ſtooping ; a large Suilding was erected two 
hundred and forty feet in length where the king's. re- 
ceiver general ſat at one end, "and at the other end 
was placed a brazen ſhield for the people to caſt their 
cribute money in, if this was done io that the receiv- 
er either by accident or otherwiſe heard not the found 
of the coin it was deemed as no payment. 


GoTrrick becomeclated by his ſucceſſes, project- 
ed greater enterpeiſes; among others he intended to 
invade the domain of Charles, King of the Franks, and 
1or this purpole he landed on the Friſic territories 
with a very numerous a: my tranſported thither by 
two hundred fail of ſhips : This collection of pirates 
committed the moſt horrid barbarities and depredati- 
ons perhaps ever experienced by any nation ſince th 
beginnir g of things, Tuz * 
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Tue king beiag ready to proceed to Aix le Chapelle 
was aſfaſſinated by Tome conſ piratars of his own people. 
After his death the Dazes differed among thernlelv:s, 


which ſoon obliged many Wee to retire to 
their own country, 


Taz Frifi tnus rid of their rude gueſts, and aid- 
ed by the Franks, fell on the Danyh remnant and 
quickly forced them to ſhift their quarters, 


f 


A skkiks of ſucceſſes naw cauſed the valor of the 
Franks to degenerate, and their old allies had no 
loager to hope for any aſſiſtance from a people torn 
to pieces by long continued civil wars. 


Tur northern nations did not however „ inquiſh 
their excurſions. and a new occaſion was turaiſhed 
them tor an invaſion into this country. 


Tus emperor Louis had granted the ſief of 75K te 
Duerſtele to a certain Roderic, who had the misfortune 
to diſpleaſe that prince's ſucceſſor Lotharius, and was 
by him thrown into priſon as guilty of high treaſon , 
but Noderic made his eſcape and ſought aſſiſtance fr om 
the Normans to enable him to revenge che injury 
done him. 


Loruaktus was a voluptuous prince, and neglect- 
ed rhe government, wallowing 1 in a conſtant roun'! 
of debauchery, being particularly addicted to a mit- 
treſs named I/ "aldrada, whoſe pride and infolence pro- 
duced an open inſurre tion, and by her cabals ſhe 


cauſed him to endeavor a div orce trom the empreſs 
Thetverga, 
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11 
urs diſorderly conduct gave the Normans an op- 
portunity anno 866 to penetrate without oppoſition 
to 11% te Daerſtede, laying all waſte wherever they 


went. till they came to the village of Nortuicł, where 
a check was put to their impetuous advances, 


T HEY were now advanced into the heart of the 
Friſian country ; and Remvers, biſhop of Bremen, ſo 
encoura: ed the fugitive inhahitants that the Normans 

aid for this inroad with the lives of upwards of ten 
tnouſand of their trsops. 


In 867 the Normans began again to meditate re- 
venge for this lots, and once mare aſſembled an army 
with which they rendered themſclves in 871 maſters 
ol Men, and made that city their headquar- 
tors, 


Tur new emperor Lewis unlike his predeceſſor in 
every thing, was {von rouſed by this deſultory incur- 
ſian, and came to the aſſiſt ance of the Fri. In the 
fest attack the Normans were routed with ſlaughter, 
and they ſoon ſyed for peace which they obtained on 
conditions of relinquithing Nimwegen, and immaudi- 
ately to quit the Friſtan territories, 


Tuksk reſtleſs invaders could not however remain 
long ia quiet; They ſoon made another attempt on 
the domain of Lauis, and under the conduct of God- 
fried and Sigf-1ed pierced through Flanders, Bravand, 
ani Artois, tito the very bowels of Germany. But 
Caro Cruſſus found means to ſhut them up in their 
winter itation, thereby obliging them through want 
or provihous to ſue for quarters: Peace was e 

them, 


BB Hrs 


them, although the emperor conſidered them as rob. 
bers, and had it in his po ver entirely to reduce them 
by fa nine: But according to the ſpirit of the tim-s. 
an acceptance of the chriſtian doctrine was the prin- 
cipal condition of the treaty, | | 


Nor was this inſtanceof his magnanimity all theem- 
perordid, he even went fo far as togive Giſſi the natur- 
al daughter of his father by J/aldrada in wedlock to 
Godfried, and as a duwer he beſtowed on her the coun- 
tries from the hither fide of the Zuider fea to the 
Rvine , this included a great part of the preſent pro- 
vince of Utregt and all Amtelland, where we {till fad” 
the remains of this ſubmiſſion remembered in the 
iſland Marken and Denemarken, a diſtrict of Utregt 
next to the Goyland. In 872 Geroff, and other Fo 
chiefs were obliged to a temporary ſubmiſſion, but 
tue nation could ill brook to be thus betrayed by the 
very allies for whom they had ſo often drawn the 
ſword: T he emperor therefore had cauſe ſoon to re- 
pent that he ruined the ian liberties, by placing 
theſe ſavage intruders in the poſſe:lion of the country 
near the V, and a great part of Batavia at that time 
called by the common name Fri:fland ; for Geodfricd 
cannived at the introduction of numerous armies of 
nis countrymen, the landing of which was facilitated 
by his being in the poſſeſſion of this convenient tract. 


Nor content with this he at the inſtigation of his 
brother-in-law, Huge, diſpatched Gerelf and Garde, 
two Frific chiefs to Craſſus, to demand a more tem- 
perate ſituatian, for that his preſent poſſeſſions were 
too. low, expoſed to bleak north winds, and my 
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where interſperſed by ſalt lakes, The emperor ſtar- 


tled at this demand tound means craftily to remuve 
h.m out of this world. 


Tuts happened i in 877, and the ſhort-lived Daniſh 
governm-nt died with Godfried the ficſt poſſeſſor. 


His death however did not put a final ſtop to the 


troubles of the country, for Sis fried who was then in 


Gaul, healing of the fatal exit of his companion, 
breathed nothing but revenge, and turned his victo- 
rious arm towards this country. But he paid dear 
for his preſumption, the Friſi under Gerolf gave him 


1uch a reception that with the firſt battle he loſt his 
Ife. 


Tn1s brave and fortunate action was fo pleaſing to 
Arnulf, who was thea regent of the Franks, and guar- 
dian to their young king Cbarles, that he in the name 
of that people relinquiſhed for ever their claim to a 
certain diſtrict between Zuvdhardz/hagen and the Rhine, 
granting the ſame in tee ſimple to Gerolf. | 


Yer the many defeats of theſe northern ſwarms of 
Tobbers were not ſufficient to induce them to abandon 
their attempts on this country; for not many years 
aft-r this Rollo loft Denmark with a numerous band, 
and by ſtreſs of weather was drove fo far ſouth as to 
be obliged landing on the iſland of Malcberen, in Zee- 
land, where his unexpected arrival and violent pro- 
ceedings obliged the inhabitants to quit their coun- 
try. Some fled to earl Ragineer of Hainault; others 
to Radbout, prince of the Friſii and earl of 7 befterband 
imploring the aſũſtance of theſe two chic fs, who oe 
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of coffipaſſion to fo numerous a body of miſerable 
exiles, joined their torces with an intent to diſloJge 
Rollo from Walcberen. 


Tus expedition proved unfortunate, they were 
beat and obliged to retreat before Rolls, who being 
elated with his victory, bent the force of his arms 
againſt the Friſic prince, who found himſelf unable 
to cope with this fortunate antagoniit, and reduced 
to ſee his country ſorely opprefied by their ferocious 
enemies, who principally vented their wrath againſt 


Amſtelland by raiſing heavy contributions on that 
diſtrict. 


Nor to after this departed on an excurſion againſt 
the Franks, which gave the Fri an opportunity of 
recovering their ſpirits, and the nobility and people 
aſſembling to conlider of the preſent tate of the coun- 
try, unanimouſly reſolved that to put an effcctual 
ſtop to the cruel career of theſe reſtleſs invaders, it 
were beſt to confer the dignity of ſovereign on one 
from among their body, reſtraining however the 
power of the prince by certain regulations. 


To this high truſt they preferred anno 933 Diede- 
rick, fon of Geruf their former chief, a perton much 
eſteemed for valor and cor: duct, and who had rendert 
ed many valuable tervices to his cou: try. 


DizpRICk was prefe red to an elder brother Val 
ger, who was as much deteited by the community 
as his brother w-s beloved ; this i will //alzer had 
drawn on himſelf by the murder of a nobleman na- 
med Eberbard ; a man greatly reſpected. 
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D:izyrick did many brilliant ſervices to Carles, 
the ſimple, king of the Franks, both againſt their 
common enemy the Normans, and in the civil war 
againt his mutinous ſubjects who had obliged him 
to quit his kingdom. 


CHAN Es on this account ſolemily acknowledged 
the rank of the new choſen ſovereign, and by a deed 
ſigned at Bladellè in an, ratified what Arnulf 
his former guardian had granted to Gerolf, Drederick's 
father, renouncing a ſecond time forever to all right 
and title that the Franzs might have claimed to the 
country from Zaidbarder ſhagen to Fortrapa and Kinbem, 


Trnvs we ſce in what manner was eſtabliſhed the 
firſt of choſe ſovereigns who were afterwards known 
by the titles of earis of Holland and Weſt firiefland, 


I rave RT. dwelt thus long on the ancient 
hiſtory of the Fr7/77, becauſe they ſtand fingly among 
the people of this northern part of Europe, in pre- 

eving not only their primitive poſſeſſions, but like- 
wiie their original name, privileges, manners and form 
of govern: nt; if not entire at leaſt in a great mea- 
ſure, and that they doubtleſs were the anceſtors of the 
inhabitants of ſar he major part of the united Ne- 
tcerlands. 


And ſince I have proceeded thus far, T cannot for- 
dear drawing a ſmall comparative view of the ancient 

and modern manners and government of theſe lo ce- 
— ed people. 


Tecitat de Merib. Germ, mentions their legiſlative 
TicmHblies, aud though he intreduces kings as prak- 
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ing in theſe convocations; yet this title was only 
given by the latin writers to men, who were by no 
means among the Fri themiclves underſt dod to en- 
joy the power in fuch a latitude as it is EN) ;oyed by 
thoſe who poſſeſs that title in our days, 


Tuis appears from the ſame writer where he ſays 
that (when they ſpoke it was more like endeavoring 
© to give good council than preſuning to impotc 
commands: And in another place he lays, * The 
* princes aſſemble and with common concurrence 
* deliberate on things of greater or kefier munenc. 
In theſe conventions officers are appointed to exc- 
cute the active part or government in cheir ſcyccal 
* rown*s and diſtricts. 


Ix Cæſar's Comment. Lib. 5. Ambiorix, king of the 
Eburones, another tribe of antient Netherlanders, is 
introduced as {peaking to the following purpoic : 
* The government is ſuch that the community ex- 
erciſes as much power over us, as WE can poſſibly 
e exerciſe over the community.“ 


Ins modern German term Furſt or Netherlandiſh 
Vorſt, conveys the ſame idea as the word prince; but 
their derivation is evidently Yorſte and Veorſte, (the or- 
dinal of che numeric ter in oe) meaning the foremoic, 
and was applied to the higheſt digaity among any 
tribe or family, or any Icading man choſen by Lic 
commons generally ou account Or Valor in war, or 

wiſdom in council; nay, their very ambaffadors ad 

Lac title of kings given them by the ivuman authors, 
as appears rom che emually to Nero, Wher: the wo 
eavuys Marie and Verri. u, WO UV fic Cliicis has 
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that lofty title beſtowed on them; nor was king 
Mafius, who was with the priciiefs Ganna, tent to 
Deminan any more than the public miniſter or re- 
pteſentative of the Marccmmani. 


Every one acquainted with the Netkerland'ſh hiſ- 
tory, has at leaſt ſo much ken of the conſtitution of 
that country as to have read or heard that the gene- 
ral tim is Ar:flo- Demecraticel, but few knew that 
a morg the people of Find, Overrſſe!, Groningen and 
Gelderland, the proper poiterity ef the antient Hi; 
ſundiy diſtricts are yet tourd truly demacratical. 
Triaſlund and Groningen ate at this day divided into 
tribes or diſtticts called Grietenyen, over each of which 
prefides a Grietmen or chief, whole office is elective 


and not hereditary, 


Nor to quote at large Pempomus Mela, who (in his 
lib. 3. cap. 4.) deſcribts the rough manners of the 
antient Friſi, I will mention Tacitus de Morib. Germ, 
he ſays they are of la ge ftature and have yellow hair. 
Sil ius ſpeaking of the Batavi calls them golden locked. 
Sidonius Apollinaris ſays, their covering cf ſkins 
does not reach below the knee.” Tacitus deſcribes 
their diefs as a ſhort cloak faſtened by a buckle, or 
for want of that, a thorn, the lower parts are naked, 
C-far likewiſe mentions this ſhort habit. Diodorus 
Srcvlus Biblioth, lib. 5. tells that they endeavored as 
much as poſſible by art to encrenſe the yellow color 
of their hair, waſhing it frequently with lye---that 
they combed it from the forchead to the neck; ſome 
ſhave their beards clean, others leave a little; the 
nobility deprive the cheeks of all the hair, but leave 
whitkets ſo large as to cover their mouths, g 
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IT is among theſe people, and more particularly ia 
the rural diſtticts of Fu int and Garmany, that the 
Engiith dilcriptive writers (who always carry every 
thing into tue o nave found the faſhion of ſhort 


cloa'hs (which they aſcribe in general to all the Ne- 


thertandiſh or as they call them (Dutch) women. ) 
Tt is in Fri ſl ud where we ill find the men very large 
{+ fond of cieir whiſkers, yellow hair, and ſome other 
a gut cuſtoms, that on ſeeing them we cannot fail 
imedtately to form a lively idea of their fore fathers 
as dne ted by thoſe autient authors. 


Tue next people of note in this country were the 
Bitavi. another brave and hardy race; they inhabit- 
ed the country between the Rhine and the M :ize, com- 
prehending the difttrifts between the Vaal, and old 
M:ze;, the river Waal formerly emptying itſelf by 
G-erv/:et into the Mage; their poſſeſſions are to be 
found in modern maps as follows: That part of the 
province of Uire. 8 ſituate to the ſouth ot the Nine, 
comprehending the cities of Wyck te Duerſtede, and 
Montfort , likewiſe the half of the capital which 
lies on cha- fide of the river. In Holland the cities of 
Aſpzren, Hcukelom, Leerdam Viane, Gonichem, Melſteun, 
Schombaven, N ewpoort, Outewater, Gouda, Rotterdam, 
Schiedam Vlaur ingen, Wioerden, Delft, the Hague, Dar- 
arecht, Gurt eu denberg, and that part of Loden Which 
is placed on the meridional fide of the flood, the dil- 
tricts of R.on and Yiſeſmone in Gelderland, the towns 
of Ti-, Buuren and Cu lenburg, and in the country of 
Clzves the town and diſtrict of Hueſen. 


Tazsz people we find were originally d. ſcended 
tro 
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from the Catti, who were involved in perpetual broils 
with the Ileſſtant, their near neighbours, which cauſ- 
ed gieat numbers of them for the ſake of peace to 
emigrate to this country, where it is ſuppoled they 
firit tar down near the old mouth of the Rh:xe, at the 
large village yet called Katwykt, this is what Taciius 
alis the remoteft parts of Gaul, and the iſland between 
ſhiais mentioned by the ſame writer is the atoremen- 
tiont d country between Maas and aal. 
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4 Bur althovgh this people thus emigrated for the 
h love of pcace, yet we find their valor frequently cele- 
hrated by the antients. Tacitus whom J have already 
frequently quoted, has the following paſſage : © Of 
all the people who emigrated out of Germany into 
* Gau:,the Batavi were the moſt excellent in bravery.” 


Wi find the Remanc tiling them brethren and al- 
lies of the Roman nevple, of which title however they 
jeem to have had no very extraordinary opinion, any 
more than their poſterity, who are ſenſible that this 
nHiance not ſeldom made them the inſtruments of ty- 
r2nnv for the extirpation of liberty from among their 
neighbours, „ 


T ms connection ic ewiſe frequently ſubjected them 
to diiagreeavle attacks from their offended approx- 
197atcs, obliging them often to implore the aid of 
foreigner: when their pretended allies could not aſ- 
fit, Thus it appears that on ſuch accounts they 
were more than once forced to introduce the Sclavoni- 
„n, adi, and others, who after peace became trou- 
Dick. ie Gol. es, 
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Ir may not be amiſs to mention ſome of the inſtan- 
ces wherein they ſhewed that they could diſtinguiſh 
between a real alliance or when their quondam allics 
meant to domineer it over them. 


Nor to inſiſt on the great ſhare they had under 
Herman or Arminius, in the famous defeat of the Ro- 
man legions under Varus, beſides ſome other inſtances 
of like kind, I will briefly relate their war with the 
Romans wherein they were principals. 


Tuis war was occaſioned by ſeveral oppreſſions; 
but the greateſt complaint was the too frequent crain- 
ing the country of their choiceſt young men who 
were ſent off to carry on diſtant wars: This and ſome 
abridgments of their privileges, rendered them unea- 
iy, and determined to ſeize the firſt opportunity to 
throw off the yoke. 


Spen an opportunity offered when the long diſ- 
pute between Vitellius and Veſpaian broke out into a: 
open rupture. Of this quarrel Seton : in his life cf 
Vitellius, and Tacitus lib. 3. makes ample mention, 


Civil is, a mag of great note among the Fatævi, a 
crafty, eloquent and brave perſon, well acquainted 
with the ferment ſubſiſting in the breaſts of his coun- 
trymen, and himſelf a bitter enemy of Romer arro- 
cance, convened the principal people of the common- 
wealth, and in this aſſembly he failed not very pa- 
thetically ro deſcribe the heavy yoke they labored 
under, repreſenting to them how freedoin was their 
inheritance, which they had enjoyed from time im- 
memorial, extollipg their Wel! known valor to the 
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Kies, and reminding them how much the Romaus 
were indebted to them fer their conq.elts in the 
north; ſtrenuouſly recommending the taking up 
arms againſt their opprefiors. 


Tr1s aſſemhly was convened under pretence of a 
great feaſt, which he meant to give to the principal 
of the country, and which zccording to the cult: m 
of thoſe timrs, was to be ſoltemniz-d in a ſacred wood 
the wond witerein this convocation happrned, it is 
generally thought to be the yet celebrated wood near 


the Hague. 


Tacitus, whoſe authority I have already frequent- 
ly had recourle to, ſhall again ipeak for me on this 
occaſion : The following is his narrative concerning 
this buſineſs. . 


Joris Pavrivus and Claudius Civillis, both of noble 
* family excelled all the others by much, Paulus was 
* murdered by Feniqjus Capito, under pretence of be- 
ing guilty of mutiny, Civilis was ſent in chains to 
* Nero, but that tyrant dying ſoon after, Galba pro- 
© nounced him innocent; but under the reign of itel- 
ius he was again in danger, the army demanding Eis 
life; this cauted great provocation among his nati- 
on, WhO hoped to profit by our misfortunes. | 


« Pur Citihs more artiul than the batbarians com- 
* monly are, and who boaſted to bea ſecond Sertorivs 
* or Hannibal, having his face dishgured in the ſame 
* manner as the, did not judge it yet a proper time 
« to bece m the avowed enemy of Rome, but feigneda 
great friendſhip for F:{bafran, and profeſieda warm 


* zeal for his party,” In 
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« Ty this diſſimulation he was much aſſiſtedby hav- 
« ing in his poſt. ſſion letters which he received from 
* Atorius Primus, in which he was ordered ** to delay 
c the a ixiliary troops which Y:'«//us had ordered to 
& march ty his aſſiſtance, and to withhold the choice of 
«* th- troops under pretence that they were wanted to 


„ quell tne German inſuricction. 


* He had alſo been perſonally adviſed to this mea- 
« ſure dy Hordeonia: Flaccus, a man who lw d Veſpafian 
and who feared much for his country; which could 
e nat eſcape deſolation in caſt the wa. agata broke 
forth, while ſo many thoulands tod ready to enter 
© [jaly like an inundation. 


« Tus Civiiis hid his ſecret inten*19ns, that he 
e might from the event gather how he could beſt ruin 
* the conquering party, rut was determined on a rup- 
* ture, and begun the affair as fullows, 


& Vitellius cited the Batavian youth to the field, this 
% call being naturally vexatious, was rendered more ſo 
* by the avarice and wanton conduct of the crown 
« officers ; for theſe made a buſineſs oi findingout old 
* or feeble perſons who would offer money to bereleaf- 
* ed; and many of their riſing youth (Whoare gene- 
« rally of attractive perſons) were on account of their 
* beauty, carried off tur laſcivious purpoſes. 


& This conduct cauſed great anger, and furniſhed 
* the leaders of the im ended revoit with a pretence to 


* ;cfuſle the levy of the required troops. 


„ Civiiis having under ſhew of an entertainment 
* convened the piii ipal nublcs, and the mult forward 
among 
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ci among the people in one of their ſacred woods; when 


ce 


he faw them heated by ulicir mirth aſſiſted by the 


night. he began to ſpeak highly in praiſe of the glo- 
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ry and honor of the nation, pathetically enumerating 
the many evils, tlic injultice, robberies and extorti- 
ons; wich all the other eviis attendent on vaſſalage. 


« He inſiſted “ it was no more an alliance as for- 
merly, but they were now treated as flaves : The 
Remans tent them Praßecis (governors) accompani- 
ed by an oppreſſive train to execute proud and 
overbearing commands; they were delivered to 
the mercy of generals and centurions, who when 
glutted with blood and plunder, were replaced, new 
victims were required; and various new modes ot 
plunder were invented; the tice approaches, (con- 
tinued he) in which they iatend that we again 
{ſhould furniſh new troops from among our youth, 

by means whereof the children will be ſeperated 


from the parents, and brothers will be parted from 


brothers as it were forever. The Roman ſtate has 
never been in a more debilitated condition---the 
wiater quarters are filled with booty and aged 
perſons only. Open your eyes and be convinced 
chat the name of choſen bands ought not to 2 


ten you: Ve have the very beſt of foot ſoldier 


as well as cavalry, the Germans are our kindred 
and allies : We ſtand in the ſame relation with rel- 
pect to the Gauls. The Romans themſelves 
will aſſiſt in the war, and the doubtful exit 
will be charged on Veſpaſan, we are not to be 
accountable to any cae for victory of which we 


Cannot fail.“ 
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Hz was heard with great approbation, which when 
he perceived, he cauſed them ro ſwear after the man- 
ner of the barbarians, imprecating their anceſtore, 
that they would defend their rights againſt che Ro- 
man oppreſſions, 


Tuev next fent to the Caninefates to draw them over 
to the common cauſe; this tribe inhabited part of the 
Batavic iſland, or the country between the Maas and 
IVaal, they reſembled the Batavi in language, man- 


ners Sad valor , their origin was the lame: but their 
numbers were fewer. 


Non did C ivilis ſtop here, he ſent ſecret emiſſaries 
to the B itiſn auxiliaries. and to the Batavian coho: tw, 
which were ſent into Germany; thele lait were poſted 
at Mag ntiacum, and upon receiving inteliigence of 
what their countrymen were doing, imn--d' ate ly re- 
volted, and marched homeward meeting With no 1N- 
terruption till they came to Horn, near which a large 
number ot Raman troops were quartered. Fhe Ba- 
tavi demanded the irar/iius innexus, or tree puiluye 
thoſc of Bona refuſed to grant it; whereupon the co- 
horts buldly reſolved to open the way tword in hand- 
they were comparatively few, and the e troops ' 
valtly ſuperior in number advanced to give them bat- 
tle, endeavoring to ſurround them: Eut cht Gi i 
who were veterans, formed in column doubling the 
files of their battalions, and broke turvugh the wide 
extended Ryman legions, leaving Them ty aumi;e this 
bold fuccelsful attempt. 


Mean while Civil did not think it time to appear 
openly at the head of tne army; bigs 4 man Ii in 
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among the Caninefates named Brinio, was choſen to 
the dignity of generaliſſimo. This perſun was poſ- 
felſed of a moſt undaunted mind; he was famous for 
ſundry daring actions, and excelled in deſcent from 
noble parents. The father of Brinis hod greatly in- 
curred the Roman diſpleaſure, becauſe he had public- 
ly derided the mummery and ſham expeditions of Ca- 


Jus, he however cicaped their reverge; and perhaps 


this hereditary diſpoſition in his family for oppoſing 
the Romans was no {mall recommendation to Hrinius. 


He was unanimouſly elected their chief, and af- 
ter the manner of the country he was chaired in a 
ſhield and carried through the camp on the ſhoulders 
of his ſold:ers. 


Turr next applied to the Friſi, their neareſt 
neighbours on the other fide of the Rhine, who pre- 
ſently joined them. Thus aſſiſted they took the field 
under the command of their new general, whoſe firſt 
exploit was the ſurprize of two Roman Jegtons, that 
were in winter quarters not far from the north ſea; 
theſe troops did not expect {o rude a viſit, and if they 
Ray they could not have oppoſed the attack with any 
effect, 


Bazrxius having ſucceeded in this attempt, attack- 
ed the other poſts that were in poſſeſſion of the Ro- 
mans, and carried all before him ; ſpoiling the camps, 


and pillaging the ſutlers and Roman merchants who 


were diſperted every where. 


Tur Roman commanders finding themſelves too 
weak to withſtand this furious torrent, burnt the re- 
maining 
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maining places of ſtrength becaufe they could not 
defend them; and having aſſembled the remains of 
their army with their enſigns of war and ſtandards, 
in the upper part of the Batavian country, they left 
it under the command to Aguilius, rather with the 
name than the reality of an army. 


Crv1L1s who had hitherto diſſembled with the Ro- 
mans, carried his wiles fo far as to reprimand the Ro- 
man commanders for their waat of courage in aban- 
doning their poſts on ſo light an appearance of dan- 
ger; telling them that he alone with the cohort un- 
der his command would put an end to the Caninefate 
inſurrection, and adviſing them to return to their 
quarters: But finding at laſt that fraud became uſe- 
leſs, that his council was ſuſpected, and that the 
Germans ſoon diſcovered him to 'be the head of this 
buſineſs, and Brinio only his tool; he threw off the 
maſk, and declaring publicly againſt the Romans, he 

ut himſelf at the head of the Friſi, Batavi and Canthe- 


fates ; a bloody action enſued ; The Romans, after 


burning their forts brought a fleet of twenty-four 

allies againſt the Batavi, and not far from the Khine 
ae the attack; but the battle was hardly begun 
when the Tungrian legion deſerted wich their colours 


and joined Civilis. 


Tur Roman troops ſurprized by ſo unexpected 2 
treachery gave way, and were ſoon totally deteated by 
their allies as well as their enemies. 


On board of the fleet matters went as contrary ag 
on ſhore; a number of the rowers were Batavi, theſe 
pretended a want of knowledge in their buſineſs, and 


by 
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by that means ohſtructed the ſervice of the mariners 
and ſoldiers; at length they rowed contrary ways, 
runni''g the gallies on ſhore ſtern for: moſt on the 
enemy's coaſl, finally they killed the pilots and cen- 
turions who oppoſed their intentions. T hus the 
whole fleet of twenty-four gallies was totally taken 
or betrayed into the enemy's hands. 


Nor long after this Cerealis the Roman general, 
want to viſit Novum and Bonne, to examine the 
quarters which were preparing for the wintering of 
{tome Roman troops; after finiſhing his viſit he re- 
turned in ſhips in a diſgerſed order and with a careleſs 
watch, The Batavi apprized of his prepared to at- 
tack him; they choſe a very dark night and deſcend- 
ing the ftream they entered in great ſilence without 
oppolition within the Roman lines, 


Tuev began their ſlaughter in an artful manner, 
cutting the rent-ropes they Killed the troops who 
w-re overwhelmed and entangled in their own ſhelter, 
Annother party attacked and boarded the ſhips, 
dragging away a number of them. 


As filent as they were in beginning their bloody 
buſineſs, as noiſy became they when once the maſſa- 
c'e had commenced; the very heavens reſounded 
with their cries, which, added to the darkneſs of the 
night, contributed not a little to the horror and con- 
fuſion that had taken place in the camp. 


Tu Romans waked by wounds, began to look for 
their arms, and attempted to force a paſſage, few were 
properly armed, the greater part wound their gar. 
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ment round one arm, and with the other hand ſeized 
their ſwords ; the commanding officer through an 
error in the aſſailants, eſcaped half ſleeping and al- 
moſt naked ; for the admiral ſhip excelling in ap- 
pearance was by the enemy ſingled out, becauſe they 
expected that the general was on board of it. Bur 
Cerialis had paſſed the night elſewhere, it is generally 
ſuppoled in the unlawful embraces of Claudia Sacrata 
the wife of an Uvian : The guards excuſed their ne- 
gligence with the diſhonor of the general, ſaying that 
they were ordered to be ſilent for fear of diſturbing 
his reſt : This being their command, and the watch 
calls having ceaſed ; themſelves had likewiſe been 
obliged to yield to the power of ſleep. 


Tux next morning the enemy returned with the 
ſhips they had taken, in triumph, carrying the ad- 
miral galley up the river Lippe, as a preſent to Velleda. 


THis Velleda deſcended from among the Bructeri, 
was one of the ſacred virgins, which Sgreeadle to the 
cuſtom of all the Celtic nations accompanied th- Dru. 
ids and were much reſpected ; ſhe in particular was 
highly famous, being eiteemed a goddeſs. And Ta- 
citus in another place acquaints us chat ſhe had fore- 
told the Roman defeats, whereby her authority in- 
creaſed much: A Roman commander named Mum- 
mius Lupercus was likewile ſent as a preſent to her. 


Bur fortune did not remain conſtant with Civilis, 
that chief experienced her reverſe, and after ſundry 
defeats, hz was even obliged to quithis country. 


CERIAL ſeeing the Balavi ftill holding out, pri- 
vately 


1 


vately ſent to offer then; terms of peace, and to 
Crvilis a pardon: He alſo tent emiſſaries among their 
allies, and efpecialiy to Velleda, adviſing them © to 
* exchange a peaccable reconciliation with tne Ro- 
4 mans, for the hazardous fortune of war; remon- 
* itcating that thoſe of Treves were beat, the Uztans 
* returned to their vaſſalage, and the Batavi drove 
out of their country: Nothing was to be gained 
by an attachment to Civilis, but wounds, exile 
and ſorrow, if they attempted any thing further, 


for the gods and vengeance were on the fide of - 


& the Komamns. 


Promiszs were however largely mixed with threats, 
by means whereof the faith of the Friſii and other na- 
tions beyond the Rhine began to waver, and conſidering 
that the. Baiavi had ' ſo often been powerful inſtru- 
ments of oppreſſion in the hands of the Romans were 
on the point of leaving them to their fate. 


Tuis cauſed diviſions among the Batavi themſelves, 
many began to reaſon as follows: We muſt not 
allow our misfortunes to increaſe ; it is not the 
« buſineſs nor in the power of one nation to baniſh 
© ſlavery from the earth; what have we gained by 
„ deltroyirg the Roman Jegtons, and buining the 
&* 1orts, but calling in larger and more powerful 
« garruuns ? If we have carried on this war for 
« the fake ot Veſpaſian, Veſpoſtan has now got the 
„better ot his enemies; But do we defy the Roman 
„ power to arms, pray let us conlider how fſinall a 
« paft of che human race are the Batavi / i we turn 
© Qu eyes on tac Ati, Netici and other Roman al- 
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& lies; we will find that no contributions, but bra- 
* very and men are demanded from them; it this 
* be not abſolute liberty yet it is next to it, and if 
© there was any choice of maſters, it is certainly 
more eligible and honorable to ferve the Roman 
*% princes, than to be the ſlaves of German women.” 

Such were the diſquiſitions of the people at large, 
but the nobles uſed other arguments ; they conſi- 
dered that through the rage of Ci, they had 
« been drove to arms, he ha. endeavored to turn 
* away the evils that tlireatened his | tamuly, by the 


'« annihilation of the nation: Ihe Boys in their an- 


* 


ger had ſuffered them to deſtroy tne Roman gatcri- 
ſons, to kill the prætors, and to engage in a war 
e neceſſary to Civils only, ruinous to every other 
among them, matters were come to an extremity z 

« it was high time for recollection, and confeſſion of 
& their ſorrow, which they could not do more effec- 
« rually than by puniſhing the author of their miſ- 


* 


*« fortunes.” 


Tuis inclination remained no ſecret to Civilis; and 
he was now not only oppreſſed by his misfor: unes, 
but the hope of life which frequently breaks the fir- 


meſt minds likewiſe got the better of him, and he re- 


ſolved to be beforehand with thoſc who meant to ruin 
him. 


He follicited an interview with Cerialis, this was 
granted, and the bridge at Nabalia being cut through 
the middle, the two chiefs advane-d on each ſide to 
the breach, and Civilis began as follows, © If I bad to 


„ do with one of Vitellius“s licutenants, 1 could not 
* expect, 


1 
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t expect pardon for my actions nor belief in my 
* words, between us no friendly diſpoſition ever ſub- 
« ſited, be began hoſtilities, I encreaſed them; not 
« ſo with Ye/p/ran, my regard for him is of a long 
date, and when he was ſtill a ſubject we were cal- 
„ led friends, Primus Antonius knows this, his let- 
« ters invited me to this war, that I might prevent 
the german legions and gallic youth from croſſing 
* the Alps. I have by advice received of Antonius at 
« adiſtance and from Hordeonut Flaceus verbally, 
*« cauſcd all this rumour in Germany; have not ma- 
*« ny others done the ſame in other countries? Muci- 


anus in Syria, Apenius in Mafia, Fiavianus in Panno- 
cc nia , | 


Thus fer I have followed Tacitus if not verbally, 
yet I have faithfully preſerved the ſpirit of his narra- 
tive, and I am forry that I cannot follow him further, 
the ſequel of his k:iſtory is here loſt, yet the termination 
of this war, and in what degree of reconciliation the 
Batavi afterwards ſtood with the Romans may be ga- 
thered from Grotius in his treaties of the antiquity : of 
the Batavian republic, He writes to the following 


purpole. 


By reaſonof a Hiatus in this part of hiſtory by Tact- 
tus it does not appear very clearly what was the final 
determination between the two powers at the conclu- 
ſion of the war which was carried on by Civilis againſt | 
the unjuſt oppreſſions of the Romans, but as that 
writer acquaints us,“ that Cerialis tendered a pardon 
to Civilis, and offered peace to the Batavi”. and 
the Jewiſh hiſtorian Joſepbus writes that“ this war 

« terminated 
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&« terminated in a peace.“ We can by no mean# 
doubt that the Batavi were again reinſtated to their 
tormer rank of allies to the Roman people: We are 
the more induced to embrace this opinion, becauſe 
Tacitus de Morib. Germ, mentions, that in the fecond 
conſulate of Trajan, the Batavi retained their anti- 
© ent honor and the marks of antient alliance ;” and 
a little further makes it evident, that after this war 
« the Batavi were not burthened by taxes nor tri- 
« butes ; but remained in poſſeſſion of their antient 
© liberty; they were only by agreement obliged to 
* furniſh auxiliaries to the empire.” 


IT has been already mentioned that on the decline 
of the Roman empire the Friſii who had always re- 
mained bitter and unconquered enemies of Italian 
tyranny, took that opportunity to revenge this alli- 
ance on the Batavi, whom they forced to ſubmit to 
their laws and government. 


HrsToRy remains uncertain of what was the ſt ate 
of rhis nation after this; but it ſhould ſeem that 
they again became an independent people, for during 
the time of the Norman hoſtite intruſions we find 
them ſuffer much, and obliged ts have recourſc to the 
Friſii for aſſiſtance, incorporating :nemſelves with 
them, and adopting their very name as expreflive of 
freedom, leaving the appellation of Batavi to a ſmall 
part of the nation only who reſided in the upper part 
of what was <alied the Batavian iſland. 


Warty, or upon what occaſion they aſſumed the 
denemination of Hollanders is not ealy to trace: Ic 
appears that the country changed its name from Ba- 
. E ta via 
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tevia to Merwede, and from Mer wede to Holland. but 
why, when and wherefore, remains à dark problem. 


THaty together with the Fri/z, choſe Diedrick, ſon 
of Gerolf, as their chief: This event happened A. D. 
923. Theſe chiefs did at the ſame time poſſeſs the 
tupreme authority over Holland and Zeeland, as well as 
Frieland, and were called earls of Frigſland: But as 
the Batzvian name was formerly loſt in the Friſic; ſo 
the Friſic name became mingled with the Hollandian, 
and the antient Batavi, now Hollanders, had the plea- 
fure to fee theſe earls or chiefs abandon the Friſic 
title, and in 1076 aſſume that of earls of Holland, &c, 
the occaſion whereof will be hereafter mentioned, 


Taz Zeelanders, Flemings, Brabanders, thoſe of the 
ſouth eaſt extremity of /olland, and in general all 
the inhabitants of the country between the Maas and 
Sctelde, re-deſcended from the ancient Menapi. 


Tu Morini ſeem to have been the anceſtors of the 
prefent Gueldrians, and of the inhabitants of a part of 
Flanders near and about Ghent. 


CorxceRNinG theſe two people, the firſt of which 
according to Cæſar's account, were the moſt incon- 
ſiderable among all the Belgic tribes, we find the 
ſame honorable mention made of them in ancient ſto- 
ry, as of their friends the Fi and Batavi. Ceſar 
de Bello Gal. lib. 3. ſays, That although the whole 
ot the Gault were ſubdued, yet the Morini and Me- 
napi obſtinately remained in arms, ſending no de- 
« putation to ſue for peace; for which reaſon Cæſar 
** notwithſtanding the advanced ſeaſon drew that way 
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ee to reduce them: But they carried on the war on 2 
« very different footing from the reſt of the Gauls; 
„ for hearing that many powerful nations who had 
« yentured on reſiſtance, had been routed and obli- 
« ged to yield to the Roman yoke, they betook 
©« themſelves, with all their moveables into the impe- 
c netrable woods with which their country was co- 
« yered,” from whence they much annoyed their 
enemies who could not penetrate into them, Many 
remains of woods are yet left in that country, and the 
famous one of Ardenne was one of theſe. 


0 


Beroxe the union of the countries under one ſove- 
reign, they had frequent and bloody wars with each 
other, but none ſeem to have been ſo vehemently bent 
on mutual deſtruction as the Hollanders and thoſe of 
Uiregt ; the principal reaſon ſeems to have been, be- 
caule the latter were under an eccleſiaſtical govern- 
ment, for th-ir chief magiſtrates were biſhops, who 
to the clerical luſt of ſway, ſo predominant then as 
well as now, joined the power which according tothe 
genius of that time was given to many of theſe wolves 
in ſheeps cloathing ; who in imitation of their chief 
the biſhop of Rome, carried i in one hand a ſceptre en- 
circled by their excommunications, which in that day 
were of great efficacy as well with the clergy as with 
the laymen ; and in the other hand they held the 
ſword, by which they filled all with deſolation, leav- 
ing behind them the track of murder, violation, con- 
flagration and rapine, in every diſtrict where they 
pretended to have any right of juriſdiction contrary 
to the opinion of the inhabitants. 

To 
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To attain to their plan of univerſal dominion, our 
biſh-»ps of Utregt at firſt (under pretence of religion) 
ark ſo well on the weak minds of the barons and 
other landholders, that they graàually prevailed on 
theſe to hd Their eſtates as ficfs trom the church of 
U:regt , tne bihops contenting themſelves with ſim- 
ple homage where the yielding of ty thes ſeemed to be 
too grea” an obſtruftion to the ſcheme. By this 
means the vaſſuls to theſe ſovereign eceleſiaſtics be- 
came very numerous, and as the teaure obliged them 
to Turniſh men and arms at call, thefe heads of the 
church were enabled to bring large armies into the 
field to annoy their neigh bours, whoſe poſſeſſions they 
coveted, The citizens and freemen could not be 
much averſe to this buſineſs, for at every hoſtile ex- 
curſion of their prelate, they generally returned load- 
cd with booty, for which reaſon that biſhop was 
deemed the moſt piaus who could readieſt find a whip 
to laſh his neighbour far ChaIsr's lake; unfortu- 

nately for Holland it bordered next on the den of 

theſe hie ſ2ep, and it was for ſome ages continually 
harraſſed by cheir robberies. The concluſion of one 
of thele wars is to our purpoſe, as it explæins the 
change of the title of earl of Friefland | into that of earl 
of Holland. 


Ron earl of Holland, ſurnamed the Fries, by rea- 
ſon of his marriage wichGertrude, mother of Diedrick the 
*itth, earl of Er:efland , during whoſe minority Godfrey, 
the v.u:cbbacked, a Holland ith lord found means to 
jupplant Nobert in his earldom of Holland, and took 
that opportunity to ſeize on the inheritance of young 

Diedrick. Godfrey, on a ſummons from the emperor 
went 


[mar } 


went to Saxony, where having performed many great 
actions, he repaired to Antwerp, at which place as lie 
ſat on a privy he was ſtruck with à fork in the fun- 
dament of which wound he died. 


WILLIAu, biſhop of regt, thought this a favora- 
ble opportunity to lay hold of the two earldoms, and 
took formal poſſeſſion of the vacant government, 
but death ſoon after put a period to his ambitious 
views, 


Hr was ſucceeded in the biſhoprick of Utrezt by 
Coenrad, who aimed at the ſame great object as his 
predeceffor had done. 


Bur Diedrick who hitherto was unjuſily deprived 
of his lawful hereditary poſſeſſions, took courage 
on this occaſion, and aſſembled a number of his ex- 
iled followers ; his father-in-law Robert, wlio had 
retired into Flanders, ſent him a body of archers from 
that country, he likewiſe procured a conſiderable aſ- 
ſiſtance out of Zeeland and the country of Maas; 
with this army he took his rout towards Melmonde. 


BisHor Coenrad had on his part not- only aſſem- 
bled his whole natural force, but procured a number 
of auxiliaries from the county of Zuipben, and likewiſe 
obtained leave to raiſe troops in Lorrain, trom whence 
he drew a conſiderable force. 


Tux two armies met near 7je/monde, and a furious 
battle enſued, victory after hovering doubtful for a 
long while, at length declared for Diedrick ; the bi- 
ſhop's army fled, and the Hollanders purſued tliem at 
ſuch a rate that few eſcaped, almoſt the Whole Fend 
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ed by the ſword or in the Maas. Gerlac earl of Zutphen 


with a very great proportion of the auxiliary troops 
remained dead on the field. 


Tus biſhop eſcaped into the caſtle of Melionde, and 
was cloſely beſieged by the victorious carl; he ſued 
for peace, but Diedrick refuſed all manner of ac- 
commodation, unleſs Coenrad yield ed a formal re- 
nunciation of all claim or right which the biſhops of 
Utregt had ever aſſumed to Holland, as well the anti- 
ent pretenſion, as the one lately raiſed, originating 
from an illegal and fictitious grant of the r 
Henry, who had preſumed to give that country as a 
fief of the empire to the two laſt biſhops. 


CoxxxAAD, preſſed by neceſſity, accepted the 
terms, and ſurrendered himſelf at diſcretion to the 
victor, who generouſly gave him his liberty, and 
leave to pals unmoleſted to his own domain, | 


DreprICk, on his route from 7/ſelmonde, was eve- 
ry where received with uncommon pomp, and wel- 
comed with the univerſal acclamations of his natural 


ſubjects. . 
. By virtue of the renunciation of the Biſhop of U- 
. tregt, Diedrich. anno 1076, aſſumed the title of Earl 
N of Holland, His predeceſſors had conſtantly been 


ſtiled Earls of Friefland, In their dominions was 
comprehended Merwede, which is a great part of Hol- 
land; but as now the whole of that country fell to 
41 him, he changed his title, as juſt related, and ſince 
. that time, the new name of Hollard has nearly effaced 
'N that of Friel2nd from out of the country of Merwede, 


except 
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except in North Holland, which at this day is ſtill 
ſtiled Weſt- Frieſland. 


Tuis laſt mentioned part of the country did not 
approve of the choice of this Earl, and for a great 
number of years they were declared and bitter ene- 
mies of the Hollanders, whom they prevented paſſing 
the little river Kinheim, near Alkmaar, diſputing the 
ground with alternate ſucceſs and defeat, and with a 
moſt obſtinate reſiſtance, frequently paſſing the 
ſtream and taking Alkmaar, and once obtaining a ſig- 
nal victory near Hoogwoud over William Earl of Hol- 
land and King of the Romans. 


IT would be a taſk much beyond my deſign, to re- 
late the regular ſucceflion and biſtory of the Earls of 
Holland; but I can not here omit mentioning earl 
Floris the fifth, (ſon of earl William, king of the Ro- 
mans) who attained to the ſovereignty about the year 
1276: This was one of the moſt famous princes of 
his time; a few years after his acceſſion he entered 
into an alliance with thoſe of Utregt, this was occaſi- 
oned by a quarrel which aroſe between the lords of 
Amſtel and Weerden, with biſhop John de Zyrick, about 
the releaſe of the two caſtles of Yreede/and and Mont- 
fort, which his predeceſſor, biſhop John de Naſſau, had 
ſold to thefe two lords, and which they refuſed to 
give up to the biſhop, who pretended that biſhop 
Naſſau had not (old, but only mortgaged the caſtles, 


FLokls, who, it ſeems, was following the ſame drift 
which the other ſovereigns of Europe very ſteadily 
purſued about this time, viz. The diminiſhing the ex- 
orbitant power of the nobles, was very glad to * 

this 


. 
this opportunity to clip the wings of two ſuch po- 
tent ſubjects, and at the ſame time to get a footing 
in this neighbouring inimical country ot U:rege. 


He had already ſucceeded ſo well in this laſt 
ſcheme, that in a treaty of alliance, made in 1278, 
with the ſenate and chief officers of Urregi, without 
the knowledge of their biſhop, he obtained one 
clauſe, mentioning, that the government cf Ulrege 
obliged themſelves, on the demiſe of their biſhop, by 
no means; or under no pretence whatever, to proceed 
to the election of a new one, without the knowledge 
and conſent of the ear], or his heirs, for ever. 


Tur firſt frui's of this treaty were, that his agents 
ſoon procured him an opportunity of exerciſing his 
influence ; for thoſe of Utregt, under pretence of a ne- 
gligent adminiſtration, depoſed their biſhop Fobn de 
Naſſau, and proceeded to a new election, to which 
they invited the earl z who cauſed the choice to fall 
on 7obn de Zyrick, whom he not only ſettled in the 
biſhopric, but likewiſe obtained for him a confirma- 
tion from the pope, which his predeceſſor never had. 


Tut new biſhop ſoon proceeded to a war with the 
two Lords, who had but little dread of him, and in 
the firſt battle obtained a ſignal victory over his ar- 
my. 

Flons, glad of the opportunity, under the ſpecl- 
bus pretence of his alliance with thoſe of Utrezt, ſent 
powerful aſſiſtance to the biſhop, by which means he 
took the caſtles. The lord of Amſtel, with his bro- 
ther, were made priſor ers; and the lord of Woerden 
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was obliged to fly his country : Yet we find that 2 
peace took place between the lords ut Amſtel and the 
earl, in the year 1285, and with him ot Moerden two 
years after. By this accommodation, theſe lords 
yielded rhe whole of their eſtates to Florrs, and re- 
ceived them again at his hands as a fict; and the 
latter obliged himſ-it not to give his daughter in 
martiage without the knowledge and conſent of the 
earl. 


Tur earl, fom this time forward, cor ſidered U- 
iregt as a part ct his own domain. The earldom of 
Z.elemd had already been united to that. of Hol- 
land during his minority, by a renunciation of Guy, 
earl of Fiancers, who was obliged to this meaſure by 
the fortune of war; ſo that he was one of the moſt 
powerful princes in this part of Europe : He had this 
year allo got the moit noted Friſic lords in his pot- 
ſeſſion and Kept them as hoſtages, whereby that coun- 
try remained quiet, 


He carried his project of diminiſhing the power 
of the nobles lo far, that he baniſhed his aunt the lady 
Adelaide, her fon, whom he had before appointed his 
lieutenant in Zeeland, and all her other children. 


Tust proceedings cauſed many of the nobles, eſ- 
pecialiy thoſe of fi: it rank in Zeeland to revolt againſt 
him, and they applied to the eail's father 1n-law, 
Guy Dampier, earl of Flanders: But Floris found fo 
great an g ſſiilance among his commons who were re- 
ſoiced at the tall of the nobility, that h- furniſhed 
thele laſt work enough, although it came to an open 


rupture between him and earl Guy; during this war 
F lit 
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he was by the duke of Brabant betrayed into the 
power of the earl of Flanders. 


FLor1s, now a priſoner, entered into a treaty with 
Guy, and engaged to pay a large ſum for his liber- 
ty, for which duke John of Brabant became ſecurity, 


Bur the earl of H{land after obtaining his freedom 
refuſed payment of the ranſom, leaving John to ſet- 
tle the matter; urging that it was Aa piece of juſtice 
due to him from the duke by whoſe treachery he 
became a priſoner. 


Soo after a final peace was concluded between the 
two earls, and Floris took this opportunity to puniſh 
the nobility, eſpecially thoſe of Zeeland in the ſevereſt 
manner; yet ſome were atterwards again admitted 
to favor, who however could never quit the opinion 
that the earl meant to aggrandize himſelf at rhe ex- 
pence of the nobles, 


Azour the year 1200, Alexander king of Scotland 
died without lawful iſſue, Floris being deſcended from 
Adla ſiſter to the two kings, Nicolumbus and William 
of that country, became one of the competitors to 
that crown, and croſſed the ſea into North Britain to 
ſupport his claim; but much diſſention ariſing on the 
ſubject, the parties entered into an agreement where- 
by Edward, then king of England, was appointed 
arbiter between the claimants. 


Tuis king, who was no exception to the rule, by 
which fc-2igners ſuppoſe that Engliſhmen are great 
adepts .. ſeeking their own advantage, in preference 
to every other conſideration, tampered with Robert 
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de Bruce, promiſing to declare him next heir, on con- 
dition that he would hold Scotland in fee from Eng- 
land; but Robert had too great a ſoul to accept ſo 
baſe an offer, ſaying, ** That the deſire of govern- 
* ing could never induce him to ſubmit a free peo- 
% ple to another nation.“ This refuſal cauſed Ed- 
ward to offer the crown to John de Baliol, another 
near relation of the late king. This man, leſs gene- 
rous than Robert, agreed to every propoſal from the 
Engliſh king ; but before' he could pretend to fix 
himſelf in the throne, he was fain to pay a large ſum 
of money as a compromiſe to Floris, who was too 
powerful a competitor to be amuſed with trifles. 


AT his return the earl met with a very indifferent 
reception from his ſubjects, to whom this voyage had 
given a general diſgult. 


Tur North. Hollanders or Wet- Friſians, gave much 
trouble to this earl ; but he, in general, was ſucceſs- 
ful againſt them, and at laſt, in the year 1a94, put a 
check on their incurſions, by building a ſtrong caſtle 
near Nieu burg, which proved a formidable barrier a- 


gainſt theſe people. 


Tuis ſame year he made another voyage to Eng- 
land, and entered into an alliance with its king, where- 
by it was agreed, That the enemy of one of the 
“parties ſhould be conſidered a foe to the other.“ 


A conTRACT of marriage between Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Edward, and John, the ſon of Floris, 
was likewiſe agreed on and accompliſhed ,; in conſe- 

uence whereof, John was left in England at his fa- 


ther's departure. 


SHORTLY 
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SHORTLY after this, a war between France and Fugz- 
land cauſed Edward to ſend ambaſſadots to the empe- 
ror Adolf, The king's plenipotentiaries. and thoſe 
of the emperor. met at Dordrecht; and Floris was ſo 
aſſi ſuous in procuring a&1 advantag-ous treaty for 
Eda d, that this laſt cauſed a law to paſs in his own 
country, forbidding “ the exporta:ion of any woo! from 
* England tf any foreign market, except to Dydiecht 
alone. But the avarice of the Enyliſh nation was 
the cauſe of the far greater part of the wool being 
carried co Malines in Brabant, as bearing a higher 
market at this lait pla e | 


Ir remained not long a ſecret, that Edward bim— 
ſelf connived at this clandeſtine trade, which cauſed 
Fran e to ule her utmoſt addreſs to engage the earl 
into an alliance againſt Eugland; and the biſhip of 
Atrecht even prevailed on lim to make a journey to 
Flainauit, to conſider of this matter: But Floris 1n- 
fiited on the faith of treaties, and wouid not join the 
enemies of Edward, tiil all the world ſhould know 
wat little regard was paid to promites in England. 


Tux next year, 1295, Floris received intelligence, 
that his father-in-law, the earl of //arders, was torm- 
ing new h-»ftile preparations againſt him, with inten- 
tion of making another atternpt on Zeeland. = 


T 1s cauſed Floris immediately to enter that coun- 
try with a large army, and judging it better to at- 
tack an enemy than ty wait his aſſaults, he ſent the 
lord of Rene to make an incurtion into Flanders, 
who laid the country under contribution, and pilla- 
ged it every where, burning the capital ton of oe, 
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and returned with a vaſt booty, having killed and ta- 
ken about three thouland Flanderkins. 


Tre Frit Janders, in the army of Floris, being uſed 
to live on plunder, intreated their ſovereign to give 
them leave to go on another expedition; "which be- 
ing granted, they, under command of lord Brede- 
rode. made a deſcent oa the iſland ot Kadzant, which 
belonged to Flanders; and although their landing was 
oppoſcd by g eat numbers of Lem e troaps, they TS 
tected it, killing about 14 O of the Flemirgs, and at- 
ter Plundering! it, they turned the whole iſland into an 
heap of ruins and aſhes. 


THe Flemings, on their part, invaded the iſland of 
Beveland with three thouſand men. This iſland was 
entirely defenceleſs, and its dikes were hardly fuffict- 
ent agaiaſt the violence of the ocean: The poor in- 
habitants were miſerably plundered and abuled ; 
but Floris ſent a fleet and army, under command of 
Dadyn Van Everdingen, and the lord of Beelen, to 
ſtop their carreer : I heſe ſucceeded ſo well, chat out 
of the whole three thouſand, hardly three hundred 
eſcaped in ſhips, and one of thef: ſhips was taken by 
the Zeelanders. Above one thouſand periſhed in the 
water, 


As ſoon as the ear] heard of this ſucceſs, he imme- 
diately repaired to the iſland, where he behaved in a 
molt generous manner to his priloners. | 


EARl. Guy, after all theſe ill ſucceſſes, was glad to 
drop the matter and finiſh this war, by te: OUACINg 


all his claim to the iſles of Zcclond, 
ON 
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On his return home, Floris pur ſucd his favourite 
ſcheme of oppreſſing the nobles, and in deriſion of 
the ancient nobility, he invited to a feaſt about forty 
country gentlemen, whom, (under pretcnce that the 
noble families were much leſſened by continual wars 
and other fatalities) he ennobled, and gave each of 
them an honourable coat of arms. This cauſed the 
ear] to obtain the byname of the Farmers God; and 
certainly the commons eſteemed this prince highly. 


MraNwülLzE, king Edward began daily to culti- 
vate the friendſhip of the earl of Flanders, Who was a 
iworn enemy to the French king Philip, the Fair 
Floris conſidering, that his alliance with England had 
rendered him the foe of France, took this very ill, and 
dreading leſt being abandoned by all, he might be- 
come a prey to every powerful intruder ; he went to 
France in the year 1296, and having concluded a peace, 
entered into an alliance with that king, whereby he 
engaged io aſſiſt Philip againſt the Engliſh, on con- 
dition that that king ſhould pay him L. 25,090 Tour- 
nois in ready money, beſides a ſubſidy of L. 4000 Tour- 
nois, to be paid from the treaſury of the Louvre, dur- 
ing his lifetime. 


Tuis treaty diſpleaſed the nation the more, becauſe 
the voyage was underiaken without the general 
knowledge of the ſtates; and ſome of the nobles 
jicrupled not to ſay, that he had rendered himſelf a 
vaſſal to France, and endeavoured to bring Hollaud un- 
der the dominion of that kingdom. 


Enpward hearing of this tranſaction, ſent an em- 
baſſy to Floris, and in a letter aſked him,“ If he, 
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« (the earl) was not aſhamed to break a treaty with- 
« in the ſhort ſpace of three years, to enter into alli- 
“ ance with the king's ſworn enemy? and whether 
ehe had forgot that his ſon and only hope remained 
© in the royal power?“ 


PFronis. irritated at theſe queſtions, thus paſſionate- 

ly addreſſed the ambaſſador: * Since the king has 
« fallen into ſuch groſs want of ſhame, that he dare 
blame and accoſt, with opprobrious language, an 
«& innocent prince, who has kept his faith inviolate. 
« Tell me, ye meſſengers of a perfidious king, in 
* what appeared his ſincerity with which he engaged 
© tobe my auxiliary? Guy, earl of Flanders invaded 
% my domain, has your king ſent me any aſſiſtance ? 
„or has he declared him to be his enemy? On the 
% contrary, he has commended the earl's actions; he 
* has ſhewn him public marks of favour, for no o- 
ether reaſon, but becauſe he is the mortal enemy of 
(France. 


« Go, therefore, and tell your king, that I would 
« never have entered in any treaty with Philip of 
4 France, if the ill-will which Edward bears the Hol- 
„ Janders had not become notorious : Thele are the 
« reaſons I aſſign for the breach of treaty. 


©* TELL him alſo, that if he thinks that my opera- 
e tions will be leſs determinate, on account of my 
© ſon's being with him; in that caſe he will find 
* himſelf groſsly miſtaken : I ackaowledge, that my 
é ſon is the only hope of myſelf and my people; 
* but, in this caſe, 1 (hall bravcly bear any injuries 


* the king may inflict on his ſon- in law,” 
Or 
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On the receipt of this meflage the king fent for 
Eis ſon in law and acquainted him with ic. 1 he 
young man v.ithout any apparent ſurprize anſwered, 
** That he was very forry that the bond which unit- 
ec his father and father in-law had not been more 
* cfhicaclous ; Bur, ſince that was not left at his op- 
tion, ard that it was not tor him to preſcribe -vies 
to thoſc he was bound to obey, he would pat iently 
„ tubmit himfelr to h s tather-in-law's pleaſurc.“ 
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Tuts modeſt anſwer prevented the king from do- 
ing him any harm, though bis anger egainſt the earl 
ran high, but conſide ring that an open war with kim 
would to all appearance be of long duration, and 
that the event of ſuch a meaſure was uncertain, he 
fi: ſt endeavoured by every ait to get Floris into his 
power; but that failing, he at laſt contented himſelf 
with foment! ing the diſguſt of the nobles againſt him, 
and recommended his Whole revenge to Gu y, carl of 
Flanders, and John, duke ct Brabant, both his irre- 
concileable enemies; the firſt on account of the Joſs 
of Zetland, and the ſecond becauie he left him to pay 
the ranſom for which he was caution. 


Tus machinations of theſe three princes ſucceeded 
fo well, that Floris at length fell into the ſnares of his 
enemies: Some of the diſcontented lords ventured 

a his impritonment; the principal ring-leaders of 
this bold enterprize were the forementioned lords of 
Amnſtcl and Woerden, and lord Gerardvan Velzen, wich 
ſome others, Velzen eſpecially was the moſt inveterate 
of all his enemies, on account of the earl having been 
the cauſe of the death of Ye/zcy's brother; although 


it 
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it was by confirming a judicial ſentence agaigſt him, 
and holding Gerard himſelf a priſancr tor a long 
while. Ic is hkewiſe faid that Floris had violated 
Gerard's bed in the perlon ot the lord of oer den's 


daugliter. 


Bs this as it will, the earl had lor g ago heaped 
many favors On theſe three lords, and thought them 
reconciled to him; but they never forgave him the 
curtailingof thei! power, Hew is naturally of an open 
difpolition, aud lufpicion was no part of his charac- 
ter; by means cf which he was the cafier deceived ; 
under pretence Gt going out a hawking, of which 
ſport he was fond, thry got him in the fields near 
regt, having only one truily perion with him, al! 
the re{t which he toi k to be his friends proved con- 
federates againſt him. Merden took hold ot the 
eari's bridie, which che earl took as a juke, and laugh- 
ed at it; bat preſca ly, one Benſcope leized on his 
falcon, calling aloud, By God you are a priſoner, and 
at that in{tant another ot the traitois kiiled his trutl y 
tervant; when lit taw this, he turreuderea to thcic 
mercy. 

Tas conſpirators fi-{t carried him to > Cronenburg, 
near L.oencn, on che river eg:. This was a caſtle of 
Velxen's, and at night for more ſecutity they removed 
him to th cattle of Mages, near the Zuyderſ2a, with 
intent to tranſport him to Englane, and deliver him 
into the hands _ Euward: This caltic was the earls 
own, being built ac iii mouta of the ext, as a check 


upon thote oi Ureg?. 


Writs he was at Muyden, 77 cergen rept 2ached himot 
'© the 
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the old affair with himſelf, and many others with other 
lords, which had been paſſed many years; the earl 
endeuvoured to make him ſenſible of the many bene- 
fits he had ſince beſtowed on him, and how in his 
nature, he the earl was very mild and of a forgiving 
temper, but it availed nothing, he had to do with vin- 
dictive enemies: And Woerden proceeded fo far as to 
put his ſovereign in 1rons, 


* 


Peter, confeſſor to Florit, came to his lord that 
ſame evening, but was not allowed to ſtay with him; 
the night following the eatl was taken very ill, of an 
kabitual diſeaſe, which cauſed his enemies to releaſe 
him from the irons ; but Woerden railed at his ill 
nes, and practiſed every tort of opprobrious cruelty 
on the poor Captive, 


THeearl tampered with Woerden, making him large 
oſfers; but finding him deaf to all propoſals, he aſked 
him if there would be no end ro this ill treatment, 
w hercupon Woerden anſwered, ** No; you muſt die.“ 


Wugx Floris found that there was no hope of life, 
he begged that his confeſſor might have leave to come 
to him, but ĩt was refuſed; and this refuſal grieved 
him more than every other outrage. 


Bur the people at large eſteemed and loved their 
ſovereign more than the nobility hated him. Vaſt 
numbers came together from all quarters for his re- 
If. Thoſe of Friefland, Waterland, and Kennemerland 
were foremoſt, and come with a numerous fleet of 
es 2nd boars before the caſtle of Muyden to pre- 
gut their ſovereign being carried off by fea. 


AT 
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Ar the ſame time, a great number came to the 
blockade of the fort on the land ſide. But none of 
the nobility, nor the ſtates oſ the country joining in 
this matter, the multitude remained long without a 
leader, till at laſt one Nicholas de Grebber, one of 
the earl's pages of honor, placed himſelf at their head. 


Tur beſieged conſpirators ſeeing that none of their 
aſſociates had the courage to attempt a diſſipation of 
the people, and being ill provided with proviſions, 
and other neceſſaries, obliged the earl by threats to 
ſend out a letter ordering the multitude to diſperſe. 


Tunis letter enraged the people, and with great cla- 
mour called aloud, * The villains have forced him 
to this; but they ſhall not eſcape in this manner,” 


Tux conſpirators finding that this ſcheme would 
not take, and being informed by their ſpies, that the 
blockade was not very ſtrictly kept up on the land- 
_ reſolyed to attempt an eſcape with their pri- 
oner. 


MrEanwnile, de Grebber, who conducted the 
blockade, conſidering that an eſcape by water was 
impracticable; and that not having artillery or other 
proper neceſſaries for a ſiege, the conſpirators would 
certainly hold out to the laſt if he ſhut them up 
cloſe, whereby they might gain time, and ſome of 
their friends an opportunity to came to their relief, 
thought of drawing them out by ſiratagem ; for this 
purpoſe he drew the beſiegers off, and the inhabi- 
tants of Naerden, who were belt acquainted with the 


country and by- roads, were leſt to guard the paſſes. 
| Tre 
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Tur conſpirators ſeeing. as they thought, fo fair 
an opportunity rt put their deſign in practice, left 
the caſtle on the fifth day ſince their firſt entering it; 
they came out weil armed and on horſeback, carrying 
their priſoner with them « n a horte allo, but pinion- 
ed, and his feet faſten d under the horſe's billy; ; they 
I kewife put a glove in his mouth, d eſſed him in or- 
d:nary clothes. and d ſabled his lind that he could 
not manage the bridle, but was obliged to follow as 
he was led. 


In this manner they ſhaned their courſe for the Ve- 
lurve, intending to got Braban;, with a view to de- 
ver the earl into the hands of his enemy, duke 
John of that country, who was one of che encourages 
of this enterprize. 


Tazy had advanced pretty near to Naerden, when 
ſome ot the people who lay in ambuſh in a wheat 
field perceived them, and made a ſignal to the reſt 
Veizen, who went a piece before with ſome of his ſer- 
vants, being told that a troop of armed men moved 
towards them, rode d:re&ly up to them, and aſked 
what they meant to come thus armed towards him; 
he was anſwered, © That before they would Jay 
© down theſe arms, the ear] muſt be delivered to 
them unhurt and in good health.” He replied, 
„ You will mils of that,” and immediately return- 
d full ſpeed to the reſt of the conſpirators, and giv- 
ing them a brief account of this adventure, he drew 
his ſword wich intent to kill the earl by a blow on the 
head, but by fome accident he miſſed his aim, the 
itroke falling on the ea1}'s hands, whereby he loſt 

bem 


E 


them both, and the horſe friglitened at the motion, 
leaped ſideways into a ſmall canal. 


Tux conſp:rators ſeeing that there was no hope left 
to carry their priſoner any farther, betook themſelves 
to ght: But Velzen, who would nat leave him any 
cnance of being re taken alive by the people, dif- 
mounted, and with a ſcrvant of the lord of Moerden, 
entered the canal; they were tollowed by a third per- 
jon, and theſe thiee wounded the poor earl in twen- 
ty-one different places, who lay wallowing in the wa- 
ter and mud, betore thoſe who came to his relief could 
reach him, Velzen eſcaped for the preſent, but Vo- 
erden's ſervant was taker, and became an im: n-diate 
ſacrifice to the vengearce of the enraged multitude, 


Tavs died Ficris the fifth, who was a prince cf 
many good qualities, and who deſerved a better fate; 
but he carried his hatred to the nobles to too great 4 


ſtretch, His death happened June 28, 12g6. 


Tre lords of Amſtel and JYorrden fl-d, and after- 
wards attempted to return; but they ſoon found 
that they muſt remain exiles for ever. 


THnt body of the murdered earl was carried to AK. 
maar; his entrails were buried, and a magnificent 
tomb was erected to his memory in the choir of the 
Great Church. The body lay here embalmed, ti. 
the arrival of his fon earl J ho, from Eagland, who 
had it traniported to E, where it was interred 
by the ſide of Beatrix his Wife. 


A GREAT part cf the conſpirators fled to Cee. 


burp, a caſtle of Velzen's, where they hoped to by re- 
I. cved 
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i;eved by ſome of the princes and lords, their confe- 
derates z; but they ſoon experienced, that kings and 
princes, when they have no longer any uſe for their 
tools, abandon them to their fate. 


Tur lord Volfart Van Borſſelen, 1o.d of Terveer, 
one of the aſſociates, found means, by ſtratagem, to 
draw off the forces of Zeeland; for he made them be- 
lieve, that Guy of Flanders had made an invaſion into 
that country : But they were ſoon undeceived, and 
on hezring of the death of I'loris, they immediately 
returned and joined the inflamed multitude, who had 
inveſted this caſtle. This confuſed army conſiſted 
of Sguth und North Hollanders, Zeelanders, Frieſtanders, 
I,"aterlanders, and Kennemerlanders. They lay ſome 
time without a chief; but at length the lords of Zuy- 
lea and Ylelfteyn came and took the command over 
them. The people had covenanted and ſworn, not 
to depart till the murderers were taken, that ven- 
geance might be had of the death of their beloved 
ſovereign. 


Soo after Loef, brother to the earl of Cleves, and 
a nephew of Floris, repaired to the ſiege, on whom 
the tormer commanders conferred the ſupreme autho- 
rity ; he was ſoon followed by lord Guy, from Hain- 
au, and moſt all the freemen of Dordrecht. Imme- 
diately after his arrival, ſuch ſteps were taken as con- 
vinced the beſieged, that their hopes of relief were 
vain, 


ur lord Kuyk, who had promiſed much to the 
corſpirators, prevailed on the earl of Cleves to take 
te command of the ſiege himſelf, in hopes that the 
earl 
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ear! might obtain the beſieged in his own poſſyſſion, 
and ſo jave their lives. With this view he went, ac- 
companied by fix hundred ſoldiers, who, it was {up- 
poſed, were raiſed with money furniſh'd by the earl 
ci Flanders, to be employed in a very different vay, 
A little after his arrival he made a geveral «fulr 
but the beſieged defended thcmicives like men who 
knew that they muſt die an ignominious death it they 
were taken alive. 


ABOUT this time, the lord of Ter Veer attempted 
to rtnake a divei ſion in favour of the conſpirators. He 
rivately viſited Guy of {Janders, and on his return 
raiied a body of troops and beſieged delburg; but 
that city defended itlelf fo well, that the ſcheme prov- 
ed abortive. 


MEANWHILE, great murmuring aroſe in the be- 
ſiegers army, by reaſon, that it was rumoured to be 
the intention of the earl of Cleves to protect the be- 
fieged, atter they were taken, from the fury cf the 
people. 

THe lord Loef, brother to the commander in chief, 
conferred with him on this head, and adviſed againſt 
th's intention, urging, that he would by that means 
appear as having at leaſt connived at the murder, and 
the fury of the community would burſt over his head. 
But the earl perſiſted in his deſign, 


Tur beſi-gers at length deſpairing of any relief 
whatever, and extremely harraſſed and fatigued by 
aNtoits, wounds and watching, ſurrendered them- 
ſelves at diſcretion; and in this caſtle were found ma- 
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ny more of the conſpirators than had been expect- 


As ſoon as Veizen was brougit forth without the 
caſtle, he was placed in front of the art, ard or- 
dered co make a fu'l cor (hon of ulis crime: This 
was ſo ordered by the carl of (ieves, in topes that 
Velzen, in a moving harangue, might declare and ex- 
poſc all the evil which the deccaſed had been guilty 
of againſt the nobles, io that the people might be in- 
duced to belicve, that the action was pe ructrared fur 
the good of their Country. 


Bor the army did not take it ſo, calling aloud for 
the culprits to be delivered to them, that they might 


receive their deſerts. 


Tur earl of Cleves attempted to take the priſon- 
ers in his own keeping; but the Friglanders and 
Kennemers began © oppulc this with loud clamours, 
calling for juttice. Tiz whote army caught the a- 
lara, like a contagion, many flying to arms, and in- 
ſited on the delivery or che murderers, threatning, 
chat whoever tavoured their eſcape, be he great or 
mall, maſter or ſervant, knight or quite, monk or 


ma 


5 wicit, ſnould pay with his own lite tor it. 


Tun earl of Cleves ſeeing that it was pode to 
abide by Eis deſign with ſatety, delivered tour of the 
murclerers, one of Which was Velzen himſelf, to the 
Frielland.ts and Kennemers, | he lord Locf took three, 
among which was Benſcope, and ſent them to Ker- 
Ver vein, tO Wait their doc on the arrival of their 


youre lovereign. 'Dhoi of Dort got Hugh de Bar- 
land, 
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land, who there loſt his life. The lord Gerard of 
Voorne, ieized on five in his country, among which 
was one who had only been a ſpectator of the earl's 
3:1priſonment, without trying to deliver him; but 
he ſuffered with the reſt. It ſeems they were ail de- 
headed, and their bodies expoſed on wheels. 


Bur a ſeverer fate awaited Velzen, the actual mur- 
derer; he fell to the ſhare of the people of Leyden, 
who encloſed him in a caſk drove full of nails, with 
the points inwards, and in that condition rolled him 
round the ftreets of their city, during three ſucceſſi ve 
forenoons, till he was nearly dead, and in that con- 
dition his bones were broke, his body war expoled on 
a wheel, and his head on a pole, his eſtates forfeited, 


and his kindred, to the ninth degree, were either kill- 
ed or baniſhed. 


Some relations mention, that this man, when on 
the third day he was taken out of the caſk, being aſk- 
ed how he felt, he gave for anſwer, I am till the 
* ſame man as when I killed earl Floris.“ Not con- 
tent with this dire revenge on the animate objects of 
their wrath, the ſoldiers razed the caſtle of Cronenburg 
to the ground. leaving not one ſtone on the other; 
and from thence proceeded to Muyden, expecting to 
find more of the conſpirators, but being diſappoint- 
ed, that caſtle had like to have ſhared the fate of the 
other, until they were convinced that it was a part of 
the deceaſed earl's eſtate. 


Turxos ran into great confuſion, Guy, brother to 
the earl of Hainauit, governed South Holland for ſome 


time, much to the people's ſatisfaction; but was 
| H obliged 
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obliged to quit on the approach of the earl of Cleve, 
who came to the Hague, and there aſſumed the go- 
vernment, as though it were his right; but his ex- 
penſi ve living, at the coſt of the country, and the 
great influx of his countrymen to him, made the 
people very uneaſy, fo that in all likelihood he would 
ſoon have paid dear for his diſſolute conduct, had not 
the approach of John earl of Hainault cauſed him to 
decamp from the Hague, under favour of a dark 
n'ght, to return to his home. 


Tuis earl John was well received, and obtained an 
oath of fidelity every where; he appeaſed a great tu- 
mult at Det, and, in ſhort, he ſeemed to be very 
near eſtabliſhed in the government; every body that 
could bear arms aſſumed them, with a view to main- 
tain him in his pretenſions ; and Voſſius ſays, that 
even the ſtates gave him the conduct of affairs until 


the arrival of the young earl. 


Bur him that cauſed the greateſt uneaſineſs, was 
William de Malines, (a1c3ation of earl Floris) who 
was elected the forty-firſt bilhop of Utregt, a little 
before the earl's death, and by his influence. 


Tris ungrateful eccleſiaſtic, it ſeems, was privy to 
the treaſon, and it happened in his dioceſe ; he had 
promiſed to raiſe the ſiege of Cronenburg, but either 
he found it too difficult a taſk, or like ſome other 
princes, he cheriſhed the villainy, although he ab- 
horred the villains : Be that as it may, he meddled 


not. 


Bor when the caſtle was taken, ard he ſaw the in- 


ter regnum productive of much anarchy, he — 
15 
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ed, that now he might do ſomething towards the en- 
larging his do main, by coming in for a ſhare of the 
ſpo1l, 


Is this purpoſe, he in a moſt vigorous manner at- 
tacked the caſtle of Muyden, which Floris had built 
at the mouth of the Vegt, as a check on the biſhops, 
and after ſome conſiderable defence, the garriſon mu- 
tiated, and Diedrick of Haarlem, the governor, who 
held it for the ſtates of Holland, was obliged to ſur- 
render at diſcretion, altho' the earl of Hainault was at 
hand with relief. 


Tux biſhop, elated with his victory, and conſider- 
ing the averſion the Frieflanders had in particular to 
the government of the earls of Holland, and that their 
natural turbulence and impatience of the ſway of any 
ſingle ruler, would eaſily lead them into a commoti- 
on, marched his army into North Holland, then (as 
ſometimes now) called Yet Friefand. 


HRE he immediately ſtrained every nerve to ſpi- 
rit the people up to an inſurrection, and by his emiſ- 
ſat ies gave them to underſtand, © That now was the 
ce time to recover that liberty, for which their anceſ- 
&« tors had ſpilt rivers of blood; for his part, he was 
amazed, that they had ſuffered ſo much time to 
6 elapſe already, which might have been employed 
& to advantage; it was, however, not too late to re- 
<« eſtabliſh their freedom, and if they would ſhew a 
due regard to it, he was ready to aſſiſt thera.” _ 


To give more weight to this reaſoning, our ſeciti- 
ous biſhop exalted himſelf into the papal office, and, 
as Beka ſays, & ibidem adverſus Hollandienſem popu- 
Pulum epiſcopalem, prædicavit indulgentiam. 
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Tux people ſwallowed the bait, and had the bi- 
ſhop been really pope, his indulgences could not 
h.ve come to a better market. The populace got in- 
to a rage, and all the zeal to revenge the death of 
Floris, in which they had excelled, inſtantaneouſly 
Icemed to them a miſdeed, for which they could not 


atone but with the deepeſt contrition, and by turning 
their arms againſt his ſon and heir. 


Them firft hoſtile act was to attack the caſlle of 
Wyaenye, which being very ſcantily provided with 
neceſlaries tor a ſiege. the coinmandet ſurrendered at- 
ter jeme defence, on horourable terms. After his 
Ceparture they razed the caſtle to the ground. 


THEY next fell on an urfiniſhed caſtle, called Nieu- 


Wenceern, which they ſoon took, and likewiſe laid it 
waſte, 


ANOTHER Caſtle called Ezigenburg ſhared the ſame 
fate. 


Tur ſituation of the fort and city of Medenblick 
was the greateſt thorn in their ſide. This was fo 
placed, that through it their country might be over- 
run ard invaded at pleaſure. To this they alſo laid 
liege, and Joon overturned the city, plundering, ruin- 
ing and burning every thing. 


Bor the caſtle, which was ſtrong and well provid- 
ed, proved a check to their catreer. Here they found 
a moſt manly defence under cemmand of Floris Wal- 
ters, lord of Egmond, who repulicd them in ſundry 
aſſaults. 


Tus 
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Tux biſhop was much chagrined at this, and ſent 
the Frie/landers two battering machines which he had 
uſed at Muyden, and which they immediately put in 
battery againſt this; but the beſieged were not daunt- 
ed by this any more than by their aſſaults, 


Jonx earl of Hainau!t, who, as was before obſerv- 
ed, governed by proviſo until the arrival of his cou- 
fin, called an aſſembly of the ſtates, to take their o- 
pinion what was beſt to be done in this critical ſitu a- 
tion, whether to go to the relief of Middelburg in Zee- 
land, which was ſtill beſieged by the Flanderkins, or to 
attempt raiſing the ſiege of Medenblick: It was judg- 
ed, that the latter could beſt ſuffer a delay, as being 
well provided, and had not yet ſuffered much, where- 
as Middelburg had already undergone a long ſiege. 


Ir was likewiſe thought, that many fecret friends 
to the eail, would diſcover themſelves on his arrival 
in Zeeland, In conſequence of this deliberation, earl 
John marched into that country at the head of a good 
army. 


MEANWHILE the Friz/landers ſaw plainly, that no- 
thing was to be gained againſt the caſtle by force, 
whereupon they reſolved to reduce it by famine; for 
this purpoſe they ſtopt the harbour with palliſadoes, 
in ſo effectual a manner, that nothing could enter 
from that way; and on the land fide, they changed 
their ſiege into a cloſe blockade. 


By this manceuvre the garriſon was ſoon reduced 
to great ſtraits, and even forced to kill their horſes 
for food : But hopes of relief cauſed their patience to 
proceed at an equal pace with their courage. 
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Tux news of the arrival of the troops from Hol- 
land at Zierickzee, in Zeeland, firuck fo great a panic 
amung the Fl.mings before Middeiburg, that for fear of 
ſuch another adventure as befei them at Beverland, 
they reſolved not to venture on a meeting with the 
earl of Hainault, and began to draw off, 


Wirus the walls moſt of the garriſon had periſh- 
ed, and the freemen were moſtly wore out with the 
continual fatigue of duty; for which reaſons it had 
been nearly agreed upon to ſurrender : But this ſud- 
den and unexpected retreat Gf the enemy gave them 
nopes that relief was at hand, which, however, they 
had not looked for long ſince. 


Trzss hopes encouraged them to a fally, which 
proved ſucceſsfu], the ſugitive Flemings being very 
roughly handled by them. 


JimMEDIATELY after, the earl of Hainault arrived, 
and was well received, enterin g the city in triumph, 
among the acclamati-ns of the inhabitants, who were 
thus delivered from a tedious ſiege, which had laſted 
above five months, 


NoTwiTHSTANDING that this ſiege had been con- 
trived and carried on by the machinations of the lord 
of Tervcer, yet he krew ſo well how to diſſemble, 
that he was not ſuſpected, and aſſiſted at the council, 
where the diſtreſſed ſlate of Meedenblick, and the Joſs 

ct 7'ric/{rmd, was laid open, and a ſupply of troops 
alked. The Zeelanders tarniſhed only a ſmall number, 
heing too much tired by the late invaſion, and again 
by the long ſiege, to have any great cagerneſs for a 
alerts campaign at ſo great a diſtance. 


THE 
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Tux earl returned to Holland where he aſſembled a 
powerful army, and marched towards Weſt. Frieſt end. 
On his arrival near Enkhuyzen he found the Friſians 
ready to receive him, an obſtinate engagement enſued, 
and the Hollanders gained a compleat conqueſt, their 


enemies leaving above three thouſand dead on the 
field. 


TR victorious army ſack'd and burnt Ex huyzen, 
with ſome of the neighbouring villages. The light 
of the flames being ſeen at Meedenblick, threw the be- 
fiegers into as great a conſttrnation as it cauſed joy 
in the beſieged, who inſtantly ſhouted, © e are re- 
„ lieved. 


EARLY next morning, a number of the Hollandiſh 
ſhips appeared off the harbour. On fight of theſe, 
the lord of Egmont ſent out thirty of his men to ex- 
amine into the ſtate of the Frific camp, whers they 
found all in diſorder, preparing for a retreat. This 
party returned, after having killed thirty-five of the 
enemy. 


WhiLE the garriſon and fleet were buſy in weigh- 
ing the palliſadoes, to admit the ſhips into the har- 
bour, the whole army arrived and encamped around 
the caſtle, which was by them immediately ſupplied 
with an abundance of proviſions and ammunition. ' 


IT ſeemed now that Friefand would be reduced to 
an entire obedience; for the earl had determined 
to purſue his victory, and imitate the lord of 
Brederode, who, in 1285, took the principal Friſic 
lords with him as hoſtages, : 
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Bur the ſevere froſt which happened the night fol- 


lowing, rendered this ſcheme abortive, Next day the 
Zuvderzee was hardly navigable; for which reaſon, in 
a council of war, it was determined that it was im- 
poſſible for the army to keep the field any longer, 
and that it was neceſſary immediately to return. 


Ix conſequence of this determination the army re- 
turned; bur the drift ice was occaſion that the troops 
both by land and water were very much ſcattered, 
inſomuch, that the earl, on his arrival at Haarlem, was 
not a little concerned at the ſcanty returns which 
were given in to him. 


Tux earl regent applied himſelf earneſtly to the 
well governing the country : He ſeemed to follow the 
late earl's plan, and by that means became the dar- 
ling of the commons ; but the nobles, apprehenſive 
of a further diminution of their power, formed cabals 
againſt him. The greater part thought, that they had 
obtained their aim by the death of Floris, which gave 
them more liberty than his impriſonment in England 
would have done. The old nobles, who lived dur- 
ing the minority of Floris, remembered in what man- 
ner they domineered it over the commons, they ima- 
gined that they had now obtained a revival of theſe 
times, and painted the pleaſures of that æta in ſuch 
agreeable colours to the younger nobility, (who had 
only come on the ſtage of lite while their ſovereign 
held a tight rein over them) that theſe laſt could not 
but be impreſſed with a high reliſh for ſuch a pleaſ- 
ing proſpect; and where this failed, the ſhrewdeſt a- 
mong them perluaded thoſe of leſs penetrating facul- 

ties, 


1 


dies, that the regent aimed at an excluſion of the 
young heir, whole youth they thought would give 
them a favourable opportunity to biaſs his mind in 
their favours and thereby eftabliſh their exorbitant 
power, 


Tuis made them, even while the regent was em- 
ployed in quelling the troubles in Zeeland and Frieſ- 
land, chooſe a deputation from among their bd to 
fend to the young carl in Exg land. and urge his ſpeedy 
return t his own country; the deputies were the. 
lords of Brederede and E2mont, with the brother of 
the latter, and Henry Burg: grave of Leyden: To 
theſe were joined from each city two of the moſt re- 
fpected members of the legiſlature. 


Ox their arrival in England, they had an audience 
from the King; when they repreſented to his maje- 
ſty, How lince the death of their late ſovereign, 
te they had lived in continual feuds and diviſions, 
“ that they therefore prayed, the king would be 

% pleaſed ro allow the young earl, (his {on-in-law) 
© to retura to his own country; chat it was, high 
e timz he ſhould be etabliſh:d o1 hs father's throne. 
« for the welfa'e of his country; that Holland and 
* Zeeland would hereby be laid under laiting obliga- 
tions to his majeſty.“ 


EpwarD who had obtained his aim by the earl's 
death, as much as though he had been his priſoner, 
and who only waited to ſce whether young John was 
agrecable to his countrymen or no, gave immediate 


ordels for the celebration of the nuptials between 
j John 
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John and the king's daughter Elizabeth ; for, it 


ſeems, they were till this time only betrothed. 


AFTER the folemnity was over, the king ordered a 
proper ſhip to be magnificently equipped for the ac- 
commodation of the young earl, and at his departure 
his majeſty warmly recommended him to the care of 
the lord of Brederode, © intreating him to aſſiſt the 
* youth cf his ſovereign by his valuable counſel, 
* that ſo the errors of early age might be the leſs.” 
That lord promiſed the king to obſerve his r-queſt ; 
and, after a formal leave taken, they embarked ; but 
the wind not being very favourable, they landed in 


Leeland. 


Tiz mcment of the earl's arrival, every body 
crowced to bid their lord welcome; among the fore- 
moſt, was the often mentioned traiterous lord of Ter- 
deer, who, by his addreſs and flattery ſo gained the 
earl's favour, that in a little time, all the other no- 
bles diſdaining to be under the rule of a ſycophant 
minion, quitted the court in dudgeon, the lord of 
Brederede excepted, who ſtayed in conſequence of the 
promiſe he had made to king Edward ; but by the 
contrivance of the favourite, that lord was ſent on 
ſome buſineſs to Zirickzee, with a view to remove him, 
under the ſpecious pretence of beſtowing honours on 


him. 

Wulst the regent was at Haarlem, he received 
the news of his couſin's arrival from England, upon 
which he immediately repaired to Dordrecht, and re- 


queſted an interview with the young ear], for the 
purpoſe 
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purpoſe of putting him in a formal manner in poſ- 


feſſioa of his government and eſtates. 


Bur by the advice of the favourite, John's mind 
being filled with ſuſpicion, he gave a perverſe an- 
ſwer to this propoſal, telling Alout, bail: of Dor- 
drecht, Who was deputed on this occaſion, ©* That if 
« his couſin wanted to ſee him he might, and that he 
„would for that purpoſe give him a ſafeguard to 
© come to him with one hundred men and no more, 
at Bridam in Zeeland.” 


THe regent was angry at this reply, and in a paſ- 
ſion expreſſed himſelf to the following purpoſe : 
«*« Sateguards are granted to enemies, not friends; be- 
e tween us every thing is indifferent, and we are 
* neither friends nor foes, I deſired to fee my cou- 
* fin for his own benefit, not mine: The neglect of 
* his welfare will lay at his own door; yet I am 
&« ſorry to ſee, that in the very beginning of his reign, 
* he ſhould become the tool of a ſycophant, traitor 
and murderer of his father; his youth excuſes 
„tim, but the movers of this buſineſs I will remem- 
„ ber.” The people of Dordrecht, however, thinking 
that he might perſuade the young earl to come with 
him, begged that he would go, offering to becorne 
ſureties for his perſon : But the regent replied, © I 
* mean not to cauſe any ſeditions in his country; 
„time will make him wiſer, and he will come to me 
after a while.” 


Tarincs, however, took ſuck a courſe, that the re- 
gent thought it adviſeable to withdraw himſelf pri- 


vately from the country. 
Fe 
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Fur lord of Terveer judging that the earl of Hair. 
8:/!, though fled, would always obſtruct his infidi- 
ous Uchgns, inſinuated that his flight verified his 
words, and adviſed a purſuit z but it proved! in vain, 
the regent reaching his own dominions in fal. ty, ac- 
companied by the lord of Arkel, the only one of the 
Hoilandiih lords who remained attached to him. 


Eau John and his favourite now repaired to Hol- 
land, where he received due homage from the princi- 
pal cities, and immediately prepared to bring the 
Fr flars to ſubmiſſion. Upon the regent's departure, 
they had taken courage and again committed hoſti- 
lities; but John having aſſembled a great army, a- 
mong which were ſome Engliſh auxiliary troops, he 
marched to Aikmaar. 


Tut Frief:ngers, on their part, had likewiſe aſſem- 
bled a large army, marched to Yronen, which appears 
to have been about that time the Friſic capital. 


Soo after the two armies met, a furious battle was 
fought, wherein the Friſianus were worlted, leaving a- 
bove three thouſand dead on the field, belides a very 

reat number that were drowned. The loſs on the 
earl's ſide was ſmall; but among the killed were the 
lord John van Ae and three other principal offi- 
cers. This battle was fevg'it, March 24, 1297, at 
Newbury, a fort built by the earl's father as a check 
On bricfiazd. 


Tux town of Henen was given up to be pillaged, 
and was afterw ard: burnt to the ground, 
T's 
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Tuis battle put an end to the war, and to any fur- 
ther alterca ion between the two parties. The Fe 
Frifians, by degrees, became entitely reconciled to 
the governinent and incorporated with Holland. 


AFTER the engagement, the earl directed the dead 
of both ſides to be decently interred, and his army 
was diſbanded ; he next ordered the body of his fa- 
ther, which bad hitherto lain in the church at Alè- 
maar, to be removed to Rhynſourg, where it was pom- 
pouſiy interred. 


THe new earl ſoon after this travelled through his 
domintons, and conterred many honourable offices that 
were vacant, and made a number of uſeful regulati- 
ons ; but all the new officers were creatures of the 
favourite, except the lord John van Rexcſſe, who was 
appointed bailiff of South Holland; this lord was a 
man of great influence, and of as much knowledge 
as his high employment required kim to have. 


Bor the lord of Terveer had rather ſeen a perſon of 
meaner intellects in ſo elevated a ſtation, which made 
him determine to ſeize the firſt opportunity to throw 
Reneſle out of the ſeat. 


ABovr this time, the ſtates reſolved to fetch the 
earl's wife from England, which was done with great 
ſtate, 


Tn duke of Brabant, and 5 John, had agreed 
to the accommodation of. ſome diſputes between chem; 
and to facilitate the negotiation, the duke was to 
repair to Bergen op Zocm, and the earl to RKcmerſtwaal. 


This appeared to the favourite a convenient crifis, to 
ruin 
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ruin the bailiff under appearance of beſtowing ho- 
nors on him, and for that purpoſe, brought about that 
he was appointed agent between the two princes. 


RENESSE, pleaſed with ſo honorable an appoint- 
ment, took a ſplendid ſuite of friends and attendants 
with him to the duke's court; meanwhile, as the ear], 
accompanied by the lord of Terveer, was diverting 
Jimſelt on the water near the caſtle of Loarcke, a mel- 
enger ſuddenly appeared, who in a ſceming fright, 
acquainted them that the duke, and the lo.d of Re- 
eſſe, had jointly formed a plan to get the earl into 
their hands, with a view to impriſon him. This 
ihe earl took for fact, and the ſeemingly concerned 
tavorite perſuaded him not to returs to Romerſwaa!, 
but for the better ſecurity to take ſhelter in the caſtle 
of Lodicke. Immediately a number oi troops were 
ſent ſor from Holland, to ſerve as a guard on the road 
to Tervee', to which place the earl went, 


RevessE hearing of this, was aſtoniſhed, and inſtant- 
ly concluded it to be an artifice of the favorite to bring 
about his ruin; while he was conſidering what courſe 
to take. he received a citation to appear betore the 
earl at Terveer ; upon which he made a dutiful re- 
m onfirance of his innocence, but refuſed to appear 
unleſs a ſafcguard for his perſon was granted. 


Ix the interim he fortined his caſtle of Moermont, 
in Aec and, provivied it with a plentiful ſtore of pro- 
Viſions, and ammunition, Reneſſe was immediately 
outlawed, and his eſtates declared forſeited; many of 
his friends and iclations wire exiled, and their effects 
confiſcated. 


AFTER 


vo 


Ares a long and fatiguing ſiege, the caſtle of 
Mvermont was taken and utterly demoliſhed, 


THe lord cf Terveer having thus ſubmitted all Zee- 
land to his power, thought of teaching the Hellanders 
the ſame le ſſon, to effect which, he cauſed his daugh- 
ter to be married to the lord Voorn, a moſt delightful 
and fertile iſland near the cor fines of Zeeland, and a 
little time after, himſelf married the mother of this 
young lord, a widow of high rank, and great autho- 
rity ; theſe matches increaſed his influence not a lit- 
tie, ſo that he exerciſed an almeſt unlimited ſway in 
Holland. 


A war now happened between the king of France 
and the earl of Flanders; an embaſſy was ſent from 
the King with offers to renew the alliance which had 
been concluded with Floris, and to aſſiſt in obtaining 
revenge for that prince's death; eipecially on Guy 
earl of Flanders, who had been the chict mover of that 
dark buſineſs. While the ſtates and the young earl 
were conſulting what to do in this affair, an emhaſſy 
likewiſe arrived from Flanders, who urged hard, that 
on account of the near relation between the two earls, 
a ſtrict union ought to take place between them, as 
allo that Flanders was a very excel ent barrier to pro- 
tet Holland and Zeeland, from ſudden inroads. 


Tux ſtates were not inclined to bicak their confe- 
deracy with France; well knowing, that fuch an ally 
would be an effectual check on their old enemy Guy. 
To prevent his frequent incurſious into Zeeland, they 
reſolved to renew their treaty With 7rance. - 
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Bur lord Wolfart, apprehenſive cf every meaſure 
that ſcemed to tænd towards bringing on a farther 
enquiry into the conſpiracy againi: tt late carl, and 
particularly af aid that the earl of Hainaa!t, might by 
means of this war obtain a new focting in the country, 
now made ule ct every art of aſcendency he had cover 
John, and ſo v:cll did he ſucceed, that the young earl 
became obſtina*ly bent on an alliance with his grand- 
father Guy, and againſt the will of the ſtates, conclud- 
ed a treaty with him. 


Hap Wolfart been any where beſides in his own 
lordſhip of Terveer, to all appearance, the ſtates for 
this affront, would have made him ſing a lower note. 


Tunis treaty inifned, Guy immediately ſent two of 
his ſons, earl John's uncles, to Terveer, there to take 
the oath of confirmation of the negotiation to John, 
and reciprocally to receive the ſame frem him ; at 
Fight of theſe two men his countenance changed, and 
the remembrance of his father's murder, in which Guy 
had fo capital a ſhare, made him refuſe to tranſact any 
thing in the matter; but. the favorite ſoon found 

what was the matter, and brought about, that this 
young {overeign, allowed his two uncles to take an 
oath of purgation, as a preliminary to their other 
buſineſs; this they did, as my author has it, nearly in 
the following terms: 7 "bey imprecated God's vengeance on 
ſhemjerves, if ever geh had any theught cf perpetrating 
that horrid act, or if ever they gave ccuncil for that pur- 
poſe ;, and i "Amſtel, or Woerden hed been urged on to the 
murder by either of them, they Boped te devil might enter 


into bim inunediately. This fo far ſatisſied John, that 
the 
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the buſineſs they came for, was accompliſhed. And 
oon after he went to Biervliet, and from there to Gent, 
on a viſit to his mother's ſather, who received him 
Joyfully, and entertained him pompouſly; after which 
he returned again to Terveer, 


Tux Veſt Frifians never could recover from their 
laſt defeat, and ſuffered much by the frequent excur- 
ſions of the Hollandiſh garriſons, this made them ſub- 
mit, and humbly beg pardon, which was granted 
them in 1298, but on hard terms. They were obliged 
to ſubmit to large ſequeſtrations; even the widows 
whoſe huſbands had fallen in the battle of Newburg, 
were obliged to loſe one half of their effects, and all 
the caſtles which had been razed by the Frific army, 
were rebuilt, 


Taz turbulent biſhop of Utregt, had now paſſed 
over into Frigſſand proper, which was then ſtiled Eaft- 
Frieſland, and being arrived at the capital Stavoren, he 
not only purſued his former buſineſs of granting in- 
dulgences, but likewiſe ſet on foot a Cruzage againſt 
the Hollanders, thereby infecting the people with the 
faſhionable madneſs of that age, as much as if he had 
rouſed them againſt the infidel Saracens or heathens, 


Bur his ſermons had little or no effect among the 
leading men, till he got his proceedings ratified at 
Rome, and on the arrival of the papal indulgences, 
the whole nation were anfazingly expeditious in fit- 
ting out a large fleet, on board of which they hada 
very numerous army. 


Wirz this force they appeared before Monnikendam, 
and attempted a landing; but the inhabitants gave 
K chem 
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them ſuch a reception, as made their endeavours fruit- 
leſs, This gave time to the people of Haarlem, with 
thoſe of Kennemerland and Waterland, to get under 
arms, and on board of a conſiderable number of veſ- 
ſels; they ſoon found thoſe Cruzading gentlemen, and 
immediately took away their principal ſhip, which 
was crouded full of armed men, and attacked the 
whole fo furiouſly, that the Frific fleet ſoon gave way. 
Although the Hollanders were much leſs in number, 
yet their ſhips were better ſailors, by which means 
they took a great abundance of priſoners, and the loſs 
of the Fri/ians in dead amounted to near a thouſand. 


Tux biſhop himſelf was ſo cloſely purſued, that he 
was forced to quit his large ſhip, enter a little boat, 
and by meer dint of rowing he eſcaped to Overyſſel. 


Such a termination of this holy expedition, cauſed 
our ſeditious clergyman to ſue for peace, which by the 
ſavor of the lord of Terveer, was ſoon granted him. 


Bur no ſooner was he returned to Utregt, than he 
began to conſider that his own dominions had ſuffer- 
ed nothing by the late war ; and therefore he imme- 
diately declared war againſt Holland, and he found 
means to draw ſome of the Heliandiſþ lords on his 
ſide. 


Ou the receipt of this news, the earl and Wolfart 
went to Holland, and the firſt ſtep they took was to 
demand the caſtle of Y/e/eyn, from its lord who held 


it as a fief from Ilolland; but this was refuſed, al- 


though ſecurity was offered that the ſame ſhould be 

eſtored in good order, as ſoon as the war was over: 

31s boldly averred that he was marſhal to the dn 
an 
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and could not conſiſtent with his oath and honor, 
yield it to his enemies. 


Mraxs were thought of to ſeize on his perſon, 
which was effected by the lord of Vianen, who confin- 
ed him at Culenburg ; the caſtle was now demanded 
from the lady Bacte, wife to the captive lord, but 
ſhe having a tolerable garriſon in it, refuſed to ſur- 
render, without an order from her huſband. Where- 
upon it was beſieged in form ; but the lady defended 
it obſtinately, till ſhe having only ſixteen men left, 
that were not wounded, was obliged to give it up, on 
condition that one half of theſe ſhould be pardoned 
by lot. | 


Tx1s caſtle, with the lordſhip of Benſcope, and all 
the country of Woerden, were preſented to the lady of 
the favorite, who in purſuance of his ſcheme of be- 
coming very great in Holland, begun immediately to 
build a very ſtrong caſtle in the lordſhip of ¶oerden. 
Thus the eſtates of oneot the confpirators were given 
to enrich another, 


ABovur this time, a number of people were impri- 
ſoned in the city of Dordregt, and Alout, who was ap- 
pointed bailiff of South Holland, in the room of the 
exiled Reneſſe, inſiſted on the right of trial of theſe 
people, in virtue of his office, claiming them as his 
priſoners. 


Tux magiſtrates of this ancient city refuſed to 
yield this point, but offered to grant him for this one 
time, a ſeat on the bench, providing that it ſhould not 
be allowed as a precedent, to abrogate any of the city 
privileges, 
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Tux earl of Holland happened to come nere while 
this diſpute was depending; he was, as uſual, accom- 
panied by his favorite, who directly proceeded to med- 
dle in this affair; he went to the aſſembly of the city 
magiſtrates, and demanded of them the names and 
crimes of the priſoners. The magiſtrates aſked him 
what he wanted with ſuch a liſt; - anſwered, ** Our 
*< lord the earl has à mind to enquire who is guilty or not, 
*© and the innocent will be fet at liberty, They bold- 
Jy gave him to underſtand that that was their buſt- 
neſs only, hut that they had of courteſy allowed the 
hailiſf of South- Holland to take a ſeat with them, pro- 
vided it would not be drawn into a precedent. Alout 
denied this, and Wolfart began to inſiſt hard on a 
compliance with his requiſition, whereupon they very 
bravely told him, © That the earl's grandfather, king 
* William of the Romans, had granted the city a 
charter, part whereof gave them the right of trying 
re their own criminals, and that they would not yield 
«© the Jeaſt of the city privileges, but defend their 
charter, be the conſequence what it would.” 


WoLFART Cited ſome of them to appear at Delſt, 


- which they did; but he went to viſit his new Jord- 


ſhips, and the earl went to the Hague, and with many 
feigned excuſes, detained them dancing attendance 
tor a long while, till ſome of them in reſentment 
went home : Wolfart, hearing of this made much 
ado, threatening a proſecution for breaking their. 
bail, unleſs they complied with his demand; but 
the ſame anſwer was given as before, and the 
bailiff, ip preſence of the ear], again denied that 


ſuch an offer was made to him; whereupon the my 
rates 
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ſtrates beginning to be angry, the bailiff preſumed to 
challenge a deciſion of this controverſy by ſingle 
combat. But one of the magiſtrates of Delft, who 
was preſent, inſtantly exclaimed, ** That it would be 
bringing matters to a fine paſs, if the rights and 
« privileges of the towns were to be left dependant 
e on ſingle combat.” With ſuch like altercations 
they parted. The earl declared the city to have for- 


feited his protection, and that they were in open rebellion. 


The magiſtrates put their city in very good order of 
defence, and wrote a circular letter to the other ci- 
ties, wherein they ſtated the caſe fairly, and begged 
them to prevail on the earl to deſiſt from hoſtilities. 
But many of theſe letters were intercepted by the 
emiſſaries of the favorite. 


DoRDRECHT was now blockaded by three armies, one 
of which was headed by the bailiff Alout, who built a 


block-houſe on the dike at Shdregt, which the beſieg- 
ed had nearly taken in a ſally. 


Mosr of the cities declared for her injured ſiſter, 
which Wolfart perceiving, he was convinced that his 
influence was not ſo great in Holland as he wiſhed it 
to be ; this made him reſolve to retreat once more 
with the earl to his lordſhip of Terveer, in Zeeland. 
To facilitate this project, he acquainted his ſon in- 
law the lord of Voorne, with his intention, but this 
young lord regarding more his country's intereſt, 
than his near connection with Wolfart, acquainted 
the ſtates with the ſcheme; theſe afterwards watched 
him very cloſely. 
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WorrarrT finding this to be the caſe, privately 
during night left the Hague, and fled to Schiedam, 
breaking down the bridges after them, and immedi- 
ately on his arrival embarked for Zeeland. 


Bur the people of Schiedam, ſuſpicious of ſome bad 
deſign, alarmed the country, and by break of day, 
the people of the Hague were likewiſe put in motion. 
By the great concern the counteſs ſnewed for this 
unexpected departure of the earl, every one who 
could, drew towards the Maze in purſuit of the f ugh 
tive, and near Yiaard: ingen, they perceived the ſhip in 
which they had taken paſf age. This veſſel was becalmed, 
which gave the multitudeopportunity 4 overtake her 
in boats, and ſome of the moſt forward ventured on 
boarding her, which ſucceeded ; they there requeſted 
the earl to return, which he promiſed to do, giving 
them the hand in token of faich; he ſoon came on 
ſhore, where this vait croud received him with accla- 
mations of joy, but he was obliged to leave his favo- 
rite at the mercy of theſe enraged people, who con- 
ducted him well ſecured on a waggon to Delft, where 
he was confined in a large fione houſe, 


Tur people having been much agitated by the 
news of Wolfart's attempt to carry off the earl, had 
aſſembled from all quarters to this city, where on 
hearing of the priſoners arrival, they immediately put 
each other in mind of the many irdignities offered 
the nation by this intriguing man; the remembrance 
of his late attempt to Jay a new Exciie, was what 
embittered their ſentiments to that degree, that they 
went in a body to the houie where he was confined, 
and inſiſted with much clamour that the lord of 

Terveer 
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Terveer ſhould be inſtantly produced, threatning that 
on refuſal they would fire the houte. 


Tos E within heſitated not a moment, but puſhed 
him down ſtairs into the ſtreet, his lady attempted to 
follow him out, but was forcibly reſtrained ; the en- 
raged multitude fell on him, and in an inſtant ſacri- 
ficed this object of their rage to the juſt vengeance 
of a much abuſed nation, 


His ſon-in-law, the lord of Yoorne, whom he had 
confined, was immediately releaſed, and two of the 
commanders at the blockade of Dordrecht, on hearing 
of this tranſaction; marched their troops from before 
the city, 


Tnosx within perceiving what had happened, teſ- 
tified their joy by ringing of beils, &c. running full 
of zeal and well armed to the caſtle of Kraayenſteyn, 
which was the only poſt that was now held againſt 
their town. The commander here was Alout, the 
bailiff of South Holland, firſt author of the miſchief ; 
he not being informed of what had happened in the 
other quarters, cauſed theſe aſſailants to be aſked, 
Whether they had the devil in them, or was the 
© town yet fo well ſtored that they could afford to 
« get drunk?” To this they replied, © We will 
e tell you as ſoon as we get in.” And immediately 
began to make preparations for a furious attack, 


Bur the bailiff perceiving among theſe aſſailants, 
one of the chiefs who had conducted the blockade 
on the other ſide, by whom he was aſſured of the ſi- 
tuation ot affairs, his courage ſunk, and he offered to 

capitulate z 
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capitulate; but they refuſed him any other terms, 
only that the lives of the garriſon ſhould be ſaved, 
and that he ſhould have an opportunity to ſupplicate 
the mercy of the citizens, whom he affronted, On 
theſe terms he ſurrendered, and the whole of his 
troops with himſelf were led priſoners to the city. 


No ſooner was he entered the gate, but the irritat- 
ed croud ſeized on the bailiff, and on the bailiff of the 
city, who had joined him; two of the brothers of this 
laſt, one a prieſt, with a ſervant of the bailiff, and an 
executioner, who accompanied him every where. 


TBksk fix became the inſtantaneous victims to the 
rage of theſe particularly inſulted citizens, and with 
theſe their anger became pacified. 


Tux nation being thus rid of tkeir oppreſior, the 
ſtates aſſembled, and reſolved to recal John earl of 
Hainzult, on whom they conferred the government, 
with the title of regent of the country, and guardian 
to the ſovereign, for four years, hereby ſuppoſing the 
latter either too young or too weak of intellects to 
hold the reins of dominion. The young earl to all 
z npearance conſented to this meaſure, which, how- 
ever, mult have been an unpleaſing one to him: His 
great ſeal was broke, and, according to the cuſtom of 


that era, a leſſer one given him, thereby indicating 
his pupillage. 


Ar the firſt interview between the two earls, the 
recent gave his ward a ſcrious lecture on his behavi- 
our towards him, at the inſtigation of the lord of Ter. 
deer, and inſiſted on a recal and nullification of every 
act he had done ſince his arrival from England, eſpe- 

clally, 
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kially, chat the lordſhips of 2e/teyn, Benſcope and 
Moerden, ſhould be ſequeſtered from the heirs of 
Wolfart, who ought to think it a favour, that the na- 
tural patrimony of the family was not ſcized to com- 
penſate for the manifold extortions and injuries chat 
had been practiſed on the nation. 


Tur two earls went to Zeeland, and there pacified 
ſome commotions, occaſioned by the news ot che tra- 
gic end of their premier noble; they alſo rarified the 
peace with Frigſland, and re- eſtabliſhed that penple to 
the full enjoyment of all their ancient charter rights. 


Tux next ſtep was an aſſ ciation between the two 
earls and the moſt powerful towns of Holland and 
Zeeland, for the purpoſe of making a ttri& enquiry 
into the murder of the late ear], that ſo the perpe- 
trators might be brought to condign puniſhment. 


Tur regent after this went to France, leaving his 
ward ſick at Haarlem, of which illneſs this young 
_ died a few days after, on the 10th of Novem- 

er, 1299: He was ſuſpected to be killed by the er̃- 
fects of a flow poiſon, adminiſtered to him by the lord 
of Terveer, before that nobleman met his fate at Del, 
though there were not wanting thoſe who accuſed the 
regent of this crime; and two of the oldeſt and moſt 
authentic writers of the annals of this country tay, 
that he died of a dyſentery, 


His wiwow Elizabeth, daughter of Edward, re- 
turned to her native country, w where ſhe was loon at 
ter married to the earl of Hereford, by whom the had 
many children, 
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Thus ended the firſt race of ſovereigns, deſcended 
in the direct male line from the great Fr chief Ge- 
rold, whoſe fon Diederick the iſt, was, anno 923, 
elected the firſt lord or earl cf Frieſland. They 1e- 
mained on the ſeat of government about 376 years. 


Jorn D*Avennes, a fon to Adelaide, ſiſter of Flo- 
fis th, whom I formerly mentioned to have been ba- 
niſned by her brother, was the next heir to the domi- 
nions of the deceaſed carl, who left no children. 


Tr1s was the ſame John earl of Hainault, and re- 
gent of Holland and Zeeland, already ſo often menti- 
oned : He was by all the cities univerſaliy proclaim- 
ed earl of Holland and Zeeland, and lord of Friefands 
by the ſtile of John the ſecond. 


Bur among the nobles were ſome diſſentients, at 
the head of whom was the exiled lord of Renefſe, who 
claiming the privilege of clearing himſelf of the im- 
putation of guilt wherewith he was charged, as be- 
ing one of the conſpirators againſt Floris, and like- 
vile of the charge of treaſon againſt the deceafed ear! 
John; but they were ſoon diſperſed, and rwo of Wol- 
fart's ſons made priſoners. 


Tais attempt having fai ed, Renefle went to Al- 
bert, the then emperor, and, under pretence that at 
ſome remote period of antiquity, theſe countries had 
been a part of the empire, propoſed to him the ſeizing 
on the government, left vacant by the death of earl 
john without iſſue. This bait was greedily ſwallow- 
ed by Albert, and he cauſed himſelf to be pro- 
claimed the rightful fovereign cf this * 
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His claim was laughed at; but he came with a con- 
ſiderable a my as far as Nimegen, to aſſert his right in 
perſon, The new earl met him here with another 
army, and by various manœuvres reduced tie empe- 
ror to ſome ſtraits; wherefore he retired to the caſt le 
of Craneniurg, where petceiving Reneſſe had dt ceived 
him, he reſolved on a ſudden retreat into Ay/77i2 : But 
the eleQors of Cologne and Trier, with ſeveral other 
princes of the empire, found means in ſome meaſureto 


tave the emperor's honour by patching up a peace. 


Dvurine theſe tranſactions Reneſſe arrived with a 
fleet fcom Zeeland and came before Heuſden; but hear- 
ing what had paſſed, they quitted the ſhips and fled 
to Bergen op Zoom, in Brabant: Here they committed 
ſome outrages, but were at length obliged to flee to 
the caſtle of 7: roy; the carl fent his ſon John, ſur— 
named the Mercileſs, to befiege Reneſſe in that fort; 
but on perceiving the approach of the army, he fied 


to Flanders. 


NexT year, 1301, this rebel lord made a ſucceſsful 
attempt on South Beveland. The little town of Goes 
held a long while, but finally ſurrendered when their 
ſovereign had come very near to relieve them: This 
enraged the earl, and he redoubled his diſpatch in pur- 
ſuing them, he overtook them and made them pay ve- 
ry dear for their plunder, which they were obliged to 
quit, and a ſmall remains only eſcaped into Brabant. 


Tux diſorders of Zeeland being thus quelled, the 
earl left his brother Guy and ſon John, to manage 
the government of that country, and made a journey 
to his earldom of Hain au. 


By 
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By this time the violent biſhop William of Uiregt 
had brought matters fo far, as to be able to proceed 
with vigour in his intended war againſt Holland; but 
by his flcecing the people of Utregt in a mercileſs 
manner, he to provoked them, that they forced him 
to quit that city. Of this he complained to the 


pore, who wrote to the biſhop of Munſter, to ads all 


puſſivle aſſiſtance to William, that he might be able 
to reduce theſe ſubjects to obedience ; aided by this 
bi!hop and the people of Overyſſel, he laid ſiege to 
Vt; his army committed many outrages in Hol- 
5 and he inſiſted on the lordſhips of Amſtel and 
Feorden, to be giver up to him, he claiming them as 
fiets ( the tee of Utregt; a number of the exiled 
conſpirators joined him likewiſe, and he began to 


ou a conſiderable progreſs in his ſcheme ot rapine 
and plunder, 


ERL John was ſtill in Hainault, and the gover- 
nors C Zeciand could not yet quit that country, with- 
out danger of more troubles there. But this did not 
prevent the Hollanders from making vigorous pre- 
parations to oppole this mad clergyman. They aſ- 
teinbled a ſmall army under five experienced com- 


manders, of whom the lord of Waſſenaar was the 
chief. 


1 x1is force marched directly for Utreg!, On their 
appreach the biſhop went to meet them with an ar- 


my at jcaft ſix times as great as theirs, This army he 


divided irto thice columns, and furiouſly attacked 
tne Hollanders on fo many ſides. A moſt furious 
engage ment was begun an ad maintained with obſtina- 
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cy; for the Hollanders ſeeing themſelves ſurrounded, 
and but little hopes of retreat left them, reſolved to 
ſell their lives as dear as they could. While the two 
armies were thus diſputing the ground in the molt 
ſtubborn manner, the lord of Montfort, who com- 
manded in the city, drew forth the greateſt part of 
the garriſon, and unexpectedly aſſailed the biſhop's 
rear, whereby his army got into confuſion, which was 
no ſooner perceived by the Hollanders, but they re- 
doubied their efforts, and the biſhop's army began 
to give way; he now perceiving that victory became 

at leait doubtful on his fide, reſolved to remedy the 
diſorder by his perſonal proweſs, and with very tew 
followers rode directly up to the front of the Hollan- 
ders, who, out of regard for his ſacred character, 

opened to the right and left to let him paſs ; when he 
found that this ſucceeded, he thought of taking that 
advantage, and by means of frequent aſſaults of this 
kind, to break the ranks of his enemies. The attempt 
ſucceeded a ſecond time ; but on another repetition, 
he met with a Hollandiſh ſoldier, who was not of 
temper mild enough to bear theſe inſults any loager; 

this rough ſon of Mars ſaluted the mad anointed of 
the Lord in ſuch a manner, by a blow on the head, 

that he fell dead from his horſe. 


Taz flight now became general, and the Hol- 
landers purſued, killing above a thouſand of the run- 
aways, beſides a great number that lay dead on the 
field. This battle happened July 4, 1301. After 
the purſuit was over, the Hollanders marched into 
Utregt, where they were received with every demon- 
ſtration of oy. 
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Tn earl was no ſooner apprized of the death of 
this reſtleſs biſhop, than he repaired to Holland, and 
by his influence his brother Guy was choſen biſhop in- 
itead of the deceaſed William; after which he again 
returned to [Jainauli, leaving the government of /7ol- 
land and Zeeland to his two ſons. 


Txt exiled Reneſſe had been very ſerviceable to 
Guy earl of Flanders, and contributed much towards 
obtaining a victory for him over the French, with 
whom he was a priſoner; after which he prevailed 
on Guy, ſon of carl Guy, to declare war againſt Hel- 
land, Which Guy was not averſe from, and aſſiſted by 
thoſe of Juliers, he ſent Reneſſe at the head of an army 
into C2:zend, where they began to ſtir up the natives 
to an inſurrection; but William, fon to earl John, 
ſuddenly aſſembled a number of Zeelanders, broke 
up the neſt and laid the country waſte ; yet Rent ſſe 
had the courage to march at the head of his Fle- 
mings, and Juliersmen, to meet William, who, 
however, gave them ſuch a reception, that they ſoon 
gave way, leaving him maſter of the field of battle. 


This happened in Lent, anno 1302. 


RENESssE finding that open force conſtantly failed 
him, now changed the lion into the fox, and pretend- 
ing that all was quiet, tampered with the Zeelanders, 
and having gained ſome of the principal on his ſide, 
they adviſed Will iam to diſband his army, which he 
did; but, to:bis great furprize, he received intelli- 
gence that a large army of PFlemings ſtood ready to 
make an incurſion iu Zeelaud: He, however, aſſem- 
bled a tolerable army, with waich he intended to 
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march to encounter the enemy; but the ſame evil 
counſellors prevailed on him to garriſon the places of 
ſtrength and wait their cuming. They did not ſtay 
long, but ſoon invaded the iſland Welcheren, and 
marched to Terveer, which they took through treaſon, 
after the garriſon had murdered their governor, 


AFTER a little while they obtained an advantage 
over great part of William's army, where, for ſome 
reaton or other he was not preſent; purſuing this op- 
portunity, they marched to Armuyaen, where Will:- 
am was, who now perceived that he was deceived, and 
in a fit of anguiſh and diſpair ran to meet them, but 
was inſtantly broke, and he eſcaped with diticulty 
into Middelburg, which was immediately inveſted, 
The city was in great want of every thing, ſo that 
William was ſoon obliged to capitulate; he obtained 
honorable terms and a lafeguard for himſelf to Zie- 
rickzee, where he arrived; Guy, however, was of 
intention to break the convention and to ſeize on 
William's perſon : But Rensſle adviſed againſt this 
meaſure, becauſe the Zeelanders who were moſtly 
ſubdued, would never put any truſt in him if he now 
broke his word 


WILLIAM was however hardly arrived at Zzerick=ee, 
when he was cloſely beſieged by the Flemings under 
Philip, fon to Guy, who attempted to enter the 
place by ſtorm : but here fortune took a turn; the 
beſieged gave him ſuch a reception that it coir him 
1500 men, beſides a great number that were drowned, 


MEANWRHILE, earl John returned from Hainault, 
and having, together with his brother the biſhop, a's 
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ſembled a very large army, began to prepare for the 
alli:tance of his fon, The Fianderkins having met 
wita tome ſcvere rebuffs before Ziericiezee, and hearing 
of the pieparacions making in Hloliand, brgan to treat; 
and in ſummer 1303, a ceſſation of arms was con- 
cluded on, for an unlimited time; this ceſſation cauſed 
great murmuring among the commons. Hoſtilities 
were not to recommence till four months after the 
one party ſhould communicate his intention of break - 
ing the treaty, Reneſſe and all the conſpirators and 
exiles were excluded from this negotiation. 


Bur theſe, perceiving that John was ill at the 
Hague, and preparing to return to Hainault, ſoon ſtir- 
ed up the Flemings to renew hoſtilities. John hav- 
ing given his ſon all the neceſſary advice, proceeded 
on his intended journey, and William, together with 
his uncle the biſhop, embai ked and failed for Zeeland, 
where they arrived before Duve/and during night. A 
ſtrict prohibition from landing was publiſhed in the 
fleet; but a Frieſlander diſobe yed this injuaction and 
went on ſhore; he was followed by a number of 
his countrymen. The noiſe of their plundering 
awoke the reſt, and the whole army ſoon followed 
them, burning and pillaging all before them. 


Renesse, who had taken poſt in Daveland, ſeeing 
the conflagration, ſent to the neareſt diviſion of the 
Flemiſh army to follow him, while himſelf with the 
inſurgents very unexpectedly fell on thete ravagers, 
who being greatly diſperſed, fled in confuſion towards 
their ſhips, leaving all their booty, 
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Titz biſhop and his nephew being informed of 
what was doing, had landed alſo, and uſed their ut- 
moſt endeavors to put an tnd to this plundering, 
and to reembark. the army; but it was impractica- 
ble, and yet leſs poſſible to reſtore order among the 
run aways, to bring them to face their enemies; thus 


above three thoufand periſhed here by the ſword, and 


in the waves, among the ſlain were ſeyeral nobles. 
Witliam hardly eſcaped, and biſhop Guy was taken 
and carried prifoner into Flanders. This occurred in 
lent 1304. This defeat encouraged the Flemings to 
recommence the ſiege of Zirictzee; but this city as 
before remained firm, although ſhe was the only re- 
maining one in Zeeland, 

Renesst who had his emiſſaries every where, 
found that this was a good opportunity to invade 
Holland itſelf, to this end he adviſed young Guy to 
quit Zirickzee, and march into Holland, who approv- 
ing of the meaſure, ſent his herald before to proclaim 
him earl of Holland, anouncing heavy vengeance on 
thoſe who refuſed to accept of him for their lord. 


HF ſoon followed with his army, and on his arrival 
all North Holland reccived him: Haarlem only refuſed 
him entrance, but all the other great towns ſubmit- 
ted, ſwore an oath of fealty, and gave hoſtages for 
the truth of their intentions. Doradregt only refuſed, 
and joined Haarlem; whereupon theſe two places bo- 
came the refuge of thoſe who remained faithful ta 
their country. 

Tur duke of Brabant took advantage of theſe 


tronbles, invaded Holland on the other fide, and 
N hegan 


B 


began by beating a part of the Hollandiſh army 
near Geertruyaenberg, which was betrayed into his 
hands. His progreſs towards the interior part was 
now very rapid ; when young Guy who intended to 
have all to himſelf defired an interview, which hap- 
pened at Moudriebem, here they quarrelled about the 
booty, and were on the point of parting in enmity, 
but at length agreed that Guy ſhould retain North 
Holland, the duke was to have South-Holland; and 


they were to hold Dordregt jointly. 


Tur now attacked the caſtle of Merwede, near 
that city, but were repulſed with great loſs in aſtorm, 
whereby they thought to have carried it, 


Taz duke next fat down before Dordregt, and by 
throwing in fireworks he burned ſome houſes ; but on 
the tenth day thoſe from within ſallied out and hand- 
led him ſo roughly, that he beat a retreat: They 
purſued him to Bois le duc into which they threw 
fireworks and did ſome damage. On their return 
they amaſſed great plunder and ſetting fire to every 
place they came to in Brabant, they returned victo- 
riouſly into their own city. 


Tur eaſtern part of Holland was likewiſe burned 
pillaged and diſtroyed by the lord John Vande Lede, 
a vaſſal to the earidom : He took this time to vent 
his diſcontent, and returned home with much pillage 
and many priſoners, 


| Trvs out of all Holland and Zeeland, only three ci- 
ties held for their lawful ſovereign Dordregt, in 


Saulb-Helland, Haarlem in Nerib. Holland, Zirickzee 
1 


E 


in Zeeland, the Frielanders however this time adhered 
faithfully to their duty, 


UTREGT had long been torn by two powerful fac- 
tions in that city : Biſhop Guy had reconciled them, 
but on his being made a priſoner, the old grudge 
broke forth again, and diſcord reigned compleatly 
within the walls of that city, 


Guy of Flanders, hearing of this, repaired thither, 
and ſoon took the government to himſelf, appointing 
new magiſtrates ; he next applied to the eccleſiaſtical 
rulers to have them depoſe the impriſoned biſhop, 
and elect in his room, William earl of Juliers. The 
clergy refuſed to gratify him in this: Whereupon 
he reſolved to remove his priſoner by death. 


WILLIAM ſon to earl John, ſeeing this miſerable 
fituation of his fathers affairs, reſolved to make an at- 
tempt to retrieve them: He was at Zirickzee, from 
whence he diſpatched the lord of Haamſtede, a natural 
ion of Floris, with a ſmall ſuite in one ſhip only, with 
this he arrived at Sandford, and immediately diſpatch- 
ed a meſſenger to Haarlem, to aſl: the magiſtrates whe. 
ther they ſtill inclined to adhere to their legal ſove- 
reign or not; on this man's arrival he found the ci- 
tizens in treaty with the Flemings, but he had no ſoo- 
ner communicated his buſineſs to ſome among t them, 
than the whole aſſembly reſounded Holland ! Holland 


for ever ! and Sans ceremonie drove the Flemiſh envoys 


out of their gates : The croud ran to the ſhore ſide 
to welcome Haamſtade as their deliverer ; they receiv- 
ed him into the city with all poſſible marks of joy 
and eſteem, Directly after his arrival he erected the 
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ſtandard of Holland, and in a very eloquent ſpeech ex- 
horted the citizens to an exertion of all their power, 
to reſcue their country from its invaders. 


Tnz Kennemerlanders inſtantly joined him; and 
ſoon after a depuration of the Fricilanders arrived, on 
ſeeing theſe laſt his joy was exceſſive ; for he had been 
apprehenſive that they would according to cuſtom 
take this opportunity to regain their ancient frec dom. 
But when they offered him their ferv ice, and aſſured 
him that they abhorred the Flemings; he put great 
confidence in them, as knowing what intrepid ſol- 
diers they were. | 


CIncurAx letters were now diſpatched ta all the 
cities, inviting them to throw of the Flemiſh yoke. 


Trose of Dordregt, on their part were far from 
being idle, making continval inroads on their ene- 
mies under the conduct of the lord of Futte; they 
firſt plundered burat and took a number of ſh:ps be- 
fore 2 Jelmonde, and next burnt the town of Waatwyk, 
n ar which they had to encounter with the Flemings, 
in which the latter loſt upwards of two thouſand 
men ; Guy made his perſonal eſcape by meer chance 
only, he fled to Urregt ; where being apprized of 
what paſſed at Haar/cm ; He left Reneſſe the care 
ot that city, and marched with his army to Gouda, 
ſending feveral thouſand troops, as an adyanced corps 
on the road to Haarlem. | | 


Or receiving this intelligence, Haamſtede with all 
the fencible men he could find met him; the en- 
counter happened at Hillegom, The Flemings who 
1reamt of nothing leſs than to meet fuch an army, 

an 
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and thought only of inveſting the town, were amaz- 
ed ; but finding that they muſt fight the attack 
commenced, and the Flemings were defeated in ſuch 
a manner, that ſcarce any eſcaped : The preſent name 
of the place where this happened is ſtill expreſiive of 
a dreadful ſlaughter, 


Tus advantages gave ſuch weight to the circu- 
lar letter, that every city began to think of ridding 
themſelves of the remainder of theſe intruders. Thoſe 
of Delft began the act, and drove off the garriſon, 
with a number of the fugitives who had juii erter- 
ed. The Flemings left above five hundred dead. 
The ſtreet where the principal laughter happened, 
is yet known by the name of Fleming-ftreet. The 
people of Leyden accompliſhed the like, and formed a 
junction with thoſe of Delft, time enough to march 
that ſame evening to Gouda, which they ſuprized, 
and by that means ſet at liberty the hoſtages. The 
Flemings, who were here in greateſt numbers, on the 
firſt alarm, ran out into the ſtreets, where the next 
dawn ſhewed them lying dead, naked, and in heaps. 
Thoſe who eſcaped the (word, not knowing the ſitu- 
ation of affairs, fled to Delft, as a place of ſafety, but 
there met the fate which they had eluded at Gouda, 


AT Schiedam the expulſion was excited chiefly by 
women, and the other cities ſoon followed the exam, 
ple of thoſe already mentioned, 


Tur lord of Cats, who was governor of the caſtle 
of Scboonboven, for the Flemings, came into the city. 
to ſee what was doing; but was arreſted ; his fon 
hewever held the caſtle, in conſequence of which it 

Was 


1 


was beſieged by ſome troops that had arrived from 
Doraregt, under the command of Haemſtade. 


Go ſeeing his hopes thus fruſtrated, returned into 
Zeeland, hoping to reduce Zierictzee, which was the 
only place that did not acknowledge his father's do- 
minion; with this view he beſieged it for the third 
time, and having experienced, that in Norch and South 
H1:!land, a ſingle city in each had cauſed him the loſs 
ot the whole country, was now determined not to 
ſpare any pains or coſt to reduce this. 


For this project he aſſembled a prodigious army; 
an old and very creditable writer ſays, two hundred 
thouſand men: This, however, ſeems a great exag- 
geration or a miſtake, He fitted out a great fleer, 
and collected an immenſity of arms and military 
{tores, ſurrounding the city with Sambuce *, and Ca- 
tapultæ, from which laſt the city was annoyed by 
ſtones of an immenſe bulk. He likewiſe ſhut the 
harbour by a dam acroſs its mouth, to prevent aſ- 
liſtance by water, 


WILLIAM had left the command of the garriſon to 
Baldwin d' Terſickx and John de Cruning. Theſe 
worthy chiefs made an amazing defence. The city 
was ſeveral times attempted to be carried by ſtorm, 
but in vain. The beſieged had made Catapultæ, eh 

whic 


„So called by ths Romans: I. was a machine moved on 
trucks, and build, an £43al height with the walls of the town 
or fort that was intended to be ſtormed. Ii was brought cloſe to 
the wall, and a kind of dra bridge was op, on te top of the 
/all from the Samba, cer which the ſoldiers marched to the 
attack. 
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which they returned Guy the ſtones he hove, with in- 
tereſt, ruining his works very often. The women 
took care to quench the fire wherever it took, and 
were employed in ſupplying the walls with ammuni- 
tion, &c, 


On finding ſuch a defence, Guy changed the ſiege 
into a cloſe blockade, intending to do by famine 
what force could not effect. 


WIiLLIaM, who, as was before hinted, - had left 
Zierickzee, went to Dordregt, where, at midnight, he 
was received with great acclamations, from hence he 
weat to:the fiege of the citadel of Schoonboven, which 
he reduced by he following ſtratagem; cauſing a 
Sambuca to be brought near the wall, on the tront of 
its draw. bridge was tied the lord of Cats, father to 
him who commanded within, who on ſeeing this, 
would not be the caule of his father's death, tor the 
ſake of holding a place which could not be held ma- 
ny days longer; he therefore ſurrendered, and ob- 
tained honourable terms. Thus 7{o/iand was entire- 
ly cleared of its Flemiſh encroachers. 


MrANWIIE, Philip the fat, king of France, ſent a 
alley to William, on board of which was Regnerus 
Grimaldi of Genoa, admiral of France, who was or- 
deræd to inſpect the ſtate of the country, and to offer 
aſſiſtance, At an interview, the admiral promiſed 
William a quick return with a great force at his diſ- 
poſal. 


THaREE weeks elapſed, however, above the ap- 
pointed time, before theſe promiſed auxiliaries were 
heard 
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heatd of, at the end of which period a barge arrived; 
acquainting William that Grimaldi had left Calais 
with eleven galleys and thirty-eight capital ſhips, in 
order to come to the aſſiſtance of Holland and Z e. 
land. On the receipt of this news, William inftant- 
ly embarked his troops at the port of Schiedam, from 
w hence they failed the next day, Shortly atter the 
tv fleets came together in the Maas, 


IT was ſifteen days after this junction before they 
could ſurtaount the contrary winds and ſtorms, ſo as 
to come before the iſland Shouwer, and in fight of 
the Flemiſh fleet. Zierickzee was brought to the 
b ink of deſpair; but on fight of the Hollandiſh 
fignal lights; from the maſt-head, the drooping cou- 
rage of the citizens revived, and they refolved to hold 
out till the reliet could compleatly arrive. 


RenEx<sE wrote to Guy, adviſing him by all means 
to avoid a naval engagement with ſuch expert mari: 
ners as the Hollanders, eſpecially now they had ſuch 

werful aſſiſtance, and were conducted by fo famous 
an admiral as Grimaldi, who had greatly multiplied 
his victories on the briny element. Guy received 
this letter, but truſting to his great ſtrength, and de- 
ii ous cf diſtinguiſhing himſelf, he did not regard 
the admonition. 


Tur 10th of Auguſt, 1304, at evening, the two 
fleets began to engage. The fight laſted till next 


night. This battle was maintained with a degree of 


fury that can hardly be imagined. It was the great- 
eſt naval combat that hitherto ever happened in this 
part of Eurcpe, or perhaps any where elle, Many re. 

markable 
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markable things happened during this ſharp con- 
flict; but the detail of battles is always tedious in an 
hiſtorical narrative, and therefore thall only mention, 
that at firſt the Hollandets ſeemed to have the diſad- 
vantage, but finally it ended in a moſt ſignal defeat 
of the F lemings, who loſt ten thouſand men, and ele- 
ven hundred veſſels, among which was the one on 
board of which Guy himſeif was, who was carried a 
priſoner to France; a number were burnt, drove a- 
ſhore, ſunk or otherwiſe ruined, and a vaſt crowd of 
unhappy wretches were drowned. 


Taz army which was left before Zterickzee, perceiv- 
ing this diſaſter of their fleet, raiſed the ſiege, but for 
want of ſhipping to eſcape from the iſland, the great- 
er part were Obligcd to ſeek tor ſhelter among the 
downs. 


WILLIAM entered the relieved town in triumph, 
and diſpatched ſonie troops after the fugitives, of 
whom five thouſand were brought in priſoners. A 
general amneſty was publiſhed, excepting only ſome 
of the conſpirators. Thus was all Zeeland regained. 
The inhabitants every Where receiving their deliverers 
with great ſatisfactiou, pecially thoſe of Mi adelburz, 
who had moſt experienced the Fiemiſh verkdy, 
and whoſe walls were razed contrary to Capitulation. 
William rebuilt the fortificacions in a better mat-acr 
than they were, employing for that purpoie the ma- 
terials of all the caitics belonging to the rebel lords, 
which by his order were to- ally demoliſhed throug f- 
Gut the idand. 


N HAVING 


11 


Hav re eſtabliſhed good order every where, he 
reſolved to march to Utrecht, where all the conſpira- 
tors and exiles were aſſembled, under protection ot 
Rencſle, whom Guy had left as his lieutenant in that 
city. 


Bur ſome of the diſbanded foldiers ſaved their 


general that trouble; tor a number of theſe, canſick- 
ing of _Hollanders, and Frieſlanders, made fre juent 
excurſions into the diſttict of Urregt, plundering, 
and carrying off every thing; and at length, on a very 
dark night, October 12, 1304, they burnt ſome 
mills, and ſeveral inconſicerable dweliings near the 
gates; hoping that on this alarm, Rencfle would 
venture out to ;evenze this outrage, But he afraid 
of treaſon within, allembled the cor ſpirators, and 
fled through tte oppoſite gate; after paſſing by 
Cuylen: burg, and ccming right « over againſt the village 
of Baſichem, they began to be apr: cher nive of a pur- 
ſuit, and ſent their horſes acro{3 the river Let: On 
the return of the pont they were ſo anxious of crofl- 
ing, that none would ſtay for a ſecond turn; by this 
means the flat was fo leaded, that her ſtern was a- 
ground, to lighten this, they ran forward, Ly which 
means ſhe got off, but her head dipped under bt fore 
they could bring her to an even keel; waerefore ſhe 
overſet and funk, This was the £nd of molt of the 
conſpirators, and among them was Reneſle, a man cf 
great intrepedity, and ſol lid underſtanding, Who might 
have | U een an onament to 2 country, had he. nor 
plc pech his talents againſt her: The nun ber that 
per ſhed was above an bundred only one, ine cit re 
me ten g John vand: Lede jumped overboard on ſee- 
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:ng the danger; but the current was too ſtrong, 
and {wept him away with the reſt. 


SnoRTLY after biſhop Guy was exchanged againſt 
lord Guy, who was taken in the late naval fight, and 
the biſhop returned to his ſce, to the great ſatisfacti- 
on of all Holland, Zeeland, Friefland, and Uirezt, 


Tnus an end was put to this Flemiſh war, the two 
pri cipals in which died about the ſame time, to wit, 
earl Guy of Flanders, at Compiegne in Fraxce, aged 80, 


and earl John of Hainault, Holland, Zeeland &c. at 
Haeinault. 


WILLIAM the 2d of that name, ſon of John, the 
fame who had ſignalized himſelf in the late recovery 
of his father's dominions, ſucceeded him in the govern- 
ment, and by his mild adminiſtration obtained the 
firname of William the Good, and thus the houſe of 


Hainault was eſtabliſhed in the ſovereignty of this 
country. 


I nave purpoſely dwelt thus long on this revolu- 
tion, that I might have an opportunity of diſplaying 
ſomething of the ſtrength, temper and goverament of 
my country, during an age in which the nobles in moſt 
other countries of Europe, ſufferedfas much in the a- 
brogation of their power as thoſe of Holland, although 
the commons were no where benefited by it, except 
among us; it will alſo evince, that ſtruggles for free- 
dom were no new thing at the time of Philip II. of 


Spain. 
Tris William enjoyed a peaceable reign, only a- 
bout the vear 1333. one Henry lord of Lag n, his 
vaſſal, 
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vaſſal, preſumed to make inroads into Uiregi, during 
time of profound peace; about which complaint be- 
ing made by the biſhop, William ordered Hageſteyn 
ro refund the damage, which he refuſed ; in conſe- 
quence of which, the bailiff of Rhyn/and was ſent to 
hring him to a ſenſe of his duty; which expedition 
ſucceeding, the affair had ro farther conſequences. 


WILLIAM died ſeon after this, and was ſucceeded 
by his only ſon William the fourth, who, about the 
year 1338, according to the folly of the times, went 
to Spain, to make war on the Moors in Grenada; from 
Þence he went into Syria, againſi the Saracens; and 
in 13245, we find him engaged in a war with Eaſt 
Friefland, during which he was drawn into an ambul- 


cade, as he was reconnoitring the country, accompa- 


nied by a number of nobles, on which occaſion he loſt 
his life. 
DvrinG his lifetime it was not allowed to buy 


hops, except from his great ſteward, who bought 
them of the planters at a fixed rate. 


Tunis prince ꝗ ied without children, whereupon the 
emperor of Germany, Louis the 4th, renewed the 
claim which his predeceſſor Albert had afſimed on 
the death of ear#John the 1ſt, and aſſembled a diet 
of the empire, where it was declared, that Holland, 
Zeeland and Hainault, as being anciently a part of the 
empire, again reverted to it by the death of their ſo- 
vereign. 


Bur Juckily this emperor was married to Marga- 
ret, eldeſt daughter of William the 2d, and ſiſter to 
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the laſt deceaſed earl: To this lady Louis prudently 
made a free-gift of the dominion of theſe countries; 
and on the demiſe of Louis the emperor, ſhe aſſem- 
bled the ſtates, and by their conſent gave the lieute- 
nancy of her dominions to her ſon William, on con- 
dition, that during her lifetime ſhe ſhould be efteem- 
ed the ſovereign, and William was to pay her an- 
nually the ſam of two thouſand pounds Holland mo- 
ney, whereupon ſhe retired into Bavaria; but Willi- 
am being involved in a war with regt, loſt Oude- 
water, and was defeated in a battle near Schoonborwen, 
whereby he was diſabled from paying her the ſtipu- 
lated penſion, even in the very firit year. 


MarcarzT, not pleaſed at this, repaired to Hol- 
land, where ſhe called her ſon before her, in the pre- 
ſence of a number of lords, to whom ſhe complain- 
ed of this breach of faith, and after divefting him 
of the lieutenancy, ſhe ordered him to retire into 
Hainault. 


MarGARET now afſumed the reins of government 
in perſon, but held them ſlackly, and the war with 
Utrezt proved more unfortunate under her adminiſtra- 
tion, than it had done under her ſon, he had acquired 
no ſmall influence over the minds of the community, 
who about the year 1350, for the moſt part became 
clamorous for his recall, 


A &1ND of epidemical madneſs had ſeized the peo- 
ple of Europe, during the latter part of the 13h, and 
the whole of the 14th century; cruel diſſentions 
reigned every where, and every houſe was divided a- 
gainſt it ſelf, nor had a 1-alouſy for the rights, digni- 
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ty, or privileges of human nature, any ſhare in the 
conteſt: No, the age was too dark, and the clouds of 
popery which envel.: ped the mind of man, were about 
this time collected to their moſt dreadful height; the 


ſtorm now burſt, and no glimmering of lighs began 
to appear till the next centu ry. 


THrrst contentions had no other end in view, but 
the baſe and unworthy one, to determine which ty- 
rant men ſhould be ſubject to. 


Tuus all Laß was become a ſea of blood through 
the rage of che Gue! ohs and Gibelins. France was 
torn with the litigations of the hats and cops, or the 
Orleano!s, and Bourgundian parties. The diſſentions 
of the Auſtrians, and Bavariens, and afterwards of 
the Bavarians, and Beemians ript up the very bawels 
of Germany. England was miſerably ren t by the facti- 
ons of the u and red roſe. Gelderland ſuffered 
cruelly between the Heekers and Bronkhorſters. I he 
buyers of ſat or leau cattle, horribly lacerated the poor 
Friſians: And inflanders the community ſwam in blood 
through the debates between the 5 onskoods and 


White Coifs. 


Tux ſtrife between Margaret ard her for, now 

ave birth to two ſimilar confederacics in Holland, 
of which thoſe Who diſliked a female ditpenfation 
were the molt numerous, and called th-miclves Cod- 
fiſh, in alluſion to the ranacity of that animal, as tho 
they would deitroy their opponents in the lame man- 
ner as he devours the imalier il. 


Tre party who held with the mother conſfified of 


the greateſt part of nebilicy and Enights, who Riled 
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themſel ves Hooks; thereby indicating that though 


the Cod was a large, ſtrong and voracious fiſh, yet 
a Hook might be the inſtrument of his death. 


By way of diſtinction the Cod wore grey bonnets, 
and the Hooks red ones, and where ever theſe two 
diverſities cf color met, murder always enſued, 


LEvyDex, Gouda, and Amſterdam at firſt held withthe 
mother, but William having taken and demoliſhed 
ſeventeen caſtles belonging to he nahles, the firſt and 
laſt of theſe cities changed ſides, and the example 
was ſoon followed by V eſt- Fri, and, and Kennemerland. 
Margaret whoſe ſiſter was queen ci land, applied 
there for the help which {he obtained. 


Wirn the help of theſe auxiliaries, ſhe came into 
the field with an army ſufficient to make head againſt 
her ſon, A very ſanguinary action cufued near Ter- 
veer, in Zeeland, where William was defeated; but 
having obtained ſome aſſiſtance from Grrmany, he ſoon 
retrieved that damage, and 2 ſecond battle was fought 
near Gravejande, in Holland, where, alter an obſtinate 
conteſt, the Hooks army was entirely . overthrown 
with prodigious aughter. The lord of Brederode, 
head of that party, was taken, the Engliſh command- 
er in chief killed, and Margaret obliged to flog into 
England; where ihe ſigned a treaty, relinquiſhing alt 
her right to the dominion of Llallaud, Z:2land and 
{riejtand to her fon, reſerving to herſelt the county of 
Hainault, during her natural lite. Ho tins laſt coun- 
ry ſhe retired, and after living a lite of grief, ſhe died 


Fd 


IS a - Fae 
here five years after her diſgrace, 


B 4 


1 


E this means the Cod party was eftabliſhed, the 
lords of the adverſe party obliged to flee, the magiſ- 
trates who pad held with Margatet were turned out, 
and uthers of the triumphaus party appointed in their 
room. 


In this manner the dominion of this part of the 
Netherlangas was transterred into the houſe or Bavaria. 
William duke of Bavaria being thus fixed in the ſeat 
of government, enjoyed it quietly for about three 
years after the demiſe ot his mother, when he became 
deprived of his lenſes, and in a tranſport of rage kill- 
ed one of the chiefs of the Cod party, which cauſed 
the ſtates cloſely to confine him at the Hague. In this 
reſtrained ſituation he lingered for the ſpace of nine- 
teen years, atid then died. 


On his impriſonment a diſpute aroſe between the 
two parties; the Cods inſiſted on giving the regency 
to Magdalen of Lancaſter, William's counteſs; bur 
the Hooks, aided by all Hainault, refuſed their aſſent 
to this, becauſe ſhe was a foreigner, and had no iſſue 
by William. After ſome altercation, the greateſt 
part of the cities of Holland and Zeeland gave into 
thele reaſons; and Albert palſgrave of the Rhine, 
brother to William, was, anno 1357, appointed re- 
gent of Hainault, Holland, Zeeland and Frigſland. 


ABovur this time Amſterdam began to flouriſh ; that 
city and ſome others in Vor:b Holland carrying on a 
conſiderable trade to the Baliic, to facilitate which 
they obtained, anno 1368, very extenſive privileges 
trom Albert king of Sweden; and we iind her the 
next year admitted among the number of Haxje 
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towns, On the demiſe of William, which happened 
ano 1376, Albert ſucceeded as earl of Holland. 


Tur annals of this time are left much in the dark. 
by our ancient hiſtorians, We find nothing very re- 
markable noted, except that the F rieſſanders refuſed 
to acknowledge Albert as their lord, and were by him 
defcated in a battle near Stavoren, anno 1397, in con- 
ſequence of which defeat, they were obliged to ſub- 
mit to hard terms. 


IMMEDIATELY on Alhert's departure, they, how- 
ever, made a new attempt to throw off his admini- 
ſtration; but, on hearing of his equipping a fleet at 
Amſterdam, they ſubmitted a-new and remained quiet. 


Alp died anno 1404, having governed theſe 
countries nineteen years as regent, and twenty-three 
in quality of earl, By his prudent conduct he kept 
the two confederacies in pezce, although his eldeft 
ſon William, who ſucceeded him, had headed the 
Hook party and frequently endeavoured to cauſe 
great miſchief. 


Ar the death of Albert, the Cod party fearing that 
William might revenge the aſſiſtance they had afford- 
ed his father againſt kim, cauſed much trouble, eſpe- 
cially at Haarlem, Delft and Amſterdam, the ſeditions 
often ran high; but William foon eſtabliſhed him- 
ſelf firmly, and we find him, having ſubdued all the 
inſurgents, in poſfeſſion of his government in the year 
1405, 


Tris William the 6th abrogated the privileges of 
the cheigy much, and eſpecially Incapacitated aj! rei- 
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gious houſes and perſons from becoming the heirs toy 
any real eſtate. 


He lingered long of a fore leg, and ſeeing old age 
approach faſt, he, anno 1415, affembled the Rates of 
the country, and propoſed to them that they ſhould 
accept of his only daughter Jacoba, as his heir to the 
ſovereignty, and confirm the ſame to her; to which 
propoſal they readily concurred. 


Tx1s lady was married to the dauphin of France. 


He did this to prevent his brother John from ſuc- 
ceeding in his ſcheme of becoming his ſucceſſor in the 
government, 


DurinG this reign great ravages were committed 
hy ſome pirates, who had their rendezvous about 
Zmbden , but they were ſoon ſubdued by the vigi- 
Jance of the Hollanders, Kainburgers and Lubeckers. 


WILLIAV the 6th died anno 1417, and his davgh- 
ter Jacoba ſucceeded him. Her huſband, ſon to 


Charles VI. of France, died ſoon after her acceſſion. 


He was ſuppoſed to be poiſoned by her uncle John 
of Bavaria, who, in order to obtain the goverrment 
tor himtelf, had applicd to the emperor Sigiſmund, 
offering him to acknowledge the claim of the empire 
to this country, on condition that the emperor ſhould 
veſtow the tenure of the ſovereignty on him. 


FoRT1FIED with this grant, he returned and drew 
a number of the cities on his fide, and numberleſs 


avarrels enſued. 
J:iconag 
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JacoBa, by the advice of her mother, married John 
duke of Brabant, thinking thereby to ſtrengthen her- 
ſelf in the adminiſtration; and a peace was ſoon after 
made between her and her uncle, whereby each party 
remained in poſſoſſion of what they then had: But 
John of Bavaria prevailed on John of Brabant, to re- 
fign his dominion in favour of the firſt, which fo en- 
raged j acoba, that ſhe quitted this ſenſeleſs huſband, 
and applied for a diſpenſation from Rome. She was 
ſhortly after married to Humphry duke of Glouceſter. 


Joan of Bavaria, anno 1420, carried on an unſuc- 
celsful war with Uregt, and in the year 1424 he died, 
leaving the ſovereignty of theſe countries, by an ille- 
gal will, to duke Philip of Burgundy, who, in virtue 
thereof, claimed the ſame, and on that account carri- 
ed on a war with Jacoba, who having given great diſ- 
guſt to the Hollanders by her marriage with Hum- 
phry, was abandoned by moſt of the cities who joined 
the Cod party under Philip of Burgundy and John of 
Brabant. 


Jacosa ſollicited aid from England, but could not 
obtain it; for which reaſon Humphry quitted her 
and entered into another marriage. 


NoTw1iTHSTANDING this, ſhe in perſon obtained a 
ſignal victory over the Cod party, near Afen, about 
the year 1427; but her admiral, lord Brederode, was 
ſoon after worſted in a naval engagement near Wieren- 
gen. In 1428, ſhe was beſieged in Gouda, and obliged 
to appoint Philip regent of Holland, Hainault, &c. 
and to declare him her lawful heir and ſucceſſor. 
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Joux of Bralunt dying ſoon after, Jacoba was pri- 
vately married to lord Francis de Borſſelen ; but Phi- 
lip gaining intelligence of the matter, by ſtratagem 
get Francis in his power, and ſent him a priſoner to 
Htlanders ; yet after much interceſſion, and Jacoba 
ceding all that remained to her of theſe countries, ex- 
cept the iſlands Zuydbeveland and Voorne, for herſelf, 
and Oaſtervaut for her huſband, on condition that her 
children by Francis ſhould be declared the lawful 
ſucceſſors ; her huſband being releaſed, ſhe retired to 
a lite of privacy, and died childleſs two years after. 


Tnus Philip of Burgundy obtained the ſovereignty 
of this country; but he reſiding in Burgundy left the 
licutenancy to lord William Laleyn, through whoſe 
mal- adminiſtration the two parties, about 444, came 
again to open rupture; but Philip ſoon arriving, put, 
by his pretence, a ſtop to hoſtilities, and he appoint- 
cel his {on to the lieutenancy, 


Dugi his reign, an uprovoked, piratical war 
was carried on againſt Holland, at the inſtigation of 
the Danes, Pomeranians and Pruſſians. who were af- 
terward joined by the Spaniards and Venetians, wha 
all ſeized on a number of Hollandiſh ſhips in their 
harbours, and took a great many at ſea, propoling to 
drive the Hollanders from off that element, and this 
without any previous declaration of war. Negoci- 
ations were ſet on foot to accommodate the matter, 
but proved fruitleſs; thus the Hollanders equipped 
2 powerful fleet, among which Amſterdam alone had 
twenty cap:tal ſhips, with which they ſoon retaliated 
and got doubly paid, and at lat drove the RE 
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this plratical aſſociation into their own ports, from 
hence they durſt not venture out a ſ:-cond time, It 
was on this occaſion that the Hollanders carried 
brooms at maſthead. Finally, a truce was made in 
1442, which ended after ſome years in a peace. 


In this reign the mode of building ſhips was en- 
tirely altered; the veſſels heretofore in uſe, of what- 
ever ſize, were clinch built, but about the year 1466 
this was laid aſide, and the caulked ſeams ſtill in ule, 
were introduced : The ſize of the veſſels was much 
increaſed, The ſame year, the trade to the Baltic 
was eſtabliſhed on a better footing, and greatly en- 
larged, | 


Tur dykes heretofore only made of clay began 
this ſame year, to be reinforced by linings of timber, 
which mode in leſs than two centuries gave way, to 
the more ſubſtantial ſtonework now 1n ule, which has 
lately been ſtill more eſſentially improved, by the 
plantations of Ozier and Ruſbes, on the waſte grounds 
outſide. 


Puli had frequent quarrels with the Engliſh, on 
the article of trade. This Philip is by the mon};iih 
writers ſtiled the good; his predeceſſor William the 
3d, obtained this ſame title by his aſſiſtance to the 
Cruzades. I find no reaſon for Philip's having it 
beſtowed on him, except a fooliſh vow to make war 
on the Turks, and his frequently ſending conſidera- 
ble preſents to the churches of the eait ; his prodigi- 
ous licentious, expenſive court, and profuſe way of 
life could not obtain him that epithet from the com- 
munity, who groaned under the taxes !evied to main- 
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tain it; his ſeverity on many occaſions too near hore 
dering on cruelty, nor his ambition, which cauſed him 
to deprive the counteſs Jacoba, of her rightful inheti- 
tance, could not procure him to be ſtiled good, by the 
rational part of mankind. It is true, he cheriſhed 
commerce, and obtained for himſelf the eſteem of 
foreign princes, but his avarice converted every occur- 
rence,even hisdeſignontheTurks to the uſeof dragging 
trealure into his coffers, by ſqueezing his ſubjects, 
After his death were found in his treaſury, four hun- 
dred thouſaud crowns in gold, ſeventy two thouſand 
marks of filver ; and his coſtly furniture, library, paint- 
ings, &c. were valued at two millions of Guldns 
the whole worth nearly two millions of Spaniſh milled 
dollars, an enormous ſum at a time, when ſpecie was 
ſo very ſcarce, I mention this inſtance, to ſhew how 
much faith we ought to put in the characters given 
us of princes, by the eccleſiaſtic writers of thoſe dark 
ages. 


In this reign, however, plenty and cheapneſs pre- 
vailed to an aſtoniſhing degree: I heſe countries had 
during the adminiſtration of John the 2d, been ſtiled 
the rich; with more propriety was that denomination 
now applied to them. Philip's court was one of the 
moſt luxurious and laſcivious perhaps ever known ; 
he had three wives ſucceſſively, by all whom he only 
left his ſon and ſucceſſor Charles, but he left by ſe- 
veral court-women ten natural ſuns, and nine daugh- 
ters of the ſame kind, to all whom he left large lega- 
cies. Profuſe and magnificent entertainments were 
almoſt diurnal, never was there a more unconfined 
Intercguiſe berween the iexes, even the baths were in 
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tommon to both; exceſſive coſtly modes of drels, 
and prodigious richneſs of ſtuffs were introduced ; 
wigs were firſt invented, out of complaiſance to 
the duke who being bald wore the firſt ; high 
crowned hats were firſt wore ; ſhoes with long 
and narrow points were firſt wore ; the women wore 
exceſſive high head-drefles, from whence a long train 
of ilk depended ; the linings and quiltings of the ir 
garments were expenſive beyond bounds; girdles 
and bracelets never appeared more ornamented with 
jewels; the meaneſt of the people wore ſilk and vel- 
vet, even the liveries of ſervants conſiſted of thefe 
ſtuffs, extravagantly embroidered and laced. 


To ſuch a government ſucceeded Charles on his 
father's demiſe in 1467, Charles was naturally averſe 
to luxury, but his ambition and deſire of fignalizing 
himſelf in war, prevented his reforming the abules of 
his court. 


Epward IV. of England, owed much to this 
prince, for his re-eſtabliſhment on the throne, The 
duke of Clarence, and the earl of Warwick attacked 
feveral Hollandiſh and Zeelandiſn ſhips, and the 
whole fleet from Kochelle fell into their hands; but 
a certain Hans Voetken, a captain in the merchanr 
ſervice; coming from the Baltic with a fleet, ſtopped 
their career; the prizes were carried into the harbour 
of I'rance, and Warwick after his encounter with 
Voetken, fled into Honfleur. Charks was very wroth 
with Louis XI. for the protection and countenance 
he gave to the Engliſh ; a ſhort billet which Charles“ 
wrote on this occaſion to the archbiſhop of Narbonre, 

then 
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then prime miniſter; and to Louis baſtard of Bour- 
von, admiral of France, gives us a lively picture of 
the genius, and temper of Charles, it run as follows: 
HArcbbiſbep, and you admiral, the 2 s which you ſay 
were ſent to meet the Engliſb, Eave attacked the fleet of my 
ſubjetts on ibeir return hemewards ; but by St, George, if 
no proviſion is made to repair this damage, I will with 
Goa's help provide in it my ſelf , without regaramg your 
reaſenings, judicial proceedings, or leave; for theſe are too 
arbitrary, fantaſticai, and tos long protracbed. Crranr ES, 
29th May,” 


Tuts laconic cpiſtle had no influence, and Charles 
Hrted out a fleet under command of admiral Henrick 
van Borſſel:n, ho in June met Warwick near the 
mouth of the Seine, prevented his entering it, and 
drove him to the coaſt of Normandy, where a fierce 
engagement took place. Warwick was worſted, 
Bor fielen burnt moſt of the fleet, and carried ten of 
the largeſt into the ports of Zeeland, Warwick fit- 
ted out a ſecond fleet, and Borſſelen was prevented 
from attacking him by a ſtorm ; but the Hollandiſh 
and Zeclandith ſalt fleet coming from the Bay, fell in 
with the carl, and ſo welcomed him that he was glad 
r run into Dartmouth. 


To make ſhort, Edward was obliged to fly, but 
was at length reſtored, and was ſo ſenſible of the be- 
acit he bad reaped from the aſũſtance of the Hollan- 
ders and £eelanders, that he granted the city of Ve- 
eve eral advantageous privileges in trade, and created 

ais 4 Gruithuyzen, a Hollander, earl of Wincheſter ; 
. tewile raiſed admiral Borſtelen to the dignity of 
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member of his privy-council, and made him lord 
of the bed-chamber. 


BrinG ſovereign of a wide extended country, 
Charles formed a project to enlarge his dominions as 
far as Bazel in Switzerland, and to aſſume the title of 
king: But this ambitious deſign ruined him, 


In 1474, the trade of Holland ſuffered much from 
French privateers, which Charles failed not to re- 
venge. 


Hrs reign was ſtill more remarkable for plenty and 
cheapneſs, than his father's had been: But his large 
demands for money cauſed much uncafineſs in the 
cities, eſpecially at Hoorn. 


Tux remaining part of the hiſtory of this turbu- 
lent Charles, firnamed the Bold; his death at the 
battle of Nancy, in 1477, againſt the Switzers and 
the duke of Lorrain, are too well known for me to 
enlarge upon. 


He left an only daughter by his ſecond wife Iſa- 
bella, daughter of duke Charles of Bourbon ;, her 
name was Mary, who, at the age of twenty, ſucceed- 
ed to a confuſed government, fleeced ſubje&s, and 
an empty trealury. The turbulency of her father's 
reign, and his ambitious projects, cauſed the nobili- 
ty and cities, eſpecially Gent, to oblige the'new ſove- 
reign to yield them a charter, called the Great Char- 
ter, which was as much talked ef, and as highly prized 
by the Netherlanders as king John's Magna Charta is 
in England. The ſame year ot her acceſſion, ſhe was 
married at Gent to Maximilian of tris ; the firſt of 
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that he uſe wh aſſumed the title of archduke inſtead 
of duke, which he did, anno 1483, In conſe- 
quence of his marriage, he was next year proclaimed 
earl of Holland, Zeeland and Friefland, with all the o- 
ther titles belong ing to Mary, who died in 1482, by 
a fall from her horſe, and left the ſole government, 
with one ſon and one daughter, to her huſband. 


Tur archduke found it, however, impracticable to 
get himſelf acknowledged by the ſtates any more 
than guardian to his ſon Philip, and as ſuch, regent 
of the Netherlands, The Flemings refuſed him even 
that, until about the year 1485, when they were 
oblig-d to yield to the power of Maximilian; and 
the young ear], who had hitherto been in the poſſeſ- 
7 of the people of Gent, was then delivered to his 

ather. 


MAxIAILIAN fcund it a troubleſome government 
indeed. FH Hort time before the death of Mary, the 
ancient diſputes between the Cod and Hook factions 
were renewed, - Horrid irregularities were commit- 
ted, eſpecially at Leyden, Dordregt and Hoorn: This 
lait place was taken by ftorm, the Hook party be- 
ing entered, ſpared neither age, ſex nor ſtation ; ſome 
of the magiſtrates were cut in pieces, two of the clergy 
were thrown headlong from the belfry of one of the 
churches; the one died immediately, but the other, 
though afterward run through, ſurvived. This ſa- 
vage thirſt of blood being allayed, they fell to plun- 
dering; churches, convents, public buildings and 
private houſes, were indiſcriminately ranſacked ; 1ma- 
zes, books, communion ſervice, records, houſhold 

| furniture, 
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furniture, were all carried off in ſo precipitate and 
cruel a manner, that when the booty was afterwards 
diſt-ihuted and ſold for little or nothing, the dead 
bodies of ſeveral infants were in many places found 
between beds, in which they had been taken up and 
packed off, 


Tat Cod party, intent on ruining their adverſa- 
ries beyoad hopes of ever riſing again, turned all their 
attention to flatter the archduke, ro whom they grant- 
ed every extravagant demand he choſe to make, of 
which humour he availed himſelf not a little to fill 
his coffers, and in return fell on the Hooks in every 
quarter, under pretence of their refuſing to pay the 
legal taxes; he turned his whole force againſt them, 
and even proceeded to arbitrary and cruel executions 
of the chiefs who had the misfortune to fall into his 
hands, by which means the Hook faction was entire- 
ly ſubdued in Holland, about the year 1482. 


UTzzer, and part of Gelderland, however, re- 
mained of that faction, and Maximilian continu— 
ed the war againſt them. The victorious Cod 
party in Holland. now tired of a diſpute which was no 
longer an inteſtine one, began to murmur at the vaſt 
increaſe of grants, the taxes running ſo high, that 
many of the middling ſort were forced to {ell even 
their beds to find means to ſatisfy the continual call 
for money. 


In Utregt loans were opened at near 23 per cent. an. 


nual intereſt, Here they expelled their biſhop, who 


in his turn obtained from the pope a bull of excom- 
munication againſt the city; and they again ſet this 
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at nought, obliging the clergy to perform the ſervice 
as before. | 


ArrER many violent ſtruggles, Utregt was obliged 
on the 7th of September, 1483, to yield to very hu- 
miliating terms propoſed by Maximilian; and thus 
an end was made to this cruel war. 


In 1486 the archduke was unanimouſly elected 
king ot the Romans. This ſame year he aſſumed an 
authority in maritime affairs, which none of our Ne- 
therlandiſh princes before him had dared to preſume. 
'The cities had heretofore each for herſelf exerciſed 
the office of admiral ; but Maximilian publiſhed an 
edict, whereby he created a general admitalty board, 
and an admiral of all the Netherlands. This edict was 
renewed on February 8, 1487; but with all his 
power and ambition he could not enforce it, although 
he even proceeded ſo far as to end his ordonnance 
with the ;oyal phraſe of, for this is our will and pleaſure, 
a language to which the people were ſtrangers, and 
which they could not reliſh. Louis the XI. of France, 
is ſaid to have been the firſt European prince, who 
made ule of the Sic volo, Sic Jubeo: How ſoon did our 
Maximilian attempt to imitate his regal ſtile ? this 
and the like conduct, eſpecially an arbitrary alterati- 
on of the currency, and an attempt to have all eſtates 
fall to government, in caſe of failure of the male line, 
at length fo embittered the people, eſpecially thoſe of 
Flanders, that they openly oppoſed him, and ſcized 
on his perſan in an attempt, which in February 1488, 
he made to ſeize on Bruges, at which place they con- 
8ned him, and moſt of his council; ſom: of which 
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were beheaded. The magiſtrates were every where 
changed, and all public affairs tranſacted in the name 
of young Philip; the archduke was obliged to ſign 
a formal refignation of all bis authority in Flanders to 
his ſon Philip, under the tutelage of bis relations by the mo- 
tber*s fide, and that of the ſenate , contenting himſelf with 
the offi-e of governor of the other Netherlands, promi/- 
ing to cauſe all the foreign trocps to quit Flanders in 
feur days, and the remaining Netherlands in eight ; he 
further engaged to, make no alteration in the coin, and ts 
enlarge the general trade by an abolition of his new duties; 
be likewiſe obliged himſelf ts call an annual aſſembly of tbe 
ſtates, and he was forced to give approved ſureties for 
the compliance with theſe promiſes, before he regain- 
ed his liberty. ; 


Taz emperor Frederick 3d, attempted to revenge 
this affront offered to his ſon, for which purpoſe he 
ſent Aibert, duke of Saxony, into the Netherlands, with 
an army. This ſevere and brave general was hardly 
arrived in Flanders, but Maximilian forgot his engage- 
ments; Gent was beſieged by the emperor in perton, 
but the imperialiſts were obliged to raiſe the ſiege in 
July. Philip of Cevi, one of the archduke's ſure- 
ties, angry at his ſudden breach of faith, took the 
conduct of the Flemiſh affairs in hand---rendered 
himſelf maſter of many places in Flanders and Brabant, 
even Bruſſels itſelf, and gave the emperor ſo little 
reaſon to hope for ſucceſs, that he returned in Octo- 
ber: Yet at the concluſion of the peace of Frankfort, 
between Maximilian and Charles the 8th, the Flem- 


ings were ſo fac ſubdued that they were obliged -; 
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aſk Maximilian's pardon, and pay him a very large 
tum of money , I think Gent, Bruges and Ypres, were 
forced to raiſe a ſum equal to twenty two thouſand 
fiv* hundred pounds ſterling each. Maximilian on 
his part remained only baund to the one article of 
cleat ing the country of foreign troops, This treaty 
was ſigned July 12, 1489. 


DvuzinG this buſtle in Flanders, the Hooks began 
another attempt to re-eſtabliſh themſelves in Holland, 
but it proved unſucceſsful, and this is the laſt effort 
I find they ever made. At about 1490, they were re- 
duced to the neceſſity of quitting the land entirely, 
and maintain themlſcives by piratical practices on the 
Ocean, EN : 


No ſooner was Maximilian re-eſtabliſhed, than he 
lowered the yalue of thecoin : The community were 
ſenſible that the late wars had raiſed it too high, and 
that it ought to fall; but they conceived that it 
ſhould be done by degrees, a little at a time. Maxi- 
milian by the advice of the abbot of St. Bertin, did it 
however at once, and at ſuch a rate, that what 
was worth one day ten, was of no more value 
on the next than three; this was another arbitrary 
meaſure never attempted by any of the former prin- 
ces of the country; but Maximilian's power xeeping 

ace with his ambition and avarice, it was ſubmitted 
to, and by the means of it, both himſelf and his re- 
venueofficers made excellent profit in exacting the taxes 
(that were granted in light money) according to the 
new regulation; nay, it is even on record, that ſome of 


theſe vultures obtained bonds for yearly revenues, on 
N certain 
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certain diſtricts, (who were unable to pay the taxes) 


which revenues the deſcendants of thoſe vermin en- 


joyed long after, until government lnterpoled, and 
aboliſhed chem. 79 


Non was this all, the Flemiſh towns (not yet re- 
conciled with Maximilian) held ſpecie at the old 
ſtandard, the Germans, French and Engliſh, who had 
hitherto traded entirely by truck, now refuſed it, and 
weuld receive only money for the commodities they 
brought, by all which means the country was entire- 
ly drained of ſpecie, and the inhabitants rencered 
truly miſerable, without any redreſs or relief, be- 
ſides that of execrating their oppreſſor, who by EX= 
acting the taxes monthly, at length, in 1491, brought 
the poorer people to an inſurrection, which has been 
ſtiled, She war of bread and cheeſe ;, the general cry was, 
we can give no more, and we will rather fight till we die, 
than be thus oppreſſed and fit fill , the fins of thele 
inſurgents were adorned with loaves and cheeſes, 
Pieces s of which two articles were faſtened to their 
breaſts, and they declared, hat they had taken arms on- 
ly to obtain or preſerve tbeſe. Haarlem ſuffered a ſevere 
fack in this trouble, but as no people of note were 
engaged in the matter, the duke of Saxony, now 
lieutenant for Maximilian, quelled the revolt in 1492. 


In 1483, Maximilian ſucceeded as emperor to his 
deeealed father; and in 1494, he reſigned the go- 
vernment of the Netberlands, to his fon Philip, who 
had attained the age of ſeventeen. This prince in 
1496, marrying Joanna, ſecond daughter cf Ferdinand 


and Iſabella, king and queen cf Arragon and Caſtile, 
Was 


1 


was little reſident in his natural domrnions, which 
he left wholly to the the mercy of his miniſters: He 
was a very voluptuous prince, the beauty of his per- 
ſon, obtained him the ſirname of the fair; and from 
his caſe in complying with the advice of his miniſtry, 
he was called, croit conſeil, i. e. believe advice; he 

ave very ſmall ſatis faction in his adminiſtration, and 
died little lamented in 1506, in the kingdom of 
Grenada, 


Max1MILIAN died in 1519, 


CHARLES II. afterwards emperor Chatles V. ſuc- 
ceeded his father Philip, but being a minor, his aunt 
Margaret of Auſtria, was with conſent of the States 
General, appointed his guardian, and regent of the 
Netherlands, during his minority, 
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Containing from the Acc! Neu of CHARLES V. to tte 


TrYAaAE of 4 609. 


HE introduction to this work has ſhewn in 
| what manner theſe countrics became unite 
under one head, and that Charles, afterwards Em- 
peror, commonly known by the ſtile of the 5th; 
ſucceeꝗed to the dominion or them after the dmiſe 
of his father Phil; ip the 2d, ſurnained Croit Conſcll, 
Anno 1506, 


CHARLES was born on February 26, Arno 1500; 
conſequently a minor. The government was admi- 
niftered by Maximilian his grand tather and Mai ga- 
ret, his aunt, dutcheſs dowager of Savoy; and his 
education was entruſted to William de Croi, Lord 
Chicvres; when Charles came cf age he took upon 
him the charge of governing ia the fame manner, 
and with the ſame forms and reftritions as his ancel- 


tors had enjoyed it, taking a n cath that he 
would govern the Netherlande: agreeable to their 
antient Jaws; maintaining and nts abridging theic 


privileges, 
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was little reſident in his natural dominions, which 
he left wholly to the the mercy of his miniſters: He 
was a very voluptuous prince, the beauty of his per- 
ſon, obtained him the ſirname of the fair; and from 
his caſe in complying with the advice of his miniſtry, 
he was called, croit conſeil, 1. e. believe advice; he 
gave very ſmall ſatis faction in his adminiſtration, and 
died little lamented in 1506, in the kingdom of 
Grenada, 


Max1MILIan died in 1519, 


CnarLEs II. afterwards emperor Charles V. ſuc- 
ceeded his father Philip, but beinga minor, his aunt 
Margaret of Auſtria, was with conſent of the States 
General, appointed his guardian, and regent of the 
Netherlands, during his minority, 
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PART rut FIRST; 


Containing from the Accrſſi cn of CHARLES v. to ths 


Trace of 1609. 


HE introduction to this work has ſhewn in 
what manner theſe countries becarne united 
render one head, and that Charles, afterwards Em- 
peror, commonly known by the ſtile of the 5th; 
ſucceeded to the dominion or them after the dzmiſe 
of his father Philip the 2d, ſurnamed Croit Conſcil, 
Anno 1506. 


CHARLES was born on February 26, Anno 1500; 
conſequently a minor. The govern ment was admi- 
niſtered by Maximilian his grand father and Marga- 
ret, his aunt, dutcheſs dowager of Savoy; and his 
education was entruſted to William de Croi, Lord 
Chicvres; when Charles came of age he took upon 


him the charge of governing ia the ſame manner, 


and with the ſame forms and reſtrictions as his anceſ- 
tors had enjoyed it, taking a ſolemn cath that he 
would govern the Netherlanders, agreeable to theit 
antient laws; maintaining and not abridging their 
privileges. 
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Bur fo aſpiring und fortunate a mondrch could 
in brook that his unbounded ambition ſhould be thus 
limited by determinate Jaws ; early in his reign he 
began by de grers to abrogate the freedom and privi- 
lege of his pcople. 


Aso the year 1520 he contrived t5 new mode! 
the very form ot government in the cities, where hi- 
therto at the death of every ſenator, a new one had 
been elected by the freemen; but ſince that, ſuch va- 
cancies have been filled up in moſt of them by the 
Jurviving ſenators; he found means to do this in 
ſuch a manner that it appeared as coming from the 
people themſelves, under pretence that their elections 
being generally tumultuous, and happening very 
frequently, t ne welfare of the State was therefore en- 
dangered by them. 


Steps like this were frequently purſued by him 
with ſocceſs, till at length he violated his oath in the 
moſt open and glaring manner, and avowedly began 
to introduce an unlimited and abſolute dominion; he 
uſed the flower of the yduth of theſe countries in his 
foreign wars, Cauſed them to groan under exorbitant 
and unreaſonable taxes, nay he went fo far as to ap- 
point and change their magiſtrates as he thought 
proper. 

Turs g and ſimilar motives were the true reaſon of 
the diſguſt and ſucceeding revolt of the Netherlan- 
ders, and not as the Spanith and even ſome of the 
Netherlandiſh wricers would fain have us think religi- 
on, on bes imbition of William of Orange, for although 


the to latter ceitainly contributed much to it, yet 
it 
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it was OPPRESSION, and oppreſſion oniy that laid the 
foundations for the ſtruggles by which that people 
have partially recovered their liberties and rights, 


Tuts will appear more evident in the courſe of this 
work, ſuffice it for the preſent to remark, that tho? 
William's ambition helped not a little to the effect 
ing of che revolution, yet it would have been impoſ- 


ſible for any ſubject to have raiſed ſuch commotions 


among a people who were governed with juſtice and 
equity, by a prince in whom they could place their 
confidence; and on whole moderation they could 
rely. 


Wi1TH reſpect to the part religion had in it. 1 
ſhall obſerve in the words of Sir Miliam Temple that 
* Religion without mixtures of ambition and intcreſt works 
&*© xo ſuch violent effects; ; and produces rather the exam- 
< ples of conſtancy in ſufferings, than of de efpercte actions.“ " 


From what has been premiſed | thiffk it becomes 
evident that the diſſimilatity between thEchanges in cke 
low countries and the preſent ſtruggles for freedom 
in America are in their origin not fo vaſtly great as 
ſome of the loyaliſts of this preſent day would make 
us believe, nay, I am not ſure that ſeveral of that 
claſs are not inclined if poſſible to make the world 
believe that religion and periecution have a ſhare in 
our troubles; in which caſe the two events become 
perfectly equal, with this difference however that bi. 
gotry and (I with I could add) inclination to cruelty 
are not quite ſo much an ingredient in the doctrines of 
the looſing party. 
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Azovr Anno 1522 religion was called in to cloak 
the en-rmovs ſtrides of ambition and avarice, and 
that helliſn tribunal, the inquiſition, was introduced 
into Netherland, but this maſk was ſo flimſy and 
thin that in the worſe than bloody edits which ie for- 
ced it, Charles did not ſcruple to ſay © that they ſyouid 
© be put in execution, although they were found contrary 
© toformer laws, or arcient uſage and privileges; by which 
& he not enly cos / aered himſelf + not bound; but further ty 
« theſe preſcnts adoliſped and repealed them.” 


Tuts ſtrange conduct obtained him the moſt cor- 
dial ax erſion of the 2oplc, however he regarded it 
not, but endeavored by every poſiivie and probable 
means to execute his Prqjects. and at the inſtigation 
of the clergy, edits were da ly multiplied, which with 
relpect to cheir barbarity, might be ſaid to be written 
rather with blood than with ink. 


Fx:ccTioXtrsnow had daily employ toend tlie lives 
of unhappy convicts by Gre, halter and ſword, or by 
burying them alive; law, rule, equity and order were 
baniſpeti the cou: ts, fur ple folpicion was ſufficient 
cauſc for citation ; every one was obliged to accuſe 
him whom he thous! ht addicted to heretical practices: 
Packers; mothers, brothers, ſiſters, or any other near- 
eſt and dcareſt ties of relation and friendſhip were no 
excuſe; exXcommunication was inceſſantly thundered 
gut againſt thoſe who committed the crime of omiſ- 
Non ia this caſe: Every kind of evidence was ſub- 
orned againſc all ranks and claſſes of people who 
vere {2 unfortunate as to fall under the murderous 
ciuicnes of thee bloody tygers, 

| SIMPLE 


— , ˙ ES OE. ER 


0 


E 


SIMPLE accuſation by any one perſon, ſubjected 
the accuſed to torture; but where two æccuſeis ap- 
peared confeſſion derade unneceſſary and death wag 
inevitable; neither was it required that the evidence 
ſhould agree, nor were the judges allowed to exa- 
mine into the merits of the accuſation; if one witneſs 
only depoſed that the accuſed had advanced ſome. 
thing contrary to the doctrine of the church of Rome, 
the judges were obliged in that caſe to paſs ſentence 
of death againſt the culprit, even though they were 
convinced of his i innocerce; and in cales where the 
accuſed made confeſſion and abjuratian of his faith, 
promiſing to ſuffer himſelf to be inſtructed, he was 
obliged to wear a certain habit called Sacco Benito, 
i, e. the bleſſed bag, and all his effects were forfeited, 


Ir ever lamentable cruelty, tyranny, beaſtly rage, 
unparaleiled itch tor murder, lawleſs revenge, bitter 
perſecution, bloodthirſty delight, unnatural bolaneſs, 
flying in the face of Gop and liis holy prerogative, 
if all theſe were ever found together it was in this 
wicked tribunal, this aſſemblage of guilt and —_ 
yet it was falſely diſtinguiſhed by the epithet KOLY 


Wrr:sT the unnatural Romiin clergy were con— 
ſtantly buſted in ſounding the, trump of deſolation, 
by their fermors citing the jgncrant multitude to 
murder ; teaching that this bellr:rthy effuſion of 
blood would put them in the high road to heaven; 
Charles affected. a gentle and generous deportment, 
and being a native of Gent, he was thereby enabled 
to uſe the | language and cuſtoms of thei» people who 
had fer a ſcr&s of years before him ben ruled by a 
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foreign race, and for this reaſon imbibed a ſtrong 
affection for him, he knew wel} how to cover many 
if not all of his violent proceedings, as for inſtance 
the deteſted practice of ſending their youth abroad to 
ſerve in his foreign Wars, was gilded over by the 
employment of their nobles as comraanders in his ar- 
mies, in poſts of honor, and charges of government; 

the change of their conſtitution he four.d means to 
repreſent as neceſſary for the quiet of the ſtate and 
eaſe of the people, who ſuffered muck from the fre- 
quent tumultuous elections, and by this means 


brought about that it ſeemed done at the people's 
own requeſt. 


Bur the exorbꝰtant and often repeated demands for 
money which his ambition drove him to exact, found 
no manner of palliation: to make this go down it 
Was neceſſary to break the heart, before he could 
bend to his yoke, the neck of a fierce warlike people 
full of lofty ideas of their own valor, and jealous of 
preſerving the honor of their anceſtors actions, which 
were ſo glortbuſly recorded by the very enemies a- 
gainſt whom they contended ; the Romans. 


Tur doarines of Luther and Calvin had now 
ſpread their influence as far as here, and this innova- 
tion gave a ſpecious pretext for the humbling and 


breaking the temper of this proud and ſtubborn na- 


tion. Charles himſelf a zealous catholic ſoon con- 
ceived this idea, and to effect it he made uſe of the 
furious and blind rage of his clergy who found their 
power on the decline, by theſe means the Juſt for 
aughter roſe to its utmoſt pitch, and about Ano 


1559 
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ea 
1550 one of the many edicts purported © a power giz 
ven to the inqulſition for proceeding judicially againſt 


“ all that were ſuſpefed of berefy, without having regard 
&* 10 any pretended privileges.” 


Tuis gave a looſe to the deſire of ſpilling blood, 
but this being a paſſioh unacquainted with ſatiety, 4 
door was opened to all forts of violence and rapine, 
the Romaniſts, (eſpecially thoſe among them who wers 
rich) became expoſed to the avarice of theſe harpies; 
a ſober life and abſtinence from great immorality 
were ſufficient marks of heterodoxy, and a perſon 
who did no: accuſe his friend or acquaintarice, whom 
he knew to favor the new opinion, ſuch perſog be- 
came himſelf ſubject to the pains and penalties of 
Hereſy, the popiſh writers themſelves ſay that by 
this inhuman buſineſs above fifty thouſand people 
Joſt their lives. e 


Ano 1555 Charles found no longer a pleaſure in 


ruling ; whether the reverſe of his fortune chagrined 


F J - | 
him, or whether he found the charge of governing [9 


many and extenſive regions too heavy for his decay- 
ing frame, he on the 28th of October laid down his 
ſceptres, and among others the dominion of the Ne- 
therlands was ſolemnly in the General Aſſembly of the 
ſtates at Bruſſels, transfered to his ſon Philip the 
heir of all his domains, the imperial crown of Germa- 
ny excepted ; which fell to Charles's brother Ferdi- 
nand already Anno 1531 elected andcrowned kingof 
the Romans: he ſtipulated an annuity of * eight 

thouland 


* Bqual to 195000 Spaniſh milled dollars. 
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thouſand ducats to be paid for his maintainant 
every year, but on account of the great ſcarcity 
of money he never received the full ſum, at his 
reſignation he gave his ſon Philip the following leſſon. 
* 1f you my jon are nct inclined to ptunge the Netherlands 
into a calanutoas war, treat not thr inhabitants, with 
& the inſolence of *panifh pride, nor ſuffer them to be op- 
« preſſed, by + fercigners.“ Happy had it been tor 
Philip if he had followed this ſalutary advice. 


PARTICULARS of the life and actions of great men 
always engage our attention, be they never fo trifling 
in appearance, we wiſh to be informed of the mott 
minute circumſtances, even of their very inclinati- 
ons; this propenſity in moſt readers mult therefore 
be my apology with all for the following anecdotes 
of the latter end of this Emperor. 


CARL Es, freed from the burthen cf government, 
and arrived in Spain, diſcharged his houſnold; re- 
aining only twelve attendants, and as many horſes; 
ſeeking to puſs the remainder of his days in reſt and 
religious exerciſes, he retired to the convent of &. 
Jiſeus, on the coniines of Caftilz ; where he employ- 
cd an able architect and gardner, to build for him a 
houſe with ſix apartments, and make a garden, of 
both which he had formed the plans. Having with 
attention viewed this agreeable place fitteen years be- 
fore, he exprefied himtelf at going away to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe, . Begold a proper retreat for a ſecond 

„ Diocietian.“ 5 
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+ Charles himſelf wis a native, but the city where he fieſt Liv 
Jay (C.:: 2) faifred mite anz cher from his oppreſſ. ons 


1 


| Avro 1556, the day that Charles entered this ſo- 
litary place, was on the 26th of February; enteting, 
he ſaid, ** I will be again born for heaven on the ſame 


« day that I was born.for earth.” Having lived here 
one year, he was viſited by the Archbiſhop of Fo- 
ledo, to whom he ſaid, 1 have lived filty-ſeven years 
% for the world, one year for my truſty friends and fa- 
&« mily : the few remaining months I mean ts cedicate to 
6 the Almighty,” He ſeemed to utter this as a pre- 


diction of his approaching diſſolution. 


Hr now ſequeſtered himſelf from all converſe with 
his domeſticks, and contrived an nncommon ſcheme 
which I think deſerving to be here related : This 
was the project of celebrating his approaching fure- 
ral before his demiſe; for this purpoſe a tomb was 
erected in the chapel of the convent : On the day ap- 
pointed for the ceremony, the Emperor's houſhold 
appeared in mourning, bearing black tapers , the 
Emperor, as ſpectator of his own funeral, appeared 
dreſt in black, ſitting in a black elbow-chair, Mats 
being ſaid, he was put into the coffin, ſprinkled with 
holy water, and the ordinary burial ſervice was fung 
even as though he was really dead. This done, eve- 
ry one departed from church, lea-ing in his cofin 
the Emperor, who when all the people were gone, 
and the church doors ſhut, returned piirately to his 
cell. This day he refuſed taking any Kind of nu- 
triment, water and bread excepted : yet on account 
of his weakneſs he was prevailed upon to ſap a little 
broth. The very night following he was attacked 
by a violent fever, the cauſe of his death. His do- 
meſtics appearing very lolici:ous in their attendance 

8 on 
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1 
on him, he ſaid, „ y ſo much anxiely to retain life 
* withn a bf) which will be preſently turned into 
* duſt ?” He ſent a meſſage to the archbiſhop of 
Toledo, the tendency of which was to let him know, 
* That if the biſnep had a mind to ſee him alive, be cught 
* ts come early the next morning; for the evening would 
* be loo late.” On the arrival of this ecclefiaſtic, he 
don fe ſſed, and lamented his fins bitterly ; in fo much 
that the monaſtick by ſtanders were moved to ſhed 


rears, 


Vrny remarkable was his confeſſion in the mo- 
ment of death. He pronounced “ his own deſerts 
* unworthy and intapable of acquiring the kingdom 
* of heaven, but the Saviour his Gon, had thereto 
* a double right, firſt by inheritance from his Fa- 
** ther, and ſæcondly, by the merits of his ſufferings ; 
* the one he kept as his own; the other he would al- 
low to us, and in this truſt he would not be con- 
founded. Gop would not caſt the oil of compaſ- 
© ſion into any veſſel, but ſuch as were of firm con- 
& fidence in tlie merits of CHRIST. - that this confi- 
©« dence was a diffidence of one's felf, and an entire 
„ reliance on the Lorp; that on the contrary a de- 
* pendence on our own merits, was not faith, but 
* infidelity ; Got only could pardon our fins, they 
„being committed againſt him alone.” His laſt 
words were “ O ſweeteſt Jzsvs remain in me that! 
may remain in thee.” Thus Charles died in that 
faith the confeſiors of which he had fo virulently per- 
ſecuted: But this confeſſion tallied very little with 
the doctrine of the church of Rome, and on that ac- 


count was declared heretical, The furious ardor and 
blind 


* 


„„ 


blind z-al of theſe mad men were carried to ſuch a 
length, that a conſultation was held, whether it was 
not proper to dig the body vp and burn it: But as 
the Emperor's dying an heretick migkt have had a 
tendency to create doubts of the legitimate claim of 


Ph'lip on ſuch great and powerful domiaions, this 
icheme proved ahortive, 


Tur death of this great monarch happened on the 
21ſt September, 1558, after having lived ia a ſtate 


of ſequeſtration from the world, for upwards of two 


years, On the 29th December his ſon Philip ſolem- 
nized his funeral in the moſt pompous manner ; 
among other pageants of the proceſiion there appear- 
ed one exhibiting a ſhip prodigiouſly decorated with 
flags, ſtandards and pendants; on the ſtern was 
ſhewn the image of nops ; before che maſt eat 
moun:ed on a throne; and at the helm fat cuARIT v. 
This was intended to denote that in every action of 
his life he had the honor of God in view. 


Tr1s relation has a little anticipated our hittory ; 
it is therefore requiſite that we return to the year 
1556. The Netherlands were at this time in a flou- 
riſhing condition, except that by their connexion 
with others under the ſame prince, they were involv- 
ed in a war with France; this vear, however a truce 
took place for five years. 


PH1Lie the 2d having aſcended the throne, ſoon 
made known the cruelty of his nature, he was im- 
merged into the Roman ſuperſtition, and a {worn ene- 
my to the hereticks, ſo called: He thought it im- 
poſſible to worſhip the ALvicury in a more meri- 

: tor: Ous 
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torious manner than by ſpilling delt blood; his wife 
Mary, Queen of England, who had the ſame views, 
conſtantly added fuel to the fire of his perverſe zeal, 
urging him daily on to the moſt ſevere perſecution of 
the proteſtants, He renewed and confirmed all his 
father's edicts. 


1557 the French broke the truce they made the 
preceeding year; among the remarkable tranſactions 
of this year we find the battle of &. Quinlin, where 
the French were totally defeated, and © among many 
priſoners of note, was the Conneſtable of France, 
Montmorency, and ohn de Bourbon, a prince of 
the blood ; this laſt died a few days after of the 
wounds he received in the battle. 


I 558 happened the death of Charles the V. as al- 
ready mentioned. 


1559, the 3d of April, the war with France ended 
in a peace concluded at Chateau Cambrefis ; this peace 
gave Philip room to employ all his thoughts on his 
favorite purſuit of extirpating 'the proteſtants from 
his dominions, and for the ſeizing of Tripoly in Bar- 
bary ; he had a good opportunity given him to ac- 
compliſn the latter by means of the diviſions of the 
ſons of Solyman. Before he departed the Ne- 
therla;:ds he convened an aſſembly of the States, and 

promiſed them a reign in which they would find great ſa- 
HifaBtion; but enjoined the eradication of hereſy. 
The States who knew very well that Philip wanted 
to curtail their privileges; (by the advicec.t the Prince 
of Orange, ) requelied that the King would take the 
Spaniſh ſoldiers wita him, and garriſon the Nr 
Me with 


SR; 


Netherlanders, but he took this very ill, ſaying ** they 
had the ſame reaſon to ſend him out of the coun- 
try, becauſe himſelf was by birth a Spaniard,” 


Hr appointed Margaret natural daughter of 
Charles the V. and dutcheſs of Parma, to the govern- 
ment of the Netherlands in general, eſtabliſhing * 
lieutenants under her to every particular province, 
and among others William, prince of Orange, to the 
lieutenancy of Holland; he likewiſe ſettled three 
councils, to wit, the council of ſtare, the privy coun- 
cil, and the council of finances; the privy council 
was earneſtly charged to purſue the extermination of 
hereſy, Having thus ordered his affairs, he embark- 
ed at 2 ingen in Zeeland, on the 26th Auguſt, While 
he was about entering the port of Lavido, in Biſcay, 


a terrible ſtorm aroſe : many ſhips periſhed with all - 


the treaſure which Charles had amaſſed in Germany 


and Italy, Philip himſelf eſcaped very narrowly ; he 


was ſcarce got on board of a ſloop when the ſnip he 
had quitted, foundered. _ 


ProTESTANTISM being much increaſed in Spain 
during his abſence, a furious perſecution took place 
on his arrival. Several of the firſt families were 
coomed to the flames; with theſe mournful ſpecta- 
cles he feaſted his eyes, the executions being per- 
formed in preſence of himſelf and all his court, ac- 
companied by the ſound of muſical inſtruments, 


Pontius, late confeſſor of the Emperor Charles, was 


burnt in effigy. The R in the N 
ofe- 


* Stachouder or Steedehouder, literally tranſla: ed from Loc vun 
TENENE. 
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forefaw that this would ſoon be their fate alſo, be- 
cauſe to ſatisfy his thirſt for blood, he obtained from 
the Pope an abſolution from the oath he had taken 


whea he aſſumed the reins of government; at the 


wy he concluded with Henry ad of France, they 
ad mutually agreed to aboliſh proteſtantiſm in 
their reſpective countries. The Prince of Orange 
who was no favorite of Philip's, knew nothing of 
this deſign. Being one day out a hunting with 
Henry, who thought the Prince was entruſted witl. 
this ſecret, began to diſcourſe with him about it; 
William humored the converſation, and havin thus 
diſcovered the project, reſolved to thwart it by all 
poſſible means. How this Henry afterwards at the 
celebration of the nuptials of his ſiſter with Henry 
King of Navarre, at Paris, defiled his hands with 
the blood of proteſtants, is beyond my limits. 


1650 Philip endeavored to put this murderous 
deſign i into execution. To do it more effectually 
Pope Pius IV. in the King's name created three 
new archbiſhopricks and fourteen biſhopricks ; this 
novelty was made to have the appearance of neceſſi 
ty, aud to the end that theſe new heads of the church 
might be maintained as became their dignity, the 
rents, effects, and revenues of the principal abbeys 


were aſſigned to them. 


Tur principal promoter of this innovation was 
Cardinal Grenville, archbiſhop of Malines : But the 
States of the land nor the ancient biſhops not having 
been conſulted on this creation, the new ſhepherds 

acquired 
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acquired nothing beſides the bittereſt rancour and 
reſentment from all ranks and claſits of people. 

Tuis Granville was a man of mean extract, he 
was originally known by the name of Anthony Pe- 
renot, he was firſt biſhop of Atregt and afterwards 
promoted to the See of Malines and the purple. He 
was the real Governor whilſt Margaret enjoyed very 
little beſides the empty title; he applied his aſcen- 
dency ſo ill that the principal nobility and geritry 
were reduced by way of ſelf-defence; to enter into & 
mutual confederacy againſt him. | 

In 1363 the ancient biſhops complained of the 
diminution of their eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction: the 
States of the abrogation of their privileges, and even 


the populace began frequently to evince their diſ- 


content. The Lord Montigny was d-puted to Spaing 
with a petition for a ſuſpenſion of the new appoint- 
ments; but his remonſtrances could not prevail on 
Philip; yet he effected fo much that the Spaniſh 
troops were recalled to be uſed againſt the Turks, 


1554 the diſcontent occaſioned by the adminiſtra- 
tion of Granville, had now taken deep root, and in- 
creaſed daily. His numberleſs dependents and crea- 
tures fo ſwelled his pride that he deſpiſed the pt in- 
cipals of the country, calling them in derifion luthe- 
rans, ſpendthrifts, and fookiſh boys, endeavering by 
his writing to raiſe the king's ſuſpicion againſt, them. 
When any thing occurred which the Netherlandiſh 
Lords endeavored td effect by gentle means, he al- 
ways would try to compaſs it by cruelty. The Prince 
of Orange, and Earls of Egmont and Hocrn pe 
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ed to the king of his conduct, and petitioned for his 
recall, but all was in vain, he being Philip's favorite, 
and a proper inſtrument for tne execution of the 
king's bloody intentions. But the hatred of the Ne- 
therlandiſh chiefs, the refuſal of Orange, Egmont 
and Hoorn to aſſiſt at council with him, joined to 
the ridicule he was expoſed to, cauſed him in fear of 
of his life to depart for Spain, ih dread left this hea- 
vy ſtorm ſhould burſt on his head. 


Tux inſtalment of the new biſhops met with great 
oppoſition, Leeuwaarder, Grooningen, and Roermont. 
paſſed an ablolute negative to the requiſition 
for receiving theirs; Some of theſe new. fangled 
heads of the church fell into feuds with their ſubal- 
terns, and their conduct was ſo eonſummately wick- 
ed that they rather appeared to be wolves than ſhe- 
pherds, nay, their ill behavior was ſuch that it even 
drew upon them the reprimands of the governeſs: 


Tux principal nobles endeavored to profit by the 
departure of the cardinal ; the inquiſition now bes 
came deteſted and abhorred, and many poor victims 
were forcibly reſcued :rom the power of theſe infaii- 
avle leeches, 


1565. Philip, greedy of the wealth of this coun- 
try, 


The lords and gentlemen now began to wear the well known 
emblematical device of united arrows on their hats and cloaks, in 
token that they did not ſcruple to have their confederacy againſt 
him public. Rut in the mean while they privately offered their 
ſervice to the king proteſting that they were ſorry that affairs 
had tal en ſuch aturn; after his departure the confederates weite 
again pievailcd on C27! at the Poard of State. 


F 
try, being conſtantly edged on by the bloodthlr- 


ſty cabals of the monks, endeavored at any rate 
to put his deſigns in execution; and while matters 
were thus embroiled in Neiherland, he ſent an expli- 
Cit order to the governels; enjoining the publication 
and obſervance of the rules of the council of Trente; * 
allo, that ſhe ſhould maintain the Inquiſition, and 
puniſh the hereticks with the vttmoſt teverity, thoſe 
ordinances were publiſhed at Camòray, by the arch- 
biſhop. Such fatal precepts ſeemed to threaten the 
total ruin of the country, and filled it every whicie 
with terror. 

A DIEFRIVATION of privileges, to the Netberlanders 
deater than lite, now ſtared them in the face: The 
ſword was put into the hands of the inquiſitors 


to deſtroy all, even thoſe that were barely ſuſpected: 


To prevent theſe threatning misfurtunes the gover- 
nels conſented to diſpatch the Earl of Egmont to the 
court of Spain, in order that he might repreſent the 
te. ſtare of the country to the King, likewiſe to ſoli- 
eit a revocation of the late innovations, eſpecially 
the new biſhops and inquiſition; and for a modiſica- 
tion of the edicts. 


Tur king promiſed a compliance, but the ſequel 
ſnewed that he only meant to amuſe Egmont: for al- 
though palliating means were concluded on, yet the 
edicts remained ſevere to excels ; nor could the king 


by any remonſt ance be brought to deviate therefrom. 


C The 


« This council declared the Romiſh rel; gon the only true one. 
and pro nounced its anathema's rin cherry perion who did not 
takt ſhelter under tte ſhadow of the wings di that church. 


1 


The reaſon was, becauſe that ke was continually 
urged to a perſeverance in his cruel intentions, both 
by his Spaniſh council, the inquifitors and par— 


tiſans of the cardinal, among which laſt were many 


Netherlanders as well as Spaniards, 


Tut conſtant remonſtrances of theſe men were, 
* that for the quiet of his conſcience, ſalvation of 
* his ſoul, and as an example of juſt ſeverity, where- 
« by to retain theſe and other countries within the 
„ limits of fubmifſion and obedience, he ovght firm- 
« ly to eſtabliſh the inquiſition, by means whereof 
the country would not only be cicared of herely ; 
* but if any reſiſtance was made, he would have a 
* ſufficient reaſon given him to ſolicit and obtain 
* frem the Pope an abſolving bull from his oath to 
„the Netherlanders. He ought to ſend Spaniſh and 
* other foreign ſoldiers into the country, to dragoon it 
« into compliance; he might then conſider it as a 
% conquered country inſtead of an INHERITAYCE, 
* ard erc& it into a kingdem : In which caſe he 
might preſcribe to them ſuch edicts as he thought 
* proper; and to execute this the more“ at his eaſe 
it would be proper to ſeize on fore of the chiefs 
„ and lay their heads at their feet, by means where- 
of the remainder would be very cafily reduced to 
paſſive obedience and nor- reſiſtance.“ 


cc 


How villainous ſoever theſe councils may appear, 
yet they were ſo agreeable to the king that he iſſued 


orders “ for an unconditional ſubmiſſion to his will, 


e eſpecially in the article of religion, from which he 
* would ncver ſuffer the leaſt deviation, not though 


. a * it 


„„ 
it ſhould coſt the lives of thouſands : he would 


ſuffer no modification of the edicts nor connictation 


at the non-· performance of them.“ 


Oxce in an aſſembly of divines he aſked them, 
* whether he might really through neceſſity be obli- 
« ged to foiten any of the edicts on the article of re- 
e ligion ? The anſwer was, that he certainly might,” 
Wheteupon (it is ſaid that) he fell on his knees 
before a crucifix, and burſt fired 1 into the following 
impious cjaculation : * O Lord, thou ſupreme king 
e of the univerſe, I pray thee never to give me any 
* other thoughts, but grant that I may not be cal- 
„led king or lord by any who do not recognize thee 
* as theirlord * By this ſhort prayer to his wooden 


idol, appears his obſtinacy; as well as his zeal for 
the Romiſh faith, 


THe inquiſitors had now a fairer opportunity than 
ever, to let looſe their unbounded barbarity, for Pai- 
lip ſent orders to the governeſs, 


1. THAT no alteration heuld he Frome of in re- 
gard to religious matters. 


2. Taar ſhe muſt aſſiſt the gills with the 
military in the execution of their charge. 


Tirar the reſolutions of che council of Trente 
ould be punctually obſerved, 


CruEr orders! the fountain of the many evils 
and m:sfortuncs that plunged Netherland into a ſea of 
blood and tears; the judges were obliged to lay 
alide their {mail remains of humanity, and to be- 
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come mere tygers; for if one amongſt them ſhewed 


the leaſt remorſe or lenity, he was immediately at- 
tainted of hereſy, and fell himſelf a victim to this 
horrid bench; this conſtrained them to condemn all 
indiſcriminately, nor dared they to reſign | 


Now freemen, nobles, towns and ſtates, aſſemble 
from all quarters, reiterating complaint upon com- 
plaint to the governeſs, and lamenting the oppreſſion 
they ſuffered from the inquiſitors and their deputies, 
who by their accuſations, cenſures, and drawing them 
into ſuits, rendered unſafe honor, blood, effects, 
friends and relations, nothing but the be :Ichirg 
forth of fire and flame was heard every where, 


1566. The king again renewed his orders, ſevete- 
ly enjoining their execution ; ; th:le being read in the 
council ot ſtate, the Prince of Orange, the Earl of 
Hoorn. the Admiral, and other Lords became very 
diſſatisfied, At Aulwer pe eſpecially, it cauſed great 
murmuring, for the inhabitants of that city foreſaw 
the deſtruction of her immenſe trade to be inlepara- 
ble from the fall of her liberties. 


Int Prince of Orange, and Earl Hoorn perceiving 
that the affairs of the country became more and more 
difordered, quitted the court, with an intent no more 
to appear in the council of ſtate : Earl Egmont wa- 
vered in his opinion on the fame ſubject, deferring 
the matter for the preſent. A great number of Lords 
began to aſſemble, firſt at Breda, afterwards at [{cop- 
ſtraten, and elſewhere ; at leng h a covenant appeared 
amongſt them againſt the inquiſition, and for the com- 
mon defence of liberty; this was done to prevent a 

general 


5 


eneral infurrection, and the aſſoctation was gradual- 
ly ſigned by avout four hundred ct the principals 
and chiefs of the country, 


Tux purport of this covenant and aſſociation was, 
that ** they wutvally pledged themlelves to effect 
6 the ruin of the inquiſition, and oppole the intro- 
% duction chereof under what title ſocver; proteſting 
% that they did not mean to do any thing contrary 
© to the gloty of Gop, the king's biglneſs, or the 
honor of the States: But that they would defend 
© theſeto the utmoſt of thzir power. And for the ſe- 
of curity of th-ir own hves to prevent all inſurrecti- 
ons, calling Gop to witneſs &c. 


Tux chiefs of theſe confecerates were the Prince of 
O-arge, the Earls of N Had Kuytemourgh, Brederede, 
and ſome the s. 


MakoaR ET informed of this tranſaction, was con- 
cerned to the utmoſt, and zſked advice from the Earls 
of Meeg ben and Egmont, what to do in to nice and 
difficult a ſitvation? Their advice principal ily con— 
ſiſted in ſecommt nding the removal of thoſe two great 
ſtumbling, blocks the e inquiſition and the edicts. She 
likewiſe by very polite letters invited the Prince of 
Orange and Earl Hoorn to Hurt and counſel; the alſo 
ſummoned ail the Knights and Landh oldeis to ap- 
pear in gencral convocation, 


Tuev all came punctually: but day by day elapſed 
without coming to any reſolution; mean while tidings 
of inſurtections in ſundry places both in the country 
and on the Germ an eee eſpecially at Autæverpe, 
arrived dai y, and from every quarter, 
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THe aſſociated nobles and chiefs did not fail to 
appear at court; they arrived at Bruſſels one after 
the other, and on the 4th April the appointed time, 
they all went to court in proceſſion, walking four by 
four, and entirely without arms ; their number was 
about four hundred. The Lord Hendrick of Breedero- 
de, a man of great conſequence, being premier no- 
ble and deſcended directly in the male line, from the 
anciept ſovereigns of Holland was their ſpeaker, accom- 
panied by the Earls of Bergen and of Kuylenburg, beſides 
a great number of lords aid gentlemen of firſt rank, 
Breederode delivered the petition, wherein they prayed 
„ that the inquilition might be ſet aſide, and the 
« edicts abrogated,” In a little time after this on the 
8th April they repeated their petition; but not re- 
ceiving any ſatisfactory anſwer, they again prepared 
to quit the cout, = | 5 | 


During theſe tranſactions, and at their firſt ap- 
pearance the dutcheſs of Parma ſeeing ſo great a num- 
ber approaching her perſon, was apprehenſive of evil 
conſcquences; but a certain Bairlemont, a minion of 
the court, to encourage her, faid, © Fear not, Ma- 
dam, the proceſſion you ſee drawing near, conſiſt 
% only of a heap of beggars.” | 


Tus nobles were not at all hurt at being called 
by ſo opprobious an epithet ; for when they after- 
wards were aſſembled to conſult by what denomina- 
tion their aſſociation ſhould be called, the Lord Bre- 
derode role from the table, threw a beggars ſatchel! 
over his ſhoulders, and ſeizing on a wooden bowl 
drank to the confederates, proteſting that he would 
85 ſacri- 


1 
ſacrifice his all, (life not excepted) in defence of H- 
berty He was anſwered by the others with a Leng 
live the Beggars. They compoſed a ſong, the chorus 
of which was to the following purpole : 


Stern edifts, prieſts, and monks in ſpite, 
We beggars will erjey our right ; 

Nor fear tyrannic feay and luſt, 

IWhile ſcrips can bold our ſalt and cruſt. 


Gotvex medals were ſtruck, having on ons ſide 
the king's buſt, in the exergue, Fidels au Roi, i. e. 
Loyal to the King; on the other ſide was repreſent- 
ed two hands holdirg a beggars ſatchel, with the fol- 
lowing exergue, 7#/q::e5 a la beſace, i. e. even to the 
beggars ſatche] : Others carried a {mall wooden bowl 
faſtened to their breaſts by plates of ſilver, on which 
were engraven the foilowing words, Leng Life to tte 


Beggars.” Another medal appeared of copper, on 


which on one ſide were the following words, Lcu dr 


Viane, i. e. the Shield of Viane; on the other ſide 
were the arms of the houſe of f Burgundy „with the fol- 
lowing words, par fiammes et par feu, i. c. by Fire 
and Flame; thereby meaning that neither the lord 
of Brederode nor any of his family would fail of de- 
fending their houſe (which was that of Joe) al— 
though it became neceſſary to do it by fire and fame. 
or perhaps alluding to the emblem of flint and flee}, 
as importing that by the percuſſion of tyranny againſt 
the eſtabliſhment of this family, it had always emitted 


a fire of zeal which made it ri'e. 


Sou of theſe emblematic bowls, chains and me- 
dals are till preſerved and highly valued in Netherland. 
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Tur anſwer given by the goverreſs to the petitf. 
on was as follows, viz. that ſhe the gaverntſs would 
. confer with the king and that the intended to add 
© her own interceſiion: : But with teſpect to aboliti— 
on of the inquihtion that lay rot with her, yet ſhe 
would other the Ir:quifitors | to condutt themiclves 
with moderation, and the huped that by her medi- 
ation the country would be delivered Eden that 
&« tridunal Kc.“ When) the notties were Zain ad- 
mitted to an audience on the 3th April. they added 
to their former petition, © their thanks to the dutch- 
4 efs, but they wiſhed that the antwer had been a 
* little more 9 4 and now prayed tor a ſuſpenſi- 
* on vi the edicts 


T rrz cout perceiving that the nb) es ere ſtill 
diſcontended, grew apprebenſlve of bad conſequen- 
ces, and the karl of Hoeqgſtraten was ſent to their al- 
ſociates with a promiſe * "tha ta ſuſpenſion in matters 
of religion mould take place until the kings will 
ie was kno own.” 


He had the rough dravght cf letters to the king 


to ſhew to the aſſociates, thele contained “ that 
* no jutiges, irquilitors &c. ſhould any more be al- 
lowed to exert juridicial authority againſt any 
body in point of religion, unleſs further tumults 
and novelties were introduced.“ 


40 
40 
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Ax the departure of the nobles; Mntigry, and the 
Marijvis of Bergen of Zocm were deputed to Spaix, 
with the heads of the required mitigation of the edicts, 
this prayer was fo moderate as only to aſk that 
„the ſentence of burning bicheiio in fl. A ed on the ad- 
Vvocates 


* 1 a uu 


„„ 


* yocates of religion, or thoſe who had ſheltered 
© them might be altered to the gallous, and that thoſe 
&© who were only ſuſpected might be baniſned !”? 


Tus king hereupon anſwered the dutcheſs in man- 
ner following, viz. 


1. THAT the new Spaniſh inquilitizn ſhould ceaſe, 


but that the antient inquiſition of the biſhops ſhould 
remain in full force. 


2. Maas muſt be thought of for the moderation 
of the edicts; yet fo as to comprehend nothing de- 


rogatory to the authority of the Roman church, and 


the king's honor, 


3. Tux king gave to the dutcheſs an unlimited 
power to grant pardons to the aſlociated nobles, but 
on condition that ſhe was well aſſured that they 
ſhould do every thing in their power tor the tranqui- 
lity of the country, and preſervation of the Romiſh 
religion; all aſſociations and covenants were to be 
made void ; fermons and other cauſes for cenſure to 
be prohibited; but if the malecontents ſhould pro- 


ceed to take up arms, ſhe was to repel force by force. 


This was to ſerve as a rule for her conduct until 
himſelf arrived. 


' WaiLsT between hope and fear the king's ar- 
rival was expected, the populace loft all patience, 
and broke out into open violence : The ſtorm burſt 
on the images; it ſirſt began in the province of Flan- 
ders, where dutiag the month ct Auguſt ſeveral cru- 
cifixes that ſtood by the road- ſide were thrown down, 


From this the people praceeded to attack chapels, 
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churches and convents, firſt in the country and vil- 
lages, and at length in the towns; every ſtatue of a 
ſaint; every painting, altar or ornament, underwent 


this fate. The humor ſoon crept into other provin- 


ces and diſtricts, where a general Iconoclaſtic execution 
took place, inſomuch that in three days time above 
four hundred cnurches were entirely deprived of this 
uſeleſs kind of furniture; B7uſſe/s was the only place 
that eſcaped. 


Tunis furious buſineſs put the dutcheſs in a fright, 
and made her reſolve to quit Bruſſels and retire to Ber- 


gen. This however ſhe was diffuaded from by the 


council of State : But her thoughts of eſcape were 
entirely laid aſide when ſhe was informed that a guard 
of freemen had taken poſt at the gates to prevent her 
departure. Thus neceſſity had a greater ſhare than 
realon in her ſtay, for ſhe conſidered herſelf almoſt a 
prifor.er ; this ſhe declared in her letter to the king, 
adding bitter complaints againft Orange, Egmont, 
Hoorn and Hoem ſiraten, 


THeRz appears a peculiar providence in this very 
remarkable Tconzclaftic buſineſs; for the deſtruction 
took place as it were at one inſtant ; the feat was 
mentioned while the actors remained unknown: It 
vas no premeditated plot, the execution whereof had 
been put off to an appointed time, for the whole 
was performed by women, boys, and their caſual 


auxiliaries, the low rabble; the magiſtrates did not 


pretend to hinder it, nay, in ſome places the Romiſh 
rulers were known to encourage it, with a view (it 
as thought) to render the proteſtants abhorred; a 
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2 was however ſent to Philip to demonſtrate 
hat theſe laſt had no hand ia it. 


IT is very remarkable that although people croud- 
ed into the churches, and ſome images were thrown 
down from very elevated places, yet no one was 
wounded, nor did the moſt part of the image- breakers 
know each other, neither after it had paſſed was any 
boaſting heard about the affair. 


Tux prieſts, monks, and nuns, perceiving this fu- 
ry againſt the ſaints, began to fear that it now might 
become their turn, and therefore quitted their con- 
vents, and their habits : But not the leaſt harm hap- 
pened to them, the images only were meant, and 
molt of the churches were cleared of them in eight 
days time, 


Tur governeſs took this ſacrilege in very great 
dudgeon, and intended to take a ſpecial revenge of 
it; but when tne great number of proteſtants was 
repreſented to her, ſhe deſiſted from her enterprize, 
and entered into a convention with the nobles, 


Tu ſubſtance of this agreement was that the in- 
quilition ſhould ceaſe ; the nobles on their part pro- 
miſed to do their utmoſt efforts to quiet the commo- 
tions; to prevent future damages to churches and 
convents ; as much as poſſible to hinder preaching in 
ſuch places where it had not yet begun, and in thoſe 
where it had taken place the aſſemblies were to meet 
unarmed, for the reſt they were to aſſiſt the king 
againſt foreign enemies, agreeable to their oath of 
allegiance, 

NoTwiTH- 
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NoTwiTHSTANDING the rancour of the children 
of darkneſs the light of the goſpel prevailed apace; 
and a firm eſtabliſhment of the church proved to be 
the conſequence of that profuſe efFuſion of blood which 
raged to ſuch an excels. Originally the congregati- 
ons aſſembled in open fields, and for fear of being 
ſurprized and attacked, they armed themſelves for 
the occaſion : And although punifhment by gibbets 
was in conſtant vogue againſt the hearers of termons, 
or thoſe who harbored the teachers, and a reward of 
* fix hundred guldens was promiſed for the bringing 
a preacher to conviction, it availed little towards ex- 
tinguiſhing the ardent zeal wherewith people were 
poſſeſſed. 


Tut number of proteſtants increaſed daily. Stra- 
da, a Jeſuit, mentions an aſſembly near Tournay, 
conſiſting of upwards of 8000, On another day 
between 13 and 14000 were convened near the city 
of Antwerpe. At Haarlem a remarkable incident oc- 
curred, a ſermon was propoſed to be delivered with- 
out the town, the magiſtrates endeavored to prevent 
people from going out, but in vain; waggons and 
boats ſwarmed with people---the inns, and even pri- 
vate houſes were ſo crouded that many had to paſs 
the preceeding night under the wide expanſe of hea- 
ven : The gates were ſhut, but the multitude ſwam 
acroſs the town ditches, or traverſed them in boats. 


Wu it became evident that every endeavor to 


keep people in would prove abortive, the gates were 
opened, 


# Equal to 250 Spaniſh milled dollars. 
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opened, and people ſallied forth with incredible cla: 


mour ; an immenſe multitude was now aſſembled, 

but no orator appeared till twelve o'clock at noon, 
when two ſticks were ſet into the ground with a board 
acroſs them to ſerve as a pulpit, the pſalmody end- 
ed, and prayer finiſhed, he continued in his diſcourſe 
for upwards of four hours, with ſuch zeal and effi- 
cacy, that the generality of his hearers returned home- 
wards in tears. 


On the next day another ſermon was delive: red be- 
fore above five thouſand auditors. 


SUCH was the zeal of our fathers ! But we in the 
preſent times of liberty of conſcience, how cooled 
Inſtead of augmenting our diligence in proportion 
as we fear no interruption of our religious exerciſes, 
it is cuſtomary to neglect the churches, 


IT is related of Fraxciſcus Junius that he preached 
at Antwerp in a chamber, whilſt ſome profeſſors of 
the very faith he was elucidating, were encircled and 
conſuming by devouring flames ; the light whereof 
reflected on the windows of the very apartment where 
he was thus employed. 


PeoPLE frequently went three or four miles“ to hear 
a diſcourſe ; paſtors were ſent for from Germany and 
England, and they delivered themſelves three or four 
times a day. 


THe joy occaſioned by the treaty between the go- 
verneſs and the aſſociators was ſgon changed into dif- 
mal 


Every mile here meant is equal to ſour Engliih miles. 


3 


mal grief; for Philip informed of the proceedings of 
the Iconoclaſts, reſolved efficaciouſly to extend the 
weight of his vengeance to thoſe ſacrilegious viola- 
tors of that faith which he believed to be the only one 
that ought to be obſer ved on earth: But this reſolu- 
tion will not appear very extraordinary when it is 
conſidered how fine a pretence he had preſented to 
him to deprive the Netherlanders of their privileges, 
and to keep them under the whip of abſolute rule. 


In the following year 1567 news arrived that the 
King was raiſipg a powerful army, and that the 
Duke of Alba was to have the command, 


Taz King's confeſſor, Freſneda, endeavored to diſ- 
ſuade him from ſending the troops, but Alva wiſhing 
to glut his iraſcible diſpoſition, continually urged 
the King to the execution of this deſign, by inſinuati- 
ons to the following purpoſe : * He had now a good 
* pretext to vacate his coronation oath---to abo- 
« liſh the rights of the people, and to give new 
% laws; a fair opportunity had long been ſought 
« for to exerciſe puniſhment with the appearance of 
„ juſtice, it now offered itſelf, and it would be ill 
« cone to let it ſlip.” His reaſonings were approv- 
ed of, and the Netherlangders were declared © guilty 
of the crimen læſe majeſtatis, 1. e. rebellion, in con- 
« ſequence whereof they had forfeited liberty, eſtate 
« and life.” 


Tur dutcheſs likewiſe broke the convention be- 
tween her and the aſſociators, iſſued bloody edicts, 
cauſed ſeveral of the Iconoclaſts to be puniſhed, in- 
terruptec the proteſtant congregations, and ſeized on 
the town of ”anghgn, SHE 


t 31 7 

Sus next propoſed a new teſt to the aſſociatots; 
containing that they ſhould obey the King, protect 
the Romiſh religion by the extirpation of all others; 
the greateſt part were frighted into a compliance, but 


Orange, Hoop ftraten, Breederade and a few others, ut- 
terly refuſed to ſubſcribe it. 


So mighty an exploſion ruined all; the nobles con- 
fulted what to begin on the occaſion, but no reſo- 
lution was formed, 


Ecmont and moſt of the others judged it beſt to 
fly to the King's mercy ; Orange made ule of a great 
deal of perſuaſive eloquence, to impreſs on Egmont's 
mind a ſenſe of the danger of fuch a procedure, but 
in vain : In their laft conferrence the Prince acquaint- 
ed the Earl with his intended flight, and among 
other difcourſe told him, Jeu Egmont will be the 
bridge on which the Spaniards will paſs into the Nether- 
lands, and when once they have paſſed, they will break 
down the bridge.” At parting Egmont told Orange, 
Adieu, my landleſs Prince: Orange repiied, Farewell, my 
beadlefs Earl. | 


ORrance with concern beholding the many di- 
; faſters which ſo ſenſibly touched his conntry, as well 
as foreſeeing the future ones which till threatened 
her, requeſted the governeſs for leave to refign his 
lieutenancy; and to the grief and deſpondency of all, 
he retired to his earldom of Di/lenbcirg, in Germany; 


- the Lord Preederode retired to Embzen ;, others ſought 
„ fafe-guard in other places, but Embicn was the p. in- 
- Eipal refuge of the exiles, by which means that town 
N increaſed vaſtly in trade and wealth. It is computed 


that 
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that during this year and a few preceeding ones, up- 
wards of one hundred families had quitted the coun- 
try. 


Moe, Mee to the Netherlands ! was now the general 
cry | the dutchels conferred the lieutenancy of Hol- 
land, on the Earl of Beſſu, Maximilian de Henin; yet 
the commiſſion provided only a pro tempore govern- 
ment, to be holden until the return of the Prince. 


Ius troops being embarked in Spain, the Duke of 
Alva, after having taken leave from the King, on the 
10th of May accompanied by teveral nobles, fer fail 
irom Carthagena with a fair wind, with thirty galleys 
of Prince Andrea Dorea, and the Grand Duke of Ty/- 
ceny; being arrived at Genoa he diſembarked his ar- 
my, ard proceeded to Aleſſandria del Paglia, from 
hence he appointed his rendezvous at St. Ambroſio : at 


this laſt place the army was muſtered on the 3d of 
June. | 


ArtTrors do not agree with regard to their num- 
bets, but the beſt accounts allow near gooo foot and 
1200 horſe; the horſe were commanded by Don Fer- 
dinand, natural ſon of the Duke, and grand prior of 
Caſtilèe: To this number we mult add a great many 
volunteers, who engaged in this enterprize at their 
Own expence. 


Tur governeſs becoming more ard more vexed at 
the approach cf Alva, ſent a deputation to him, pray- 
ing in her letters that he might retire with the army, 
temonſtratirg that the country was reduced to obe- 
Gience, the nobles were ficd; and that the intro- 

duction 
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duction of the army would cauſe new còmmoti- 
ons. 


Bur theſe reaſons availed nothing with the tyrant, 
who in his mind had already anticipated the Jording 
it over the cities, the cruſhing of liberty, aud the 
forfeiture of eſtates: This cauſed him to anſwer in a 
haughty tone, I have formerly tamed people of iron, 
* and ſhall 1 now fear to ſubaue a people of butter? 


He purſued his rout through Burgundy and Lerrain; 
and artiving on the confines of Luxembourg, he en- 
camped in and about Diedenbove: In his march he 
gained great honor by the obſervance of a firift diſ- 
cipline; puniſhing without mercy all who commit- 
ted the ſmalleſt treſpaſs on the inhabitants, 


Tur deputation met him at Diedenbove, and hav- 


ing complimented him on the occaſion, they requeſt- 


ed a fight of his commiſſion, which he produced: 


By its contents they found that every thing was left 
to him, and that with reſpect to the army affairs and 
its dependencies, he had carte Zlanche : In ſhort, the 
dutcheſs had only the name of governeſs left, which 
as it is eaſy to judge, provoked her to the extreme. 


BeinG on the 22d of Auguſt arrived at Bruſſels, at 
the head of near twelve thouſand men, he lent a 
Spaniſh garriſon into that city and made a pompous 
entry into the ſame. 


A FAINT attempt towards the character of this man 
may not be unleaſonable here: He was poſſeſſed of 
the moſt conſummate pride, which became not a 
little eſtabliſhed by or” education in the arbitrary 
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court of Charles, where he had imbibed ſuch high 


notions of abſolute dominion, as wade him conceive 
that the poſſeſſion of privileges ſuch as the Nethey- 
lands enjoyed, were abſolutely inconſiſtent even with 
human nature itſelf; being not only in ſome mea- 
ſurea tutor, but likewiſe an intimate favorite of Philip, 
it was an eaſy matter for him to confirm the latter in 
his ideas of the cloſe connection of government with 
divine right, and unlimited ſway ; Kin advices there- 
fore could not fail of being reliſhed by the King, to 
the former ſpecimen cf his contempt for the people 
whom he was ſent to ſubdue. I cannot pals by, to add 
his opinion of them as he frequently expreſſed it in 
converſation, and when he was conſulted on the ſitu- 
ation of affairs: I mean” ſays he, © never to 
« trouble myſelf with throwing garriſons into their 
„% towns; this would render them too much of con- 
* ſequence in their own ideas, for what are they? 
„ the principals are merchants, and the greater part 
«« farmers, boatmen and fiſhers : Spirit and abilities 
*< muft be wanting in ſucha rabble, when they come 
to be put to a tryal in oppoſing my arms; I con- 
« ſider them as villaios,“ (a Spaniſh expreſſion of 
contempt for the dregs of the people, and nearly an- 
iwering to the engliſh word brutes.) How. little 
did this man conſider the power of deſpair when it 
lias a ſhare in detending the rights of human nature 


is conſummate arrogance appeared moſt con- 
{picuous in the ſtatue ſoon after his arrival, erected 
by his order in the citadel ot Antwerp: This ſtatue 
was of | vents compleatly armed except the head and 
right arm, which were put in a friendly, inviting 
poſture, 
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poſture, as if he meant to indicate that although he 
came armed, yet he was the harbinger of peace; un- 
der the fect was proſtrate an image with two heads 
and four arms, in one hand a torch was placed, in 
another an ax, in the third a club, and in the fourth a 
hammer; under its fide was a maſk, and round the 
neck was hanging a pouch from which iſſued various 
monſtrous ſaakes. 


ITs pedeſtal was placed on three ſteps of blue free- 
ſtone ; the back was plain; the front had the fol- 
lowing inſcription graved on the braſs, viz. 


FERDINANDO ALVAREZ a TorLe»o, 
A Duc. PHILIPP, IT. Hiſp. Reg. apud Belgus Pra ſect. 
quod exlintta ſeditione, rebellibus pulſis, 
religione procurata, juſtitia culla, 
provinciæ pacem firmarit, 


Regis optimi miniſtro fideliſs. paſitum. 
In Engliſh thus. 


To FERDINAND ALVARE, of Toledo, Duke 
of Alva, Governor of the Netherlands, for Philip II. 
King of Spain, tor having confirmed the peace of the 
provinces, by cruſhing ſedition, expelling the rebels, 
tecuring religion, and promoting juſtice, this ſtatue 
is erected to the moſt faithful ſervant of the beſt ct 
Kings. 

On one of the fillets of the pedeſtal ſtood, 


Juugclingi opus, ex are capti vo. 


. 8 
Made by Jungeling of braſs from among the booty. 
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On the dexter ſide of the pedeſtal was repreſented 
the dawn of day, which in Spaniſh is called Alba, 
driving away bats, owls, and the nocturnal beaus of 
prey, a ſhepherd bringing his flock forth to the ficid, 
with the following Greek motto : 


AAEZIKAKOS HAYLE 
or, 
The Evil Expelling Dawn. 


Ox the ſiniſter ſide was an altar, on which was a 
blazing fire ; the body of the altar was decorated with 
feſtoons of warlike inſtruments ; and the following 
inſcription : 


Deo patram noſtrorum. 
*. 6 
The God of our Fathers. 


A y1xex of vanity, the inſolence of which wound. 
ed the feelings of all mankind z contrived by Arzus 
Monianus, a well known perſon in the republic of let- 
ters ; but not long after ordered to be demoliſhed 
by the more lofty maſter of this haughty ty ant. 


TRAINED in the ſchool of Mars, at the nurſery c 
Charles the fifth, he was a ſoldier perhaps inferior to 
none of his cotemporary veterans ; of deliberate con- 
duct, ſignal courage, and a moſt exact diſciplinarian; 
in ſhort, he was a very paragon among the ſons o 
Ma vors. 


Bur the mercileſs cruelty of his nature extinguiſh- 
ed 
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ed the luſtre of his military virtues; it was impoſſi- 
ble for Philip to have found a perſon more proper to 
execute his bloody intentions: The diſpe ſition of a 
tyger ſeemed in him to preponderate over all the other 
animal attributes; could he have formed Tumuli 
equal in ſize to mountains, or could he have bathed 
himſelf in blood, it is to be preſumed he would have 
done it; the whole extent of the Netherlands ſeemed 
too ſmall for his flaughter- houſe of human victims 
he was moſt delighted when his eyes were feaſted 
with executions wherein torture was heightened by 
the moſt excruciating contrivances ever invented by 
the depravity of human nature! His avarice was 
unbounded but that perhaps was not nature; the 
court of Spain had by their ſucc: ſſes abroad, become 
poſſeſſed of the immenſe treaſure of both Indies, which 
they conſidered,as inexhauſtible ; but this plenitude 
of their coffers was far from being 2 to the drain- 
ing call of the ambition of Charles Philip, edu- 
cated in this profuſion had learned the leſſons of 
pride in his fathers ſchool; but to his coſt found 
that even the wealth of Aa and America could nor 
ſtand proof againſt the rapacity of his views : A new 
India muſt therefore be found, and none was ſo like- 
ly to anſwer the purpoſe as the great commercial in- 
tereſt of Netherland, Courtiers cannot help affecting 
the principles of their royal maſter ; adulation urges 
them on to imitation, and the views of Philip were 
perhaps only copied by this great miniſter out of 
courteſy to his maſter. 


Such was the man to whom was aſſigned the taſk 
of ſubduing a people, ever uſed to enjoy freedom, 
and 
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and always noted for exemplary benevolence an 
humanity ! 


Tux firſt arbitrary act whereby he rendered him- 
ſelf obnoxious, was his ſeizing on the keys of the gates 
of Gent, out of the hands of the legal keepers, altho' 
the city was compleatly garriſoned by Spaniards. 


Te1s great city, the place of Charles Vth's nati- 
vity, had yet hardly reated her head from under very 


wanton exertions of power, practiſed on her by that 
lawleſs tyrant. 


Nxxr Alva treacherouſly impriſ»ned the Earls of 
Egmont and Hocru; ſending them under an eſcort of 
three thouſand troops to the citadel of the above na- 
med city, where they were cloſely guarded. 


SHORTLY after he erected a tribunal by him called 
the Council of Commctions, but by the natives diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of the Council of Blood. 


Tais tribunal conſiſted entirely of perſons in the 
Spaniſh intereſt, and the Duke appointed for their 
preſident Fran de Vargas, alicentiate of Bruſſels, a cru- 
el and wicked man, who conſtantly expreſſed his 
ſentiments by ſaying that the [Vetherlanders were loſt 
through filly ccmpaſſion ; on the reports of this man Alva 


always pronounced and ſigned the numerous con- 
demnations. 


Tur buſineſs of this council was to take cogni- 
zance of all matters of crimen laſe mojeſtatis ; but this 
they interpreted to extend to the celivery of peti- 
tions, to the not preventing ſermons, and to every 

thing 
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thing that had the leaſt appearance of being done in 
defence of, or for the maintainance of the common li- 
berties. 


Tnos it was ſtretched to every perſon; no one 
was ſo good a catholic but the crimen omiſſiones, i. e. 
the crime of neglect, might de brought againſt him: 
This appears from the manner in which the preſident 
conſtantly deliver2d his opinion, which he did in bad 
latin, as follows : 

Heritici fraxerunt templa, boni nihil faxere contra, 

ergo debent omnus patibulare. 
Meaning that the heretics had deſtroyed the images, 
the good (i. e. the Romaniſts) had not prevented it, 
therefore they ought all to be hanged. He uſed to 
ſay that if the accuſed ſuffered innocently it was good 
for their ſouls. 


One of the members of this tribunal was called 
Fleſſels, this man was always aſleep, and when it came 
to his tura to deliver his opinion on the caſe of the 
culprit before them; he half awake, and rub- 
bing his eyes, without enquiring into the plead- 
ings ; called out, Ad pitibulum, i. e. to the gallows. 
The people of Gent atterwards caught this fellow, 
and without any form of procedure, hung him on a 


tree. 


Numrrss of Romaniſts ſuffered for being convict- 
ed of having been preſent once or twice at a ſet mon; 
to ſay any thing in exculpation of theſe was death; 
to look aſkance at the image of a ſaint was a ſuſh- 
tient crime to condemn the convict to the flames. 
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Alva, intent on the total extirpation of hereſy, had 
his ſpies diſperſed every where, who were charged to 
take ſpecial notice of the countenances and conduct 
of people at the approach of the euchariſt, or holy oil 
on its way to the ſick ; that the ſmalleſt irreverence 
towards thele ſacraments might be puniſhed in an ex- 
emplary manuer, 


IMPRISONMENT and executions now raged among 
people of gvery degree, ſex, and age: there was no 
end to exile and cor. fiſcation of eſtates, 


Tax crime wherewith the Earls of Ignont and 
Hoorn ſtood charged, was that of neglect: When the 
news of their capture arrived at Kome, Cardinal Gran- 
ville aſked if the taciturn (meaning the Prince of Orange) 
was alſo taten? Being anſwered in the negative, 
he replied, that nothing was done, for ihe Prince was of 
more conſequence than all the others put together, 


Tux dutcheſs of Parma ſeeing that the govern- 
ment was placed entirely into the hands of Alva, pe- 
titioned the King for a total diſmiſſion from her 
charge. The King granted the requeſt, and towards 
the end of this year ſhe returned to %; Alva bein 
proclaimed governor general in her ſtead, which po 
he held with an almolt unlimited puwer. 


In the beginning of 1563 Ava cauſed proclama- 
tion to be made, whereby he cited the Prince of 
Orange, his brother earl Lewis, the earls of Hoog ftrg- 
ten, Vandenberg, and Kuylembourg, the Jord Breederode, 
and other fugitives, to appear within three times fif- 


teen days at Bruſſels, or whatever other place he nl 
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his Council of Commotions might happen to be; they 
refuſed to appear, alledging that being knights of ihe 
golden fleece, they could not be cited before any court 
but a gereral chapter of that order: Orange in parti- 
cular added another plea, which was that his poſſeſ- 
ſions in Germany entitled him to the privilege of be- 


ing cited before the emperor in full diet only, where 
he offered to appear. | 


Moc worſe were the circumſtances of the earls of 
Ee mont and Hoorn, the two barons of Batenburg, and 
other lords, who were ſo untortunate as to fall into 
the hands of the duke. They were publicly bebeacl- 
ed at Bruſſeis; firſt on the 2d of June the two barons 
with fixteen other principal lords, and on the 5th 


following the two earls; their heads were publicly 
expoſed on poles. 


Tuts laſt was the moſt mournful ſpectacle that 
ever was beheld by the trezmen of theſe countries; 
it ſeemed to them tnat with the head of Egmont they 
ſaw that of all Netherland drop on the ſcaffold. 


Tur ſentences ot the two earls were ſigned not on- 
ly by che duke, but likewiſe by che king: This we 
gather from the relation of the principal Netherlan- 
diſh hiſtorian P. C. Hooft. Knight. He ſays that 
he had it from Rr. Simon Kn, one of the council of 
An ſtterdam, and this laſt from the words of earl Phi- 
lips, fon to the unhappy Egmont, on the following 
occaſion. This earl P-2i/ips was taken pritoner ai 
N;nbooven in 1530, and the father of Mr. Kyz was 
captain of the guard, Which was appointed to conduct 
the priſoger; this gnard conſiſted of ſcveral nobles 
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and gentlemen then in the ſervice, and young Mr. 
Ryk was one of the number. One day in converſati- 
on he took occafion to put the earl in mind of the 
injury done him in the perſon of his late father, by 
the very king in whoſe ſervice he bore arms: The 
earl declared that he could never charge the King 
with this fact; unleis he was to blame for truſt ing 
the duke of Alva, with trunks full of blanks hav- 
ing the king's fignature at bottom; the duke hav- 
ing adapted one of theſe ſheeis to contain the condem- 
nation of the twocearls. 


Tur marquis of Afterga, the duke's biographer, a 
writer by us ſuſpected of frequently endeavoring to 
exculpate the duke undeſerved)y, relates the matter 
as follows, that among the papers of the houſe of 
T oledo, two letters were found in the king's own hand 
writing; in the firſt the king charges the duke very 
ſtrictly to puniſh the earls, and to expedite the build- 
ing of ſeveral forts; in the other he dire@ts that the 
execution be no longer protracted, for that he re- 
garded'it as the only means to prevent a general in- 
ſurrection. 


Bur theſe were not tlie only victims; ſeveral prin- 
cipal freemen were tortured, decapitated or hung: 
the lord Montigny who as is before related was in 1556 
ſent to Spain, was there poiſoned. 


Tur earl of Buren, fon to the prince of Orange, was 
at the univerſity purſuing his ſtudies; this was @ 
youth of the age of thirteen, who was contrary to 
the privileges of the univerſity forcibly taken away 


from there and ſent to Spaix. 
Tarr 
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Tuts year alſo the new biſhops were eſtabliſhed 
in their ſeveral ſces. 


Tur inhumanities exerciſed by Alva now roſe be- 
yond all limits; advanced age, defenceleſs ſex, pro- 
miſing youth, tender infancy, nor the moſt honora- 
ble rank were now any longer the leaſt protection 
Virgins were violated, horribly abuſed and murder- 
ed. Menfi-ed alive and their ſkins uſed for drum- 
heads; pregnant women were ript up and the fruit 
of the womb daſhed to the ground : It ſeemed as if 
cruelty had come in perſon to exhauſt her ſxill in 
finding new torments, that the victims migkłt die 2 
thouſand deaths; it is impoſſible to deſcribe the hor- 
rid inventions for torment, human nature ſtarts back 
at it ! The moſt common executions were to tear the 
fleſh off the body with red hot pincers, or to burn 
alive; and becauſe among theſe excruciating tor- 
ments many of the victims ſung the praiſes ot their 


Maker to the laft, two iren hooks were invented be- 


tween which the tongue was pinched by a vice, and 
the tip burnt by an hot iron, by which means it 
ſwelled ſo that the ſuffeter could not ſtir it, and was 
rendered ſpeechleſs. | NT: 


Tur people were now rendered mad with oppreſ- 
ſion ; and ſeeing theſe barbarities continue, they ran 
to arms, reſolved to ſell their lives as dear as poſſi- 
ble, and no longer ſubmit to have their throats cur 


without reſiſtance, or to be tortured to death on ſcat- 
folds. | | 


Tur were however without leaders, but the fugi- 
tive lords ſeeing matters run to ſuch an excels, con- 
| e ̃ 
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ſulted together about means to put a ſtop to the ca- 
reer of theſe enormitics. At their requeſt the pi ince 
of Orange colleciid an army, which he ſent under 
command of earl Leuis of Naſſau to the province of 
Groningen, 


Trrs army met with ſome conſiderable ſucceſs , 
they met the earl of Aremberg near Heiligerlee, gave 
him battle and defeated him--- himſelt and fitteen 
hundred Spaniards remained dead on the field; ſix 
remarkable brats pieces of cannon, diſtinguiſhed by 
the names of ut, re, mi, fa, /cl, la; all theearls plate, 
with the military cheſt became a prey to the con- 
querors : who on their part loſt bud few men; but 
among them Adolph, brother to earl Louis. 


Tue jay occaſioned by this victory was however 
of ſhart duration; Alva proceeded immediately to 
the province of Groningen in order to diſludge Louis, 
who iceing that he could not oppoſe him, retired © 
Femmegum, a place in Eaſt Fricſland, and intrenched 
himſelt there, but Alva purſued him cloſeiy, the 
troops refuſing to fight through want of pay, had 
ſeized on ſome veſſels lying on the river Eems and 
went off in hem; the Spaniards did not fail to im- 
prove this opportunity, and fell on the remainder, 
whom they enti:cly defcated with the loſs of eighty 
men on their ſide only; Louis himſelf narrowly 
eſcaped in a ſkiff acroſs the Eems, his loſs conſiſted of 
ſixteen pieces of cannon, all his ammunition and 
baggage, twenty pair of colours, fifteen hundred 
draught horſes, and a great number of men who were 


cither drowned or killed in the action. 
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Tuis was not however all; the prince had raiſed 
mote troops to the amount of eight thouſand foot and 
ſcven thouland horſe, being Netherlanders, Germans, 
and a few Freach, at the head of which he croſſed the 
Rhine, accompanied by the earl of Hoogftraten and 
other Netherlandiſh lords: In ſome of his ſtandards 
he had the following motto: 


Pro Lege, grege, and Rege. 
| i. e. 
For the Law, the People and the King. 


In others was repreſented a pelican feeding her 
young with her own blood. 


To raiſe this army, the princes of the empire ad- 
vanced large ſums, the exiles likewiſe contributed 
largely ; the prince of Orange fold and pawned all 
his jewels, and his brother Jon earl of Naſſau mort- 
gaged all his lordſhips and other eſtates. 


Tux difficulty was to croſs the Mage, he having no 
pontoons or other bridges, having however at length 
found a ihallow place in this river, he ordered ſeveral 
hundred horſe to enter it and halt in the river, by 
which means the force of the ftream was broke, and 
an opportunity afforded tor the foot ro wade, and 
the cannon to be drawn acrols. This manceuvre of 
the prince as wiſely projected as it was happily exe- 
cuted cauſed a great ſurprize; Alva was amazed, 
and could at firſt not believe it, when Bairlemont 
brought him the intelligence, Mhat, ſays he do vor 
think they are birds? But this and the like difficulties 
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had ſo advanced the ſcaſon that it was not till the 
5th October that the prince had croſſed the river 
and arrived in Brabant. 


His intention was to draw Alva to an action, hut 
this old fox avoided it, well knowing that the prince 
w-uld fwon be oblig:d by hunger and bad weather 
to q it the ficld, he coaſted him every where, harraſ- 
ſing him by all means, and cutting off his commu- 
nication for proviſion, 


Tre prince ſenſible of his neceſſity, finding that 
neither town nor fort 1n all the country declared in 
his favor; and being pinched by the approaching 
winter, was obliged to return, | 


ABouT the beginning of 1569 he eſcaped to the 
corfines of France, here his array dwindled away by 
d-grees ; he fold his artillery, baggage and ammuni- 
tion, with the produce of which he paid the people 
as far as it would reach, _ | | 


Taz duke being thus delivered from his appre- 
henſions, ſcent pompous accounts of his ſucceſs to his 
maſter and other princes, ordered days of public 
thankſgiving, and appointed a tournament to be held 
at Bruſſels, | ONS : 


Hz had now a fair field open to eftabliſh his ty- 
ranny, and he continued his enormous barbarities 
with more violence than ever, judging that for the 
completion ct his ſcheme three things were neceſſary ; 
fiift, to ſtrengthen the hands of his maſter ; ſecond, 
to weaken the people; and thirdly, in ſume meaſure 
to pacify .he minds of the community, 

Tur 
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Tux two firſt he intended to bring about by intro- 
ducing the taxes, which had all along been the aim; 
but which it was not thought proper to ment on till 
the nation had been frighted into deſpondency by 
the tnanifold cruelties exerciſed on them undes the 
idea of eſtabliſhing religion; which indeed only fe: v= 
ed as a cloak to hide the real views of taxation : He 
frequently mentioned in his letters to Spain that he 
intended to introduce a ſtream of gold into that 
county that would conſtantly flow gs thick as a 
man's arm, 


Tux third he meant to compaſs by pardons and 
acts of indemnity, 


For the accompliſhment of hi: favorite ſcheme of 
taxation he aſſembled the States of all the provinces 
ar Bruſſels on the 5th of this year, and there demand- 
ed of them a renewa! of all rhe taxes on land, and 
the ſeveral exciſes on proviſions, liquors, &c. with 
the addicion of one per cent. to be levied once for all 
on all eſtates real and perſonal ; with five per car. 
on all real eſtatos, and ten per cent. on all move- 
ables, to be paid by the leller at eve:y transfer of 
property. 

Tu deputies of the States were amazed at ſo enor- 
mous a demand, and with great feſpect emos ſtra- 
ted to the duke what was to be expected from ſuch a 
procedure: But he was fixed in his reſolution, and 
no ſubmiſſive remonſtrance or petition could avail 
any thing, 


By the defeat and miſcarriage of the army all * 
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of relief were laid in the duſt; Orange had done hg- 
thing but ſwell the pride of Alta: To aſſemble a 
new army was not in the power of the earls; the 

rince had diſſipated his own wealth by the firſt levy : 

Vhat courle to tate ior to eſcape this violence of 
rapine no one knew, and every one was now brought 
on the brink of deſpair : Rights and privileges were 
ſcoffed at, no man durſt claim or defend them, the 
old buſineſs of burning, hanging &c. continued; 


thouſands went into voluntary exile, and the deſpot 
remained ineforable. 


1570, Theduke ſtill perſiſted in his demand, and 
nothing but this obſtinate intention to fleece could 
have ſaved the country, for in all human appearance 
they were ſubdued, his extortions however again 
drove the people to deſperate acts of oppoſition. 


On November 1ſt, Ne. herland, ard all the coun- 
tries as far as the coaſt of Dezmeark, ſuffered by a pro- 
digious inundation. In Hollaud the ſtreets of Dordregt, 
Ritterdam, and ſome other low towns were covered 
with a depth of three feet of water, ſeveral inland 
dikes, eſpecially the Diemerdike broke through; the 
Hondbos, a prodigious bulwark of oaken piles, drove 
with blocks of metal, anchored with iron, and load- 
ed with heavy ſtones was entirely rated in three pla- 
ces; and had not the Ser (a dike fo called becauſe 
it 's laid as a reſerve out of the daily dangers of at- 
tack) held out, the whole H of North Hlolland would 
have bren gone; the Hy was totaliy gone, with 
above an hundred hav.tations, and ſcarce any thing 
eſcaped that had received life: In the iſlzs of Zeeland 
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above three thouſand people were drowned, all Zaf- 


tingen was gone. The Eaſt and Weſt Friſians expe- 
rienced great miſery. The number of dead in that 
quarter is {aid to have amounted to twenty thouſand. 
To be ſhort, above an hundred thouſand people pe- 
riſhed in this flood, and cattle innumerable. 


1571. ALBA continued his tyranny with uncommon 
zeal, erecting citadels to command the principal ci- 
ties. He appointed new biſhops at Leeuwaarden and 
Groningen, and every where enforced the decrees of 
the council of Trent; theſe proceedings joined to 
his inſatiable avarice, made him univerſally deteſted, 
and it now became manifeſt that he had no other 
aim than to turn the country into a ſcene of blood 
and devaſtaticn, whilſt he greedily devoured the 
wealth of it; the remonſtrance of the ſtates againſt 
his conduct were in vain; he would introduce the 
ten per cent. be the conſequence what it would, and 
his uſual expreſſion on this occaſion was, © That the 
* ſun and moon would loſe their light, ſooner than 
e that he ſhould not obtain the ten per cent. dutits.“ 


Nox were more firm than the ſtates of Utregt, in 
the oppoſition againſt the duke's extortion ; they had 
offered him ® 112000 Guldens to ſatisfy him once for 
all, in the room of che intended duties, The Duke 
rejected the offer, and (ent a ftrong garriſon into their 
city, who committed horrible outrages, and raiſed 2 
weekly contribution of + twe thouſand four hun- 
dred Guldens, upon the inkabitants, 
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FivaALlv, the countries who had fallen to Spain 
by inheritance, propoſed to pay their reſpective 
proportions in a yearly contribution of * twenty tons 
of gold, for two years. Other diftricts paid great 
tums once for all, to be excuſed from the ten per cent. 
The Duke had accepted this offer for two years ; 
but the term being about to expire this year, he was 
determined to enforce the payment of ſaid duty, and 
began by publiſhing an edict for that purpule in the 
1:ing's name; but the ſtates, eſpecially thoſe of Tal- 
{and and Urregt, refuſed to ſubmit to it. On this 0c- 
caſion the city of Amſterdam was fined + twenty-five 
thouſand Guldens, and Utregt was declared guilty of 
the Crimen eſe mazeſtatis, and anew vexed with troops, 
wio committed amazing irregularities. 


AT Bruſſels the inhabitants ſhutting their ſhops, pre- 
tended to have nothing for ſale, and that therefore 
they were not liable to pay any duties; this matter 
ran at laſt to ſuch a height, that in that city there 
was neither bread, beer nor fleſh-meat to be had dur- 
ing a whole month. 


Ter averſion to Alba ran fo high, that now the 
Roman Catholic clergy themſelves did not ſcruple, 


170m the pulpit, vo call him a tyrant and an obnoxi- 
ous linger. 


In Tlolland, days for faſting and praying were ſet 
apart, and the Roman Catholics had proccſſions on 
thoſe days, In the proclamation for this purpoſe, it 
was enjeined, “ That the people properly bumili— 
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& ating themſelves before the Almighty, and confeſ- 
ling their ſins, ſhould beſeech him to ſoften the 
„ obdurate and relentleſs heart of the duke, and en- 
due him with reaſon and juſtice ; that he might 


** no longer tread the rights and privileges of the 


*© people under foot, nor continue in the room of 


« theſe to enforce the king's arbitrary will.” 


Dvrins theſe tranſactions, the prince of Orange 
had again arrived in Germany, where the penſionus; 
of Leyden, in quality of an envoy from the ſtates, laid 
open to him the ſtate and condition of the country, 

together with the inclination of the country; but 
Orange, who had experienced how little dependence 
was to be made on the fallies of popular zeal, eſpe- 


cially when it becomes neceſſary to raile money, 


thought prudent to advance with leaden ſhoes, and 
he endeavoured to collect a ſum among the exiles, 
nay even in private among the inhabitants; for that 
end, ſubſcriptions were ſet on foot for weekly aud 
monthly contributions. 


Bur that he might not be thought to have given 
over his purſuit, and to have fallen into a neglect ot 
the Netherlands, he determined to ſeize every oppor- 
- tunity whereby he might prejudice Spain; being ac- 
companicd by many fugitives, who, not able to cara 
their bread by trade or mechanical buſirieſs, were by 
neceſlity and thirſt for revenge, ready to embrace any 
propoſal, by which they ſaw an opportunity to in- 
demnify themfelves for the damage and injury they 
had ſuffered. To theſe, by the advice of Coligny. 
ailmiral of France, he proroſed the fitting out armed 

mipe, 
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ſhips, and granted them commiſſions to cruize 
againſt the Spaniards ; nine of theſe were ſpeedily 
ready for ſea, the prince' appointed the lord of 
Dolhain as his admiral, and among his firſt captains 
were the young lords Lancelot Brederode, and Al- 
bert Egmont. They had appointed their rendezvous 
in England; but were no ſooner at fea, than they 
were overtaken by a ſtorm, which obliged them to 
ſeek for ſhelter in che Vie. 


Wulst they lay here waiting for wind and wea- 
ther, the fleet from the Baltic, belonging at Amſterdan: 
and Ent buyzen arrived, our adventurers took them, 
and made them pay their ranſoms, encouraged by 
this ſucceſs, they ſtaid four or five days longer, dur- 
ing which time forty more richly loaden ſhips arrived, 
and ſhared the ſame fate; when this buſineſs came 
to be notified about the country, the royaliſt who had 
hitherto called the inſurgents, wild or wood beggars, 
now affected to call them wazer- beggars. 


ALB4 hearing of this news, ordered Boſſu, whom he 
had appointed lieutenant of Holland, in the room of 
Orange, to fit out a fleet for the interception of our 
adventurers, Boſſu at length got twelve well found 
men of war fitted, and proceeded with them on 2 
cruize againſt the Vaterbeggars, whom he blocked 
up in the Eems, and partly ſubdued ; not however 
without the loſs of one ſhip, which deferted him, ane 
Joined the prince's fleet. 


TH1s year the brazen ſtatue of Alba, before ment1- 


vned, was finiſhed, and one morning a little while af- 
ter 


„ 


ter the following inicription was found paſted on the 
pedeſtal. 


Eft ne hic Alvarus dux, jam pius immo prudens 9 
Eſt ne hoc carmen? 


1. e. Is not this duke of Alba pious and wiſe ? 
Is not this a verſe? 


No reader however learned, could make any thing, 
but ** arrant proſe” of it, ſo that it cauſed not a little 
ſpeculation. Finally, ſome body wrote under it, aon 
eſt, and next morning the following line was adecd; 


Tollantur decime et erit. 
i, e. TAKE away the tenths, and it will be one. 


Tus the ſecret was diſeloſed, and this proſe pane- 
gyric, was by an eraſement of every tenth letter chang- 
ed into the following reprehending carmen pentame- 
trum; eft ne hic avarus dux impius immo rudens, 


1, e. Is not this greedy duke impious and brutal. 


THts was one of the many fly reproofs he received 
on account of his exacting e ten per cent. or one out 
of ten of every thing that was ſold. 


1572. Tur duke had reſolved to plunder the ci- 
ty of Ulregt, during the holy week, and this was to 
be carried into execution 1n the night preceeding ho- 
ly Fhurſday, while the ſoldiers aſlembled under pre- 
tence of going to mals. 


AND in Bruſſels he had determined to hang ſome - 


of the principal brewers, Bakers and Dutehem in 
chcir 
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their own doors, for refuſing to ſell, and thereby 
evading the payment of the tenths; this piece cf 


ſeverity he thought would induce the others to re- 
aſſume their buſineſs. 


Tur executioner had already orders to prepare ſe- 
venteen halters, and a ladder of about twelve foot 
high : The troops were under arms, and Don Fre- 
dick preparing to ſign the death warrants; when 
this cruel buſineſs was prevented by the arrival of 
the very alarming intelligence, that the Briel was ta- 
ken, which likewiſe put a ſtop to the deſign on U- 
tragt. 


Tae affairs of Netherland now put on a more favor- 
able aſpect. 


Tur fleet of Waterbeggars, was by this time in- 
creaſed to the number of fifty or ſixty ſhips, moſtly 
civate adventures: This armament was a ſevere 
check on the Spaniards, who to intimidate thoſe free- 
booters, cauſed every one that fell into their power, to 
be hung up immediately, or tying them together by 
pairs, they were hove overboard; but our privateers 
did not tarry long betore they paid this piece of cru- 
eliy in kind. 


Tur retreat of theſe nautical adventurers was ei- 
ther at Ebden, or in England : But the firſt ſoon be- 
came too dangerous, and the queen of England for- 
bade them the latter; ; thus they were obliged to feek 
another place of ſccurity. 


Tux preſent head or admiral of theſe enterprizers 
was William vander Mark, carl of Lamey, who carried 
the 
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the words thienden penning, i. e. ten per cent. dutias in his 
flag, and had ſworn not to trim his beard, nor cut 
his nails, until he had avenged the death of earls Eg- 
mont and Hoorn; he directed the courſe of his fleet 
towards North Holland; but was by contrary winds 
obliged to run into the Maas, with thirty ſhips, and 
five hundred men, 


On his way thither he planned the capture of ſome 
ſhips that lay ready to fail for Spain, but they got in- 
telligence of his deſign, and ſaved themſelves under 
the cannon of Rotterdam. The wind changing put 
our riſkers in great danger from the Spaniſh flret, 
which had entered the Maas for ſhelter; a council 
was held, wherein it was reſolved to procure an aſy- 
lum by ſeizing on the town of Briel; the ſcheme ſuc- 
ceeded, and the place was ſurprized on the fyſt day 
of April, 


THz firſt fruits of this victory was, that the popu- 
lace every where inſulted the duke with the following 
jronical pun, 


Den eerſten van April, 
Verloor duc d' alu 2yn bril. 


i. e. Tux firſt of April, (to his coſt) 
Our duke his * ſpectacles has loft. 


Tas firſt account of this exploit was not credited 
by Alva, who could not conceive that the Waterbeg- 
cars 

* The word IBL er BRIL is Dutch for ſpectac les, and the pun 
lay in remiading the duke, that as he could not find TExTH:, or 


10 PER CENT, When he had the ByIEIL or SPECTACL 23, he would 
ing it ſtill more &ilicnlt, now that was loft, 
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ars dared to be ſo bold; when it was confirmed, he 
tent Boſſu to regain the place; but he failed, and 
two of his captains that were taken, were, by order 
of Lumey hung on the arms of a wind. mill. 


Bossv, enraged at his miſcarriage, went to Dor- 
dregt; but finding the gates ſhur againſt him, went to 


Rotterdam, and aſked permiſſion to paſs through that 


city. The citizens conſented, on terms, that fifty 
men with muſkets not charged, ſhould paſs at a time. 


Bur the Spaniards broke this treaty, and entered 
the city by violence, killingevery freeman they found 
armed, violating women aad virgins, and plundering 
the city, The number of the murdered, en this oc- 
caſion, were between three and four hundred. 


ALva, who hitherto had made little account of the 
Beggars courage, became more cautious by the loſs 
of the Briel, and attempted to ſecure Yh/ingen by an aug- 
mentation of its garriſon ; for this purpoſe, he ſent 
ſixteen compantes, who ſucceeded fo far as to arrive 
betore the harbour, | 


Brauvois commanded the garriſon, and received 
orders to withdraw. The morning before his depar- 
ture, he ordered the drum to be beat, to warn the 
garriſon that they might hold themſelves ready againſt 
his departure. The drummer, in his rounds, pro- 
claimed aloud, Make ready your wives and money, the 
Spaniards come. The people, however, minded this 
but little, tiil they next morning perceived the Spa- 
niards anchored at the mouth of their harbour. This 
ſight cauſed a general cry, that the town was * 

ed, 
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ed ; and the freemen ran in crowds to the town- hall, 


where the magiſtrates were aſſembled to regulate the 
billeting of the new arrived troops. 


A GENERAL cry prevailed here, that they would 
not admit any Spaniards into their city; among the 
crowd was a gentleman named Alman, who uſed ve- 
ry free language, for which he received a blow from 
one of the Spaniſh faction; hurt at this treatment, 
Aiman ran home to felch his fowling-piece : During 
this tumult, the crowd of freemen increaſed, and it 
was aſked, What was the matter? The atiray was 
mentioned, and it was ſaid, that Alman was gone to 
fetch his arms: The word Alman was miſtaken toc 
a/;eman, i. e. All men, or every man, and this error 
cauſed every citizen to run home. At their return, 
being all armed, they cried more than ever, chat chey 
would not ſuffer any Spaniards to be landed. 


Jonx van Kuyk, lord of Erpt, now began to ha- 
rangue the people, and by his ſpirited elequence, he 
more and more determined the minds of hoc chat 
were reſolved, and raiſed the courage of luch as were 
heſitating; this addreſs united them in the exo ution 
of their defign, which was to repair to the works and 
fire at the Spaniards, who, vi: the diicharge of the ar- 
cillery, took to their heels, 


SHORTLY after their retreat, arrived a ſingle ſhip, 
on board of which was Pachecay the commanding 0i- 
ficer, and a number of engineers, who were lent to 
complete a citadel which was begun, ai d intended u 
awe the city; YVackecy {ering no appeaiance of dan 
ger, nor apprehending any refiitance, entered the 
harbduuc 
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harbour and was taken; on examination, ſome very 
cruel crders from Alba were found about him 
and jor his intention in undertaking to put them in 
execution, he was immediately hanged, 


THe citizens next proceeded to raze the new be- 
gun citadel, which was ſcon cffected. 


A Rich fleet from Liſſen, vnadviſed of this tranſ- 
-Ction, fell into the hands of the peopie of inge. 
From among theſe ſhips Tycſung ſelected and armed 
a number ot ſhips, with which hie attacked and total- 
iy defeated a Spaniſh flect of ninety- ſix ſhipss 


Z1RICKZEE was taken, ard Middelburg was inveſted; 
Deraregt; Who as has bern already mentioned, ſhur 
ner gates againſt Boſſu, now cpenly threw of the Spa- 
111 yoke, 


„Tur examnle was followed by Ezthurzen, Meden- 
Þblick, Eioern, Edam, Aikmaar, Ord. tor, Gouda, Ley- 
den, Gorkum, Haariem, Steen and Leoeve/tern, and a 
number of other places. J he prince of Orame ſent 
Lomey to he his lieutenant in theſe places. Thu: all 
{{oiiand was loſt to the duke, except Delft, Au ſierdam, 
Palterdam, Moerden, Sc loonboven, Naarden, Iutydin and 
{FVeeſp ; and while every thing was in ſuſpence here, 
carl Henry Vandenverg, brother-in-law to Orange, 
who reſided in Yrieſaud, ſeized there and in Over el, | 
on Deautekorr, Doeſbare, Goor, Olacizeel, Hatium, Har- 
clertuyf, Kampen, £wiland Hoſſeit, 


a N 
Sv EEX, Bolſwerrt and Franeter, wire likewiſe ; 
Hatched dom Out of the hands of the Spaniards. ? 
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Tuis ficuation of affairs gave the duke much per- 
plexity, which was not a little ingrraſed by the arrival 
of the duke of Mediza Ca, with a commition to ſu- 
perſede Alva in his gevernment; but this governor 
had no mind to relinquiſh his power in jo critical a 
time, and perſiſted ſo long in his refaſal, chat Niedi- 
da Cœli at laſt yielded and returned home. 


Ox the other hand, Lumey ſhewed his anpoint- 

ent by the prince to the ſtates, who immediately 
promiſed to ratity the commiſſion, and acknowledge 
him as lieatenart under the prince. 


RoTTERDAM and Verden ſurrendered to Lumey at 
Erit ſummons; but he miicarried at Anterdam. His 
conduct was blame d on this occaſion. 


By theſe rapid conqueſts, the prince's adherents 
were greatly multiplied ; but money, be Guckle of ine 
armour, as he Called it, was wanting. 


He had, with his new raiſed forces, laid hold of a 
number of places in Brabant; but for want of the 
buckle. he Was again obliged to diſiniſs his traohs. 


AT one particular time he was in great danger, his 
camp being tarprized during a dark night. "The 
Spaniards penetrated to his very tent. A dog 1 
always lay by him waked him by ſcratching Eis fac 
and the Catliff of Breda was killed by his fide. 


Alvan convinced how jealous the Netherlands 
vere ot their rights, abrogated the ſen Per Cents. nop- 
jag to deceive "them by this act f condeſcenſion; 
but he was miſtaken, they too plain faw the lion 
under the ſoxes ſkin, : | 

MALIN=®2, 
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Malixrs, abandoned by Orange, experienced the 
rage of the enemy. The city was furprized on the 
G1 o Caober, plundered, the males murdered, wo- 
men, virgins, and among them the very nuns were v1- 
Clated hy theſe good Catholics, | 


AT Dee/purg the garriſon was put to the ſword, and 
a number of treemen were hanged. 


ZUTPRER, beſieged by Don Frederick, natural ſon 
of Alva, made a manly defence; but ſome ſoldiers 
anc} frecmen having fled through intimidation at ſome 
differ tions, the Spaniards became maſters of the city. 
]he place was ſacked, ſome freemen and ſoldiers 
were hung by the legs, others were tied to women 
and drowned in the 27! : When barbarity had taken 
its fill, the city was burnt, 


Tur terror of theſe proceedings cauſed Varden- 
ber evacuate all che conquered towns, and retire 
to 7:2 alia. The earl of Schonwenturg, who com- 
manded ig Yriefard, followed his example, and the 
where of that province again declared for Spain. 


N > ARDEN was, on the zoth of November, inveſt- 
ed by theſe blood. hounds, and affrighted by ſo many 
inſtances of barbarity, exerciſed on thoſe who offered 
to cefend themſelves, capitulated on the next day 

weht refiſtange, only ſ{ipulating that their lives 
and effet ſhould remain untouched ; but when the 
freemer, were aſſembled at the ſtate-houſe, to tender 
the oath of fidelity to the king, they were murdered 


to a man. After this horrid action the enemy diſperſed * 


Gyer die town, ſparing neither age, youth, ſex nor 
conditio. 


1 


condition. After violating the women, they tore the 
fruit out of the womb of a ſe who were pregnant z 
and when every ſenſible being was brought to an end, 
they began to vent their rage on the inſenſi 

Gates, walls, towers, &c. were thrown into = 
ditches. The city was razed to the ground aid te- 


duced to aſhes, 


Tur North-Hollandiſh ſhips of war, at an anchor 


in the Zuiderzee, were, in December, ſurprized by a 
ſudden and ſevere froſt, ſo that they could not vepart 
any where, The enemy had already advanced be- 
yond Naarden, with an intention to make themſelves 
maſters of this fleet; and the ſeamen had determined 
to heave the cannon over-board and abaadon the veſ- 
ſels: But Providence cauſed a ſtrong north-weſt vd 
to blow, which rent the ice, and made an openit g for 
the ſhips to go to Enkbuyzey, The water roie ſo 
much beyond its ordinary height, that althong! the 
ſhips drew twice as much water than what is Wally 
found at this place, yet they got ſafe into the city, 
and the opening in the ice was again ſhur, 


FRIDRICk, whoſe hands were yet reeking with 
ak from Naarden, inveſted Haarlem on the 11th of 
ecember of this year. This city made a biave re- 


ſiſtance, but ſuffered amazingly. 


1573, The Spaniards made many furious attacks 


on the city, and the winter proving a very tevere one, 
they ſuffered much. The citizens, on their parts, 
did not a little add to the diſtreſs of the beſiegers by 
ſundry deſperate ſallies; one eſpecially which hap- 


pened on the 25th of March, when this Came out to 
the 
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the amount of about one thouſand, and marching 
right up to the muzzle of a tremendous artillery, 
they carried it and put the befiegers to flight, demo- 
liching ſome of their entrenchments, and burning a- 
bove tree hundred huts and tents. The beſieged loſt 
only four men, and returned with great booty. The 


beſiegets, on cheir paits, luſt upwards of eight hun- 
drod men. 


Ang although the city made ſuch an heroic def-rce, 
ye ch. y were at length, through want of proviſions, 
reduced to the laſt extremity, inſomuch, that hides of 
oxcn and horſes, nay even tanned jcather were boiled 
for ſubſiſtance, and people dicd in heaps through ve- 
ry hunger. Of this diſtreſs they acquainted the 
prince by carrier pigeons. He diſpatched the baron 
of Batenburg with tour thouſand foot and ſix hundred 
horſe to relieve the town; but this project being laid 
open to the Spaniards, they received the relievers ſo 
roughly, that after a brave reſifiance they were o- 
bliged to flee, loſing on the field and in their flight a- 
bout ſeven hundred men, among whom was Paten. 
burg himlelf. 


THe beſieged ſeeing their hopes thus fruſtrateq, 
wok the de ſperate reſolution of abandoning their 
wives and children, and to open themſelves a way 
through the ehemy; but the women diſcovering this, 
hurried with their children to the gates, and with 
great lamentations and intreaties, prevatied on their 
huibards to ſtay. It was afterwards revived to take 
their families with them, and to attempt an tcſcape; 
but the Spaniards having gained intelligence ol this 
de fg, it was fruſtrated, 
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Even v expedient being tried in vain, the city, af- 
ter a ſiege of ſeven months, was reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity of ſurrendering at diſcretion, which they did on 
the 14th of July. 


Tur general contented himſelf with the ſum of 
two hundred and forty thouſand * Guldens, to fave 
the city from pillage, This ſum was paid at three 
different terms; yet the agreement was not kept fo 
lacred, but ſame of the citizens houſes were plunder- 
ed, and above two thouſand ſoldiers with their offt- 
cers were murdered. Thoſe who confeſſed as Ro- 
man Catholics were beheaded ; the others were oblig- 
ed to ſubmit to the halter or drowning z the poor 
fick folders in the hoſpital were not ſpared. but were 
decapitated on the ſquare before that houſe : Some 
others who were in garriſon ina redoubt without the 
city, were ſtarved to death, under pretence that they 
were not comprehended in the agreement, The 
number of thoſe who d:cd in the city through hun- 
ger, diſcaſe and fatigue, amounted to about ſeven 
thouſand, and the expences, including the damage oc- 
caſioned by fire and otherways, were computed at one 
million two hundred and eighty-three thouſand 
+ Guldens ; an enormous ſum at a time when {pecie 
was fo very rare. 


Tur beſiegers, on their fide, loſt five thouſand 
men, among which number were many perſons.of 
note, and fundry principal officers. 


Tris ſeries of worſe than barbarian cruelty, had a 
very different effect from what the Spaniards intend- 
ed, 
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ed, for they apprehended that ſuch proceedings Would 
fill every town with terror, Whereas it cauſed them 
to take the heroic reſolution of defending themfelves 
to the lait extremity, rather than to ſubmit to the 
Spaniſh yoke z the affections of the Romaniſts, the 
clergy and others who held the Spaniſh opinions, 
were changed into rank hatred, for they now perceiv- 
ed plainly that their faith conſiſted in continual 
breaches of treaties and promiſes; that their tender 
mercies were cruclties, and that the Romaniſts as well 
as the Proteſtants were the common object of their 
thirſt for rapine and murder. 


Arvz ſent a fleet of fifty-ſix ſhips to relieve Mid- 
delburg, which was yet beſieged by the fleet of the 
commonwealth ; but the Vliſtingers attacked and 
beat them, took fix and burnt one. Rammekens and 


Ceertruydenberg ſurrendered to the prince. 


Bur the loſs of Haarlem put North. Holland in great 
danger. Almoſt every hope was loſt, and nothing 
was thought of but ſaving expedients, and a place of 
retreat; for there was a great ſcarcity of every neceſ- 
fary to carry on the war, But to the great good 
foituge of our country, the Spaniards began to mu- 
tiny, and their inſurrection laſted for [ix weeks; by 
this means Amaar, and other places obtained time to 
tortify themſelves. 


Ir is very remarkable, that the enemy, aſter a ſeries 
of ſucceis, frequently became ſeditious, by which 
a ſton was put to their carceer, and the dejected minds 
vi the Netherlanders were much animated, 


Wael: 
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Wullr the tumult at Haarlem laſted, ten or twelve 
Spaniards came to the Prince of Orange, dreſſed like 
merchants, profeſſing that thev pitied his circum- 
ſtances, and offering to put Haarlem into his hands 
for forty thouſand * Guldens; but Orauge having 
no means to collect ſuch a ſum, he was obliged to 
wave the offer. The ſcarcity of coin was fo great, 
that at the Hague the bells were ſold to raiſe a ſum 
of fifteen hundred + Guldens, which ſum was lent 
to the ſtates, and in conſideration of their inability to 
8 it, the town afterwards made them a gift of the 

ebt. 


THe inſurrection at Haarlem being quelled, Don 
Frederick, on the 20th or 21ſt of Auguſt inveſted 
Alkmaar. The terrified inhabitants attempted to a- 
bandon the town, but ſeeing themſelves environed, 
their fears became deſpair, The enemy made moſt 
furious aſſaults, but the beſieged defended themſelves 
moſt valiantly ; in one attack which raged for three 
hours, they did wonders ; the women and boys car- 
ried boiling lime-water, melted lead, burning poles 
which were covered with pitched or tarred tow and 
hemp, with theſe joined to a ſhower of langriih, 
grane-ſhot and ſtones, they ſaluted the afi3:iants fo 
warmly, that they weie glad to retire. Two more 
remarkable ſtorms ended with the like ſucceſs. 


In . proceſs cf time, the Nuices of the Crabdam, 
Aariſwoude and the Zyp were opened ; by this means, 
and a long heavy rain, Doa Frederick ioo!: faw the 
greater part of his camp under water, and beca ne 

1 apprehenſive 
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apprehenfive of a general inundation, whereby bis 
people would be in danger of drowning; to prevent 
which, he was obliged, on the 8th cf October, to 
ra-ſe the ſiege. The citizens thus enlarged, made a 
valorous and ſucceſsful attack on the rear-guard of 
the Spaniards, where they made conſiderable ſlaugh- 
ter. 


Turs ſucceſs was followed by the total overthrow 
of the Spaniſh fleet on the Zuyderzce, on the 11th of 
October. The admiral Beſſu was taken in his ſhip 
called the Inquifiion, together with five or ſix other 
ſhips, and one more was ſunk and all her hands pe- 
riſned. 


Alva ſeeing the deſpair of the Netherlanders, en- 
deavoured to make them lay down their arms, by 
profering an act of grace; but the king's clemency 
was tco well known to be truſted : Yet they offered 
to ſuhmit, on condition that they ſhould have free- 
dom of conſcience, retain their ancient rights aud 
privileges, and that the foreign troops ſnould with- 
draw: But this was rejected. 


Tur duke now perceiving, that neither violence 
nor flattery could prevail on the Netherlanders to 
lunject themſelves, and that by his fleecing and bru- 
tality he had embroiled matters ſo much, that there 
was no remedy left to amend the government; but 
on the contrary, he hecame more and more entangle 
in a very dangerous war: He firſt endeavoured to 
have his natural fon Don Frederick of Toledo, ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him in the Hievtenancy during his 
ewn abſence, but &nving that the gencral hatred of 


the 
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the nation was, if poſſible, ſtill bitterer againſt this 
young chief than againſt himſelf, he declined this pur- 
ſui: ; and under pretence that his advanced age and 
infirmities would not allow him to continue any lon- 
ger in the government, he ſolicited leave to return 
home, which the king finally granted him. 


In his room was appointed Don Louis de Re- 
quefent, principal commander of Caſtile, and governor 
of Milan, a man whom the king judged to be capa- 
ble of redrefling the affairs of the Nejherlands by his 
prudence; and really, if Alva was a ravenous ty- 
ger, his ſucceſſor made his appearance in a fox caſe, 
trying to bring about by his cunning that wich the 
former had failed of doing by his cruelty. 


Dow Louis left Italy with a very few troops, and 


was received very pompoully at Braſſels on the 17th 
of November. 


Ox the 1ſt of December the duke put Don Louis 
in poſſeſſion of the government, after having ruled 
this country with a very heavy rod of iron during the 
ſpace of fix years, three months and eight days. 


O the next day, he ſet out on his journey for 
Spain, accompanied by his ſon Don Frederick, and 
five companies of horſe. When he ar ived on the 
frontiers of Germany, he lodged one night with earl 
Louis of Koningfteyn, to whom he boaſted as of a me- 
ritorious action, that during his reſidence in the Ne- 
therlands, he had cauſed eighteen thouſand fix hundred 
people to be put to death by the hands of executi- 
ones, eicher on account of religion or i=dition. 

Drurixg 
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Den two this year, Middelburg remained inveſted by 
the 7-:>landers. The city ſuffered much. Nor had 
the boßegers a much greater plenty, but were obli- 
ged to ſhift with berring and water, or ſmall- beer: 
ſometimes they would come on ſhore and 123 


two or three loaves among the richeſt of their friends; 
ac other times they would purchaſe ſome meat, and 
when caſh failed ſome ſhips were detached on a cruize, 
where they took all they met, giving promiſſory notes, 
that the ſtates would recompence the damage, which 
was aſterwards in a great meaſure complied with, 


Bur the enormous expence almoſt ſtaggered their 
reſolution of perſiſting in the ſiege, it was agreed to 
quit the enterprize unleſs aſſiſtance arrived on a cer- 
tan day. Peter de Ryke was ſent to ſolieit that aſ- 
ſiſtauce, with orders to promiſe, that the ſiege ſhould 
be continued until he returned to make his report ; 
but Haarlem being at that time beſieged, no help 
couid be afforded, and Orange diſmifled Ryke with 
the following words: © God will work ſcmething for us 


in due time.” And fo it happened; for a large ſhip 


loaded with wheat falling into the hands of the be- 
ſiegers, they were thereby enabled to perſevere in the 
ſiege. 


Tux money raiſed by the ſale of this prize being 
expended, want once more prevailed ; but plenty 
was again reiiored in an amazing manner. A ſhip 
loaded with Muſcadel wine, bound to London, already 
anchored in Margate Read, but was by a violent gale 
parted from her cables, and drove directly to YViifm- 


gen, where 't was taken, and the cargo condemned 
for 
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for the benefit of the blockaders of Middelburg, to 
whom the neat proceeds (amounting to thirty thou- 
ſand * Guldens) were paid. 


Tuus both parties were encouraged in perſiſting, 
one in the fiege, and the other in the defence of this 
town ; the firſt being flattered by hopes of becoming 
maſters, and the ſecond by the expectation of relief. 
They both underwent aſtoniſhing hardſhips. 


Brok the end of the year, the aſſailants under- 
went another very ſevere trial. Penury had become 
ſo prevalent, that the guardſhips continued four days 
without proviſions, and extreme want obliged them 
to quit their poſts; at this critical time ſix thouſand 
loaves of bread arrived from Zirickzee, which proved 
a ſeaſonable, though only a temporary alleviation. 


1874. In January the enemy made a ſecond at- 
temp: to raile the blockade of this very diſtreſſed 
town, for which end a fleet of thirty large ſhips, and 
ſome ſmacks were deſtined to the place, where they 
arrived the ſame month ; the prince was now arriv- 
ed at Vliſſinge, to deliver his orders in perſon ; on the 
arrival of this fleet, he foreſaw that if they made the 
attack in one body, the beſiegers would not be able 
to reſiſt*the ſhock ; being retired to his uſual devotions, 
he prayed to Gop for his particular aſſiſtance on the 
prefent urgent occaſion, and immediately after walk- 
ed towards the head of the harbour to ſatisfy his 
anxious mind, when the firſt object that preſented 
itſelf to his eyes, was the Spaniſh fleet, preparing to 
attack in two diviſions, at which grateful fight, he 

| fell 


* 12500 dollars, 


„„ 
fell on his knees and exclaimed, © praiſe be to the Lord 
«< 4who has ſtruck our enemies with blindneſs.” The event 
ſhewed that h- was not miitaken; the admiuazi of 
Zeeland, Boiſot attacked and made ſhort work of the 
firtt diviſi on, after which the remaining ſquadron be- 
came his caſy piey : The admiral and vice admiral 
of the Spania ds were taken: The firſt diviſion of ſhips 
were chiefly ſunk, and of the ſecund nine or ten of 
the b-it were taken. The rage of the Zeelanders ran 
ſo high, chat all the priſoners they took were thrown 
overbua;d, in reraliation for the like treatment prac- 


tiled by the Spainards, on ſume captives that had 
fallen into their hands, on former occaſions. 


On the 14th of February, the Zeelanders were 
once more reduced to the laſt diſtreſs ; no expedient 
remained. and they were about to quit the blockade, 
when a letter wrote to Don Louis by the command- 
er within, was intercepted by the prince. Among 
other particulars in it was mentioned, that they could 
not hold the town any longer than eight days from 
the date, On the receipt of this intelligence, thoſe of 

ViHAnge, aſſiſted the prince with fourteen thoufand 
guldens, on condition, that after the reduction of Mid- 
delburg, be double of that ſum ſpould be repaid for it. 
A ſtriking inſtance, in my opinion, that public virtue 


ran not much higher two hundred years ago than it 
docs at preſent. 


Tur town of Middelburg, together with Armuyden, 
ſurrenciered on the 22d ct Hebruary, exactly at the 
expiration of the eight days mentioned in the inter- 
cepted letter. 

Tus 
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Tur merchandize that fell into the hands of the 
captors neated five tons of gold “. 


EARLY this year, the new governor began to think 
of means how to redreſs matters; the firſt expedient 
he thought of to effect this, was he reduction of Ley- 
den, which was firſt attempted by a blockade; to 
break up which, two brothers of the Prince, Lovis 
and Henry of Naſſau, marched towards the place with 
a conſiderable army ; the Spaniards quitted their 
camp, and met this force at a place called the Mker- 
heath, where a bloody action enſued, and the army of 
the Commonwealth was totally defeated, with the 
loſs (according to the Spanith accounts) of five hun- 
dred horſe and two thouſand foot, among which 
Chriſtopher, ſon of the Count Palatine, and the two 
earls, Louis and Henry, were found on the field of battle. 


Tur news of this overthrow filled the country 
with terror; but the ſpirit of diſſention again went 
forth in the Spaniſh army : They entered the city of 
Antwerpe in a tumultuous manner, elected het ker, 
a chief, and ſeized rhe town. One of the Spaniſh 
faction attempted in the market place to harangue 
them into reaſon, but they aſked him if he h1d money 
for them ? they wanted none of his fine ſpeeches ; and 
when he continued his eloquence, they raiſcd ſuch a 
din by their drums and their vociferations, that the 
ſound of the voice of this good orator was catirely 
drowned, and he obliged to deſiſt ; the money of 


the inhabitants had more effect on their minds, and 


four tons of gold + ſtilled their clamours. 
DoxN 


* 208333 1»third dollars. + 166666 2+thirds dollars. 
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Dow Louis, to ingratiate himſelf with the Nether- 
landers, cauſed the brazen image of Alva to be taken 
away. This image has been deſcribed before, and 
was a piece of unreaſonable arrogance which hurt 
the feelings of all mankind, Some writers alert that 
it was removed by the king's orcer, 


A Bou one o'clock in the morning of the 26th of 
May, the city of Leyden was a ſecond time inveſted by 
an army of eight thouſand veterans, under command 
of Francis Baldez, an experienced general; the town 
was ill ſupplied with neceſſaries, and the whole gar- 
riſon conſiſted of ſome volunteers, and five compa- 
nies of draughts from the town militia, under com- 
mand of Diderick Bronkhorſt , all the aſſiſtance they 
obtained from the prince were letters, wherein he ex- 
horted the citizens to unity, patience, and frugality, 
as the only means to ſave a place, the preſervation or 
loſs of which would decide the fate of all Holland; at 
the ſame time repreſenting to them, . what a glorious 
name they would acquire by cbtaining ſo great a be- 
nt fit to their country. 


THe place had been inveſted about a month, when 
the citizens cenſidering that the uncertaiaty of relief 
might protraſt the ficge to a great length of time, 
proceeded to regulate the diſtribution of the remain- 
ing proviſions. On examination, there were found 
in the city fourteen tuſand eaters, and for their ſub- 
ſiſtence remained onc hundred and ten latis * of wheat; 
where fore an allowance was ſtated of halt a pound of 
bread per diem to each perſon, but on account of ſome 
murmuring. 
Equal to 8910 buſhels, | 
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murmuring, thoſe who had the guard, were allowed 
one whole pound, this order notwithſtanding, the 


grain was Chicfly conſumed in two months time, and 


people began to ſupply the want of bread with car- 
rots, cabbage and other vegetables. At the begin- 
ning of the ſiege there were ninety-two horſes and 
one thouſand horned cattle, belonging to the city 
theſe were kept at paſture under the protection of 
the heavy artillery on the ramparts, and were taught 
to run homewards at the ſound of a certain bell that 
was rung to call them, When the proviſions began 
to leſſen, the horſes were ſtabled in order to lengthen 
out the paſture for the milch cows; at laſt they be- 
gan to kill the cows ; the beſicged wrote to the prince 
10 acquaint him of their diſtreſs, and although the 
{luices all around were opened, and the dikes pierced, 
yet the wind prevented the increaſe of water, and 
conſequently the arrival of aſſiſtance. Meanwhile, 
every day increaſed the diſtreis of the beſieged, who 
were now viſited by all the greateſt of evils, to wit, 
war, ſedition, hunger and the plague ; the wretched 
inhabitants had not taſted any bread during feven 
weeks. people of faſhion ate horſe fleſh as a dainty, 
dogs and cats were rated as vtniſon by the midling 
iort; rats and the leaves of pear trees were converted 
into ſavory diſhes by the lower ranks; the leaves of 
the vine were boiled with ſta ch and ſalt to ſupply 
the place of bread : But this bad nutrimgnt cauſed 
the plague, and other epidemic diſtempers co become 
io rife, that in a ſhort time above fix thouſand people 
were torn away by them; the living had hardly 
ſtrength left to bury ne dead: In ſhort, I am tired 
to 
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to relate any more of the diſtreJes of this miferably 
harraſſed city. 


Wulst the beſieged were thus ſtruggling with 
death, the generals of the prince's army were ſchem- 


ing which way to advance towards the town; whilſt = 


on the other hand, the enemy apprized of the calami- 

ties within, were ſo ſwellcd in their expectations, that 

they boaſted, it would be leſs difficult to reach the ſtars 

yo the ſky, than to ſave the town from falling into their 
ands. 


Fix pix, however, that arms, hunger, and every 
other forcible means, were of no account to ſubdue 
theſe firm citizens, the enemy began to tamper with 
fair promiſes; but the anſwer to their fair propoſals 
was only as follows: 


 FisTUALA dulce canit, volucrum dum decipit auceps. 
1. e. 
Tux whiſtle ſounds ſweetly, while the bird-catcher 
deceives the feathered race : or, 
The ſound of the call is ſweet, while it deceives the 
teathered race. 


Tur called from the ramparts to the Spaniards, 
That they were determined to eat their left arms, defend ihe 
place with their right, and in the laſt extremity fire the 
town and fight unto death, choofing thus to die, rather than 
ſubmit to their intolerable tyranny over ſou! and body. 


Tur women entreated the men not to ſurrender, 
For that they rather choſe to die of hunger in their houſes, 
than to be yielded to the mercy of theſe cruel people: The 
precedents of Zutphen, Naarden and Haarlem, were 

yet too freſh in their memory. 
SOME 


1 
Sou Roman Catholic freemen intreated the ma- 
giſtrates to ſurrender, but in vain. Finally, ſome 
came to Vanderwerf, the preſiding burgomaſter, re- 


monſtrating the miſerable ſituation of the town, and 
pray ing him to obtain terms from the enemy. 


Bur this faithful champion of liberty and religion, 
anſwered, That he had taken an oath, which he meant to 
keep ; if bis death could deliver them, it was equal to him 
whether he died by the hand of the enemy, or of them ; be 
knew be muſt die, and they were welcome to cut up his bo- 
dy, and divide it amongſt them ; bat of the ſurrender of 
the town, he would hear nothing. With theſe words he 
drew his ſword, and preſented the hilt to the famiſh- 
ed freemen, who retired through very ſhame after 
ſceing ſuch firmneſs, 


AT laſt the danger roſe to its height, to relieve the 


town there was no other means but an inundation, 
yet at the ſame time this was attended with much dif- 
ficulty; to make a trial the dikes of the Maas and 
Tſſel were pierced, but the water roſe only nine in- 
ches, whereas the flat bottomed boats intended to 
carry the relief, drew from fifteen to eighteen inches ; 
on this occaſion the Almighty afforded a ſignal in- 
ſtance of his aſſiſtance, by cauſing a ſtrong north- 
weſt wind to blow, which ſwelled the water over the 
ſhalloweſt places to eighteen inches, and in ſome pla- 
ces to twenty eight ; this wind was contrary to the 
fzet, but no ſooner was the water roſe to a ſufficient 
height, the wind ſhifted to ſouth-weſt, which was the 
very wind they wanted to carry the veſſels to town, 
gor did the army looſe the opportunity; but 6 
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night between the 1ſt and 2d of October, eaperly 
ſcizing it, they ſoon arrived at the place; the enemy 
retrenched in ſixty three redoubts, ſeeing themſelves 
thus ſuddenly attacked by two ſuch powerful adver- 
ſaries, (the water and a formidable fleet and army) 
quitted their camp with precipitation ; this flight 
was haſtened by the noiſe of the fall of twenty ſix 
rods of the ramparts, which made the enemy think 
that the citizens were ſally ing forth to attack their 
rear; had they known the truth, it was the very 
te ans to have admitted them into town. 


Iwo nights before this, the enemy intended a ge- 
neral aſſault; but it is ſaid that the general was di- 
verted from his defign by a lady. | 


Trty fled in ſuch a hurry that they left behind 
them all their artillery and baggage, and on Sunday 
morning the 3d of October, the fleet and army enter- 
ed the city, under a continual call of, Leyden ! Leyden ! 
zs delivered, bleſſed be God for ever] wherewith the air 
reſounded: but even this propitious moment proved 
fatal to numbers of the poor ſtarved inhabitants, who 
ran by large troops to the ſhips, moſt of them leaped 
up to the neck in water to receive the bread, chetſe, 
herring, and other meats, which the ſailors threw to 
thoſe poor famiſhed wretches, many of whom died 
with the meat in their mouths. 


Tux churches were ſoon crowded to render praiſe 
to the Almighty for ſo aſtoniſhing adeliverance, which 
thankſgiving it pleaſed the Lord next day to anſwer 
by a itrong ſouth eaſterly gale, which cleared the land 


of the inundation, and the waters being afterwards 
| drove 


os 


drove into the ocean by a heavy north-eaſt ſtorm, 
which laſted three or four days. 


Tnvs Leyden, which was inveſted by near ten 
thouſand men, was through the merciful providence 
of Gop delivered from its danger, by leſs than one 
quarter of that number of its trieads, of whom the 
loſs did not amount to forty ; whereas that of the 
Spaniards exceeded a thouſand. 


Tux citizens were by the nobles and cities, offered 
their choice of an exemption from taxes for ſome 
years, or the eſtabliſhment of an univerſity, which 
laſt they preferred, in conſequence whereof charters 
were granted, and the preſeat flouriſhing academy 
eſtabliſhed on the 8th of February 1575. 


Tur Spaniards arrived at the Hague, begun again 
to mutiny, on account of the miſconduct of Baldez 
and their bad pay, the inſurgents elected a chief, 
who wrote to Don Louis in very haughty terms, that 
in caſe of non-payment they would quit Holland to 
ſeck their pay. They were as good as their words, 
plundered the open country, and to the amount 
of fix or ſeven thouſand, went to the gates of Haar- 
dem, where the garriſon denied them admittance ; from 
thence to Amſterdam, where they met the ſame for- 
tune; they then proceeded to Utregt, which they 
meant to ſurprize, by the connivance of the garriſon, 
but the inhabitants repulſed them; and after having 
ran through Brabant to Maaftricht, they were at laſt 
paciſied by the fair promiſes of Don Juan Oſorio de 
(]/'oa, whom Don Louis had ſent for that purpoſe. 
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Tur governor admitted of the excuſes which Bal- 
diz ad lent in, io juif bis conduct before Leyden, 


Tut army of the ſtates made a fruitleſs attempt to 
ſarprize Aztwerp , but they were, however, quit 
with the iuls of only four of the conſpirators within. 


MoxTDRAGON was ſent to Nertb- Holland with 
mec thoufand German troops, who were obliged 
1 7-tire with the Iofs of two thouſand men. 


nr Spaniſh fleet anchored at Lillo, ard lying 


dy to proceed to ſez, were attacked Ly the Zee- 

;cers on the oth May, and drove off with great 
g; an epidemical diltemper ioon after attacked 
em, which deprived them of many men, and among 
tae reſt of their admiral, Menendez. 


1575. THROUGH the influence of the emperor Max- 
imilian, about the beginning of March this year, a 
treaty was ſet on foot at Breda, but it came to nothing. 
Requeſcas promiſed to ſend way the Spaniards, and to grant 
a general amneſiy; but dcinanded, that the people ſhould 
diſarm, and that all military ſi ares ſrould be delivered up; 
that the Romiſb religion ſboulil be eſtabliſbed, and that who- 
ſeever refuſed to conform 10 it, ſbculd ſell bis effects and 
guil the country. The demand of the ſtates was dia- 
metrically oppoſite to chis, and conſiſted in a requiſi- 
tion, That their ancient privileges ſhould be rejtered , that 
the Spaniards and Feſuiis jnou'd depart ;, that the citadets 
ſhould be razed ; the viſpepricks ſhould be annullad; liber- 
ty of conſcience ſhou'd s allowed, and thai ihe prince of 
Orange ſhould be indemmifed of the c:mages be ſuffered in 
bis laſt expedition, 


'T rizsr 
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Tutsx negociations becoming fiuitleſs, the though ta 
of government were occupied by conſiderations 
where to ſeek aſſiſtancg; but opinions varied, an in- 

corporation with the empire was the view of ſome, 
while others propoſed to implore German aſſiſtance, 
and a third, among whom the prince was one, ju 'ged 
It neceſſary to aſk help from France; but although 
no agreement could be made on this point, yet to car- 
ry on matters on 4 regular footing, the prince was, 


| a reſolution of the nobles and towns of Holland, 


on the 11th of July, appointed dictator, 


A RUMOUR was ſpread, that ſome evil- minded peo- 
ple intended to burn a few of the North Hollandiſh 
villages, general Sonoy was ſent ro enquire into the 
matter, and for that purpoſe appointed a court to take 
cognizance of theſe matters; which court, by their 
cruel and arbitrary proceedings, put a great ſtain on 
the name of Holland, and hurt its cauſe much. 


ABouT this time Orange was warned by the de- 
puties of the ſtates, that a deſign was on foot againſt 
his life; but that prince put ſuch confidence in his 
own correſpondence, that he did not much regard any 
intelligence from another quarter. 


Every hope of accommodation now being at an 
end, Requeſens made great efforts to ſubject Tlolland 
and Zeeland; and indeed the Spaniards for ſometime 
met with ſome ſucceſs. Buren was taken, and accord- 
ing to cuſtom, plundered. Oudewaier was taken by 
ſtorm, and, except the church and convent, and a few 
houles, burnt : Much murder and outrage was com- 
mitted ; among others, the proteſtant parſon was ran- 

ſomed 
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ſomed for a conſiderable fem, vet he was no tooner 
without the town, but he was hung: The women 
and girls were fold here at three or ſur dollars a- 
Piece. 


SCHOOMTHOVEN was next taken, and here, for the 
firſt inſtance, the garriſon were allowed to depart with 
the honours of war, arms, ammunition and baggage. 


WokspEx was next inveſted ; but the enemy be- 
1863 neh incommoded by water, turned the ſiege , 
int 4 miocxade, and by means of feven redoubrs, W 
prevented all communication between the town and 
county, during the ipace of forty-ſix weeks. Scar- 
city of proviſions within was prevented by an uncom- 
mon and providential {upply of fiſh, eſpecially pike z 
nor could the Spaniards totally prevent the introduc- 
tion of neceſſaries. 


Tux Spaniards next undertook a bold and dange- 
rous expedition indeed: An army commanded by 
Vitelli, during the night between the 26th and 27th 
of September, ventured to ford the paſſages to the 
Hands of Duiveland and Scheuwen, in Zeeland. Great 
numbers periſhed in the water, and by the arms of the 
Zeelanders, who attacked them in boats; but the reſt 
zjat footing on Eaſt-Duiveland, where they took poſt 
in {ome redoubts, and proceeded to Scheuwen, where 
they over-run almoſt the whole iſland. The inhabi- 
tants of Brouwershaven, being Romaniſts, obliged the 
i mall garriſon of three hundred troops to evacuate 
the place to the Spaniards. Fyzart was ſurprized, and 
Bommene was taken by aſſault. Scarcely meaty of 

cither 
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eicher ſoldiers or inhabitants eſcaped here with their 
lives. Zirickzee was next beſieged, 


It this diſtreſs the ſtates ſent an embaſſy to queen 
Elizabeth, to implore her to pity the diſtreſſes of the 
Netherlands, and that ſhe would take tiem in her pro- 
tection ; at the ſame time aſſuring her, that they 
were ready to yield her the ſupreme direction of af- 
Fairs on certain conditions. 


4 Bur an envoy from Don Louis ſucceeded fo well 
with that queen, that ſhe could hardly be prevailed. 


upon to take part with the itates, nor to accept of 
their offer. | 

1576. In the beginning of this vear, an attempt 
was made to relieve Zirickzee ; but the affiir was be- 
trayed to the Spaniards, In this action a large ſhip 
was ſunk, and in it periſhed above three hundied 
men, amang which was Boiſot, as brave an admiral 
as ever the country produced. 


Is conſequence of this failure, the town was taken 
by capitulation on the Iſt of July. | 


Dow Louis, in the interim, had formed great pro- 


jects; but during the ſiege of this laſt place, a ſhore 


but violent illneſs, delivered this country bf fo able 
an enemy, on the 6th day of March. The ſudden- 
neſs of his demiſe prevented his appointing a ſucceſ- 
for ; whereupon the council of ſtate aſſumed the reins 
of government, and the king, by proviſo, on the 24th 
of March, confirmed chis council in their adminiſtra- 
tion, and they appointed earl Erreft of Manſſieid their 


commancer in chicf. 
| Soo 
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Soon after the taking of Zirickzee, the Spaniarda 
ſuffered another great loſs by the death of their gene- 
ral Vitelli, who had reduced that place. 


By the reduction of that town, Zeeland and North- 
Holland were deprived of their communication, and 
want of every thing prevailed. The ſtates were mor- 
tified and diſtreſſed by the refuſal of Elizabeth; yet 
by their repeated endeavours, that cunning princeſs 
began to fear that they would apply to France, and 
therefore at firſt adminiſtered ſome words of com- 
fort, afterwards allowed them to purchaſe cannon 
and ammunition, and to raiſe troops with their own 
money, as alſo to tranſport them out of her domini- 
ons; at length, ſhe promiſed to aſſiſt them with one 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling : But when the day 
of payment came, only twenty thouſand pounds were 
given, for which the ſtates were obliged to ſign the 
hard conditions of promiſe, to remain quietly under 
Philip's government, and not to attempt a change of 
religion, 


In this alarming time of diftreſs, Orange began to 
deſpair, and thinking that all hopes of relief were at 
an end, he propoſed, To aſſemble all the ſhipping poſſible, 
end to embark thereon, with all the families and effetts of 
thoſe who preferred liberiy to flavery; and after deſolating 
the country, by piercing all the dykes and dams, and by 
burning the water-mills and fluices, to proceed, in imitati- 
en of ſome former nations, in ſearch of a new ſettlement 
more propiticus to freedom. 


Bor during this tofling on the waves of a ſea of 
| EAares, 
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cares, a dawn of hope appeared, which reared the af. 
fairs of the confederates out of the duſt of diſtreſs. 


Tuts was another mutiny of the king's troops, 
who complained of the hardſhips they were expoſed 
to, and an arrear of pay for twenty-two months. 


Tux king was not only in want of money to ſatisfy 
this clamour, but alſo in want of credit; he was al- 
ready indebted to the Spaniſh and Genoeſe merchants 
in the ſum of fourteen millions and a half of du- 
cats *, 


No ſatis faction being made to the mutineers, they 
began by living at diſcretion. When the open coun- 
try yielded no more ſupplies, they decamped and 
moved toward Brabant. All the promiſes made them 
by the council of ſtate were fruitleſs. They ap- 
proached Bruſſels; but deſpairing of any attempt on 
that city, they changed their rout to Flanders, where 
they ſurprized Aalſt, and laid the country about it 
under contribution. 


Tux firſt good effect produced by this ſedition, 
was the breaking up of the blockade of Moerden, the 
troops employed in it being called off to be uſed a- 
gainſt the inſurgents, | 


ANOTHER glimmering of hope was, that the ſtates 
of Brabant, and their adherents, at this dangerous pe- 
riod, paſſed a reſolve, to agree with the prince, and 
to renew the aborted treaty of Breda. 5 

HE 


Thirty one million ſeven hundred and cighteen thouſanl Þ 
ven hundred and fifty dollars, | 
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Tux council of ſtate, on the 11th of October, 
granted paſſports to the plenipotentiaries of the prince, 
and the ſtates of Holland and Zeeland; and on the 19th, 
the negociations were renewed at Gent, and ſoon pro- 
cecded ſo far, that a truce was agreed on, to laſt till 
further regulations were made. By degrees moſt of 
tae other provinces joined the contederated ſtates. 


WHiLE this treaty was in agitation, Hulſt was plun- 
dered by the mutincers, and on the 2oth of October, 
they became maſters of Maaſtrigt, by connivance with 
its garriſon; and the place ſhared the common fate of 
fire and pillage, mixed with violation, murder and all 
the other horcois l attendant on ſuch 1 irregu- 
gular invaſions. 


HaAARLE u likewiſe met with a great mis fortune, 
ſome German ſoldiers of the garriſon, through im- 
prudence or ill-will, ſet fire to their guard- houle, 
which being ſpread by a violent N. W. wind, ruined 
above five hundred dwellings, and did a damage of 
more than four hundred thouſand * Guldens, 


Tux Spaniſh garriſon of Lier followed the exam- 
ple of their brethren, by becoming ſeditious and join- 
ing the diſaffected army. 


Ax TwRPE ſhared a worſe fate than any of the for- 
mer. The magiſtrates of this rich emporium, dread- 
ing to ſhare the fate of Maaſtrigt, took in ſome troops 
of the ſtates ; the garriſon of the citadel being ap- 
prized of this, began to fire on the city in a molt tre- 
meadous manner, thereby obli liging the troops in 

town 

* 166666 2 third dollers. 
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town to intrench themſelves. Meanwhile, the muti- 
neers from Maaſtrigt, Lier and Aalſt, arrived at the 
outer gate, and were admitted by their brethren of 
the citadel, who with this reinforcement attacked and 
carried the intrenchments of the city garriſon, hom 
they drove out of rown, and many by leaping over 
the works were drowned in the ditches, 


Tux ſtate troops being thus diflodged, the Spani- 
ards, to prevent the re- union vi their antagoniſts, jet 
fire to ſeveral houſes, whereby above five hundred of 
the moſt capital ſhops were burnt, a damage of at 
leaſt ſixty tons of gold“. Numbers of the inhabi- 
tants periſhed in the flames, or were cruſhed under 
the falling walls; the ſuperb council-houſe, the 
building of which had coſt above two hundred thou- 
ſand crowns was not ſpared : Thoſe who had taken 
ſhelcer there, were thrown and drove out of doors and 
windows: Here periſhed all the books and records 
of that auguſt and ancient city, 


Now again the horrors of murder and rapine raged 
uncontrouled ; none were ſpared from the hoary head 
of reverend age, to the helpleſs graſp of tender infan- 
cy ; weak women, bluſhing virgins and beardleſs 
youths, all underwent the brutality of this murderous 
crew : Of the ſtates troops and inhabitants, about 
two thouſand five hundred were found dead in the 
itreets and roads, about as many more were drowned, 
beſides thoſe that were conſumed by the conflagrati- 
on, and murdered on the next day in cool blood. 


— 
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Tur bloodthirſt of. thoſe birds of prey being fatis- 
fied, they began to pillage : Some citizens ranſomed 
their lives for great ſums ; people of faſhion, who. 
were not very rich, were ſuſpected of having conceal- 

ed their money, and whipped to make them diſcover 
it; many of theſe were hung, and others burnt. The 
plunder obtained here in ready money was valued at 
tour millions of dollars, beſides jewels, gold and an 
infinity of plate. 


Tas horrid irregularities accelerated the nego- 
ciations at Gent. The ſtates of Flanders, Artois, and 
other provinces, joined thoſe of Brabant, and reſolv- 
ed to oppoſe ſuch inordinate proceedings, and to 
drive the foreign troops out of the country. 


Taxy likewiſe acceded to the treaty with Holland 
and Zeeland, This treaty, which acquired the name 
of the pacification of Gent, conſiſted of twenty-ſix 
articles, of which the following was the principal 
contents. 


Al damages and irregularities Lappened by reaſon of the 
troubles, to be pardoned and buried in oblivion, The ſtates 
of Brabant, Flanders and Artois, on the part of the ct- 
ties and countries under the Spaniſh dominion ;, and the 
fates of Holland and Zeeland, with the prince of 
Orange, on the other part, engage to maintain in future, 
a firm and uninterrupted friendſhip and alliance; and mu- 
tually oblige themſelves to alſiſt each other, with counſel 
and adtion, againſt the enemies of this confederacy, more 
eſpecially to effeft the expulſion and prevent a return of the 
Spaniſh and other foreign troops. No perſon ſhall offer to 
rrritate another, either by words er actions, on account of 

rehigion, 


; 
7 
J 
f 
2 


BH - 


religion, on pain of being treated as a diſturber of the pub. 
lic peace ; the prince of Orange to remain admiral of the 
ſea, and governor of Holland, Zeeland, Bommel, and 
their dependencies, and to retain all bis former authority. 


Tris treaty was ſigned on the 8th of November, 
and on the ſame day the citadel of Gent, which was 
yet in poſſeſſion of a Spaniſh garriſon, was ſtormed. 
On the 11th the garriſon capitulated, on condition 
that they ſhould be allowed to depart unmoleſted. 


Nxxr Zirictzee, Oudewater, Beverwyck, Aſſenburg, 
and the fort of Sparendam, at Haarlem, were evacuated 
by the enemy, and taken poſſeſſion of by the troops 
of the ſtates ; and ſhortly after, Valenciennes and Cam- 
bray were ſecured for the confederacy, and the pro- 
vinces of Gelderland and Overyſſel quitted the Spaniſh 
party and acceded to the pacification of Gent. 


Bur before this event, the king bid appointed his 


natural brother Don Juan of ty: 2 to ſucceed Don 
Louis de Requeſens, in the government of the pro- 
vipces. The new governor arrived in cogniio at Lax- 
emburg, the day betore the ſack of Au7werpe. 


He had a twofold inſtruction, the one private, 
whereby he was directed, To uſe every means i unul 
the confederacy, and to re-eſtabliſy ihe king*s bt authority, 


Hrs public inſtructions were, That in order io con- 
tent the country, he ſhould diſmiſs all the Spaniſb and other 
foreign troops, and that be ſbould re-ejtabliſh all charters 
and privileges. 


Tusk laſt he communicated to the ſtates, and he 
ſiceceded fo well, that a party was formed, who 
would 


. 
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would have unconditionally agreed to his being re 
ceived as governor ; but the prince of Orange wrote 
to them on this head, and in his third letter, fo fully 
laid open the circumventive conduct of the court of 
Spain, that that party ſubſided. 


Ix conſequence of theſe remonſtrances ſrom Orange, 
the ſtates wrote to Don Juan on certain heads, among 

. . . . * — 
which were tequiſitions, that his highneſs ſhould ac— 
cede to the pacification of Gert, as that contained no- 
thing againſt the Romiſh religion, and that in con- 
formity to that treaty, he ſnould diſmiſs all the Spa- 
niſh and other foreign troops; that he ſhould call 
frequent convocations of the univerſal ſtates, in the 
ſame manner and form as was obſerved in the time of 
the emperor Charles V. and his predeceſſors, and that 
he ſhould adneie to their reſolves, concerning religi- 
on and the maintenance of the Romiſh faith; to the 


welfare of the Netherlands. 


Don Juan, in an inſidious manner, anſwered, that 
he accepted of the pacification at Gent, on condition 
that nothing ſhould be done againſt the Romiſh faith, 
nor the king's authority: He likewiſe agreed to the 
calling frequent aſſemblies of the ſtares, provided 
they would affure him, that nothing ſhould be at- 
tempted by them againft the aforeſaid faith and au- 
thority ; and with regara to the king's troops, he 
would diſmiſs them, on condition, that the ſtates like- 


wiſe ſhould diiband their army. 


MzaxwnHillz, he ſent his ſecretary to Autwerpe, to 
erſuade the Spaniſh commanders to a departure; 


but the ſame time cauſed ſome of his emiſſaries fly ly, 
te 
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do inſinuate to them, that they ought conſtantly to 
retule going, unleſs by fea; in this he had a view of 
ufing theſe troops in an attempt on England, to 
which kingdom he pretended a right, having vb- 
tained it as a fict from pope Gregory XIII. 


THE Spaniſh commanders oblerved their leſſon, 
and were clamorous for their departure by water ; 
hut the ſtates. conſtantly refuſed to agree to this. 
The Spanjards and their followers were ten thouſand 
ſtrong ; it would require three months to prepare 
ſhips : From whence were the charges to be paid ? 
Whencc lo many ſeamea to be obtained, who would 
agree to be thus at the Spaniſh mercy ? The more 
Don Juan inſiſted on this, the leſs could the ſtates be 
brought to reccive him as governor: [ hey inſiſted 
on the Spaniſh troops going by land betore they 
would acknowledge him as ſuch. Thus ended the 
year 13 76. 


1577. Tus ficſt of January, the people of Mayden 
agreed with the prince of Orange, and a few days at- 
ter, thoſe of Weeſp, and the pariſh of Meeſp did the 
ſame. On the gth, an aſſociation took place at Bruſ- 
fels, whereby that place acceded to the pacification of 
Gent, On the 22d, Haarlem capitulated to the 
priace; and, on the Lith of February, the Spaniſh 
garriſon in the citadel were obliged to ſurrender on 
condition of being conducted to Autwerpe. 


Tur emperor Rudolph ſent plenipotentiaries to 
accelerate and confirm the treaty between Don Juaa 
and the ſtates; but the firſt was not in earneſt ; Yer, 


after much cavilliag, by the mediation and diligence 
NI 0 
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of the emperor's ambaſſadors, a treaty was brought 
about, which was ſigned by Don Juan, by the council 
of ſtate, and the univerſal ſtates, (thoſe of Holland 
and Zeeland excepted) on Feb. 12th, and on the 15th 
the plenipotentiaries of the emperor likewiſe ſigned 
it; it was on the ſame day publiſhed in a ſolemn 
manner. 


Tris treaty obtained the name of the Perpetual E- 
dict, and conſiſted of nineteen articles; but theſe 
were worded in ſuch equivocal terms, that the ſtates 
of Holland and Zeeland, together with the prince of 
Orange, publiſhed a declaration, wherein 1t was made 
evident, that it was a ſnare to entrap the unwary, for 
that it might be conſtrued as directly contrary to the 
pacification of Cent. 


On the other hand, Schoonhoven agreed with the 
prince. Shortly after the garriſon of Groningen evacu- 
ated that city, to the no ſmall joy of its inhabitants; 
and that province with Yr:e/land, acceded to the pacifi- 
cation of Gent. 


AMSTERDAM refuſed to join the prince, and was 
on that account, by his orders, deprived of all com- 
munication by water and by land; yet the obſtinacy 
of the magiſtracy was ſo great, that they would not 
allow of any Proteſtant burial within their juriſdic- 
tlon. 


On the 7th of April, the Perpetual Edict was rati- 
fied at Madrid; and in conſequence thereof, the Spa- 
niards, Italians, and Burgundians, under command 
of earl Erneſt of Mansfield, began to break up on the 
26th of the ſame month, a 
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Ox the ſame day a great change took place at 
Utregt : The prince had ſeriouſly exhorted the ſtates 
of that province to return into the confederacy, 
promiſing to give them all manner of ſatisfaction, 
which was not contrary to the pacification of Gent. 
The citizens, encouraged by this, took to arms and 
diſlodged the garriſon, which had oppreſſed them for 
about ten years, utterly razed the caſtle of Vreeden- 


burg, near that city, and acceded to the pacification of 
Gent. 


Tuls exit of the foreign troops cauſed great joy 
among the Netherlanders : But that their return was 
ap xreheaded by many, appears from the following 
conceit, which was every where handed about. 


BoeTICA gens abiit : cur ploras Belgica ? dicam 
A quid in O non eft litera verſa, queror. 


Which may be thus rendered in Engliſh : 


Way cy, O Belgic tribes ! ſince now thy foes 
away are hurried ? 


We weep that B don't ſtand for H, to turn 
the word to buried, | 


THe event ſhewed that they were not miſtaken. 


On the firſt of May, Don Juan made a pompous 
entry ac Bruſſels, himſelf rode between the pope's 
nuncio and the biſhop of Liege, and was received un- 
der a general diſcharge of artillery and ſmall arms, 
amidit the acclamations of the populace, On the 4th, 
he delivered his commiſſion, and, in preſence of the 
nuncio and imperial ambaſſador, took the oaths which 


Were 
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were adminiſtered by the biſhop of Bois le Duc. Theſe 
imported, That he would maintain the Perpetual Edi, 
the paciſication of Gent, ihe inberties, privileges and cuſ- 
toms of the countries, cities and towns ;, without ever doing 
any thing contrary to the ſame, in any manner whatever, 
The ſtates reciprocally took the oaths to Don Juan. 


BuT that Don Juan was little bound by his oath, 
appeared very ſoon; for, on the 23d of the ſame 
month, he ordered the biſhops and inquiſitors to pu- 
niſh the heretics; he endeavoured to irritate the ſtates 
into a war againſt Orange, under pretence, that by 
the blockade of Amſterdam, that prince had broke the 
treaty; he likewiſe cauſed a certain perſon to be be- 
headed at Malines on account of religion ; and al- 
though he ſent the Spaniards out of the Netherlands, 
yet he ordered them not to proceed beyond Lomvardy. 
He left thiee German regiments in the cities, under 
pretence that they were not Paid. He likewiſe prey” 
ceeded to the levy oi more Germans. 


Bur an abſolute diſcovery of his real deſigns was 
obtained, by ſame intercepted letters, which he ſent 
to the King, and under pretence of complimenting 
the queen of Navarre at Namur, he ſeized on the ci- 
tadel there; this laſt was ſo contrary to the perpetual 
edict, that the ſtates ſent a deputation to repreſent to 
him how ill this affair would ſound abroad; but he 


diſmiſſed them with a harfh anſwer. 


Tux ſtates in conſequence hereof, ſeized on the ci- 
tadel of Antwerpe, the prince ſent ſome ſhips pom- 
pouſly ornamented up the river Schelde, which when 


the german garriſon got ſight of, they were ſo W 
e 
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ed that they quitted the city through every gate, cry« 
ing, ie beggars ! tte beggars] they come | 


In Auguit, Bergen 69 Lem joined the party of the 
ſtate, Steenbergen, Tertolen and Bois le Duc, were evacua- 
red by the German troops, and Breda was inveſted on 
the 4th of October: This town {urrendered to the 
prince by capitulation, to the great joy of its inha- 
bitants, who had long wiſhed tor their Lord +. The 
citizens of Autwerpe, and thoſe of Gent obtained leave 
from the ſtates to demoliſh their citadels, which work 
was performed with vaſt eagerneſs. The governors 
of the cities nobles, citizens, men, women, young 
and old; all aſſiſted, and the forts to perfectly razed, 
that not a ſtone was left on the o her: The block- 
houſes of Lifte, Valerciennes, and other places ſhared the 
fame fate. 


Dox Juan continued to levy troops, and even pro- 
ceeded to the recal of the Spaniards ; whereupon the 
univerſal ſtates ſent a depuration to the prince, pray» 
ing him to come to Brabant, in conſequence of which 
he, accompanied by his lady, his brother earl John of 
Naſſau, with their uſual retinue, arrived at Ant- 
werpe on the 18th, and at Breſſcis on the 23d of Sept. 
after an abſence of eleven yea!:s. 


Pow Juan was much nettled at this entry of Orange, 
into Brabant, which was not at all diminiſhed by the 
people of that province reviving the obſolete office 
of Ruwart, 4% Ruſtwaard, Cuſtos pacis, Guardian or 
keeper of the peace of that province, and unani- 

mouſly 
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were adminiſtered by the biſhop of Bois le Duc. Theſe 
imported, That he would maintain the Perpetual Edits. 
the paciſication of Gent, ihe iberties, privileges and cuſ- 
toms of the countries, cities and towns ;, without ever doing 
any thing contrary to the ſame, in any manner whatever. 
The ſtates reciprocally took the oaths to Don Juan. 


BuT that Don Juan was little bound by his oath, 
appeared very ſoon; for, on the 23d of the ſame 
month, he ordered the bithops and inquiſitors to pu- 
niſh the heretics; he endeavoured to irritate the ſtates 
into a war againſt Orange, under pretence, that by 
the blockade of Amſterdam. that prince had broke the 
treaty; he likewiſe cauſed a certain perſon to be be- 
headed at Malines on account of religion ; and al- 
though he ſent the Spaniards out of the Netherlands, 
yet he ordered them not to proceed beyond Lomvardy. 
He left thiee German regiments in the cities, under 
pretence that they were not paid, He likewiſe pro- 
ceeded to the levy oi more Germans. 


Bur an abſolute diſcovery of his real deſigns was 
obtained, by ſome intercepted letters, which he ſent 
to the King, and under pretence of complimenting 
the queen of Navarre at Namur, he ſeized on the ci- 
tadel there; this laſt was ſo contrary to the perpetual 
edict, that the ſtates ſent a deputation to repreſent to 
him how ill this affair would ſound abroad; but he 


diſmiſſed them with a harſh anſwer. 


THe ſtates in conſequence hereof, ſeized on the ci- 
tadel of Antwerpe, the prince ſent ſome ſhips pom- 
pouſly ornamented up the river Schelde, which when 


the german garriſon got fight of, they were {0 Os: 
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ed that they quitted the city through every gate, cry« 
ing, ie beggars ! tte beggars ! they come 


Is Auguſt, Bergen 69 Lem joined the party of the 
ſtate, Steenbergen, Tertolen and Bois le Duc, were evacua- 
ted by the German troops, and Breda was inveſted on 
the 4th of October: This town ſucrendered to the 
prince by capitulation, ta the great joy of its inha- 
bitants, who had long wiſhed for their Lord +. The 
citizens of Aulwerpe, and thoſe of Cent obtained leave 
from the ſtates to demoliſh their citadele, which work 
was performed with vaſt eagerneſs. The governors 
of the cities nobles, citizens, men, women, young 
and old; all aſſiſted, and the forts to perfectly razed, 
that not a ſtone was left on the o her : The block- 
houſes of IL Ne, V alerciennes, and other places ſhared the 
ſame fate. 


Dow Juan continued to levy trogps, and even pro- 
ceeded to the recal of the Spaniards; whereupon the 
univerſal ſtates ſent a depuration to the prince, pray- 
ing him to come to Brabant, in conſequence of which 
he, accompanied by his lady, his brother earl John of 
Naſſau, with their uſual retinue, arrived at Ant- 
wer pe on the 18th, and at Bruſſeis an the 23d of Sept. 
after an abſence of eleven ycais. 


Pow Juan was much nettled at this entry of Orange, 
into Brabant, which was not at all diminiſhed by the 
people of chat province reviving the obſolete office 
of Ruwart, 2% Ruſtwaard, Cuſtos pacis, Guardian or 
keeper of the peace of chat province, and ous: 

ouuy 


+ The prince of Ozance is baron of BR EDA. 
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mouſly conferred it on the prince; which promoti- 
on was confirmed by the univerſal ſtates. 


Tur populace of Brabant had prevailegl on their 
ſtates to raiſe troops, and beſiege Don Juan in Namur; 
but it was afterwards thought better to remain on 
the defenſive, and the governor excuſed the takin 
of that city, under pretence that he was obliged to it, 
to prevent a conſpiracy againſt his perion, 


By this tavourable ſituation of affairs, great ad- 
vantages might have been obtained; but a perverſe 
zeal for religion, and the jealouſy of the Netherlan- 
diſn nobles prevented it for the preſent. 


Tux principal nobility were vexed at the love and 
eſteem ſhewn to Orange, they caſt an evil eye on his ad- 
vancement, and privately offered the government to 
the archduke Matthias, ſome among the ſtates and 
cities rook this very ill, but Orange advited them 
to conform to the times, in conſeq .ence of which ad- 
vice Matthias was appointed governor, and Orange 
ſub-governor, difference of opinions in point of religi- 
on, cauſed great diſcord and miſtruſt. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING which, on the 7thof December. 


Don Juan, and all his adherents were proclaimed 


enemies of the country, and their lives and effects 
declared forfeited, 


1578. Matthias accepted of the government on 
any terms that were propoſed, and en the . 8th of 
January he went accomparied by Orange ; the earls 
John oi Naſſau and Schwartſeaburg, the envoy of the 
emperor and other grandees to Antwerpe, and from 

thence 


t 
Aa 


ol 


E 


thence to Bruſſe/s, where he made a magnificent entry, 
and on the 20 h he took the oaths to the chancellor 
of Braban, and then begged of Orange to accept the 
lieutenancy under him, who aſſented and took the 
oaths, 


Soo the general, who conducted the blockade 
of Amſterdam, was ordered to encloſe that city in the 
ſtricteſt manner poſſible. 


THE war was again proſecuted with the utmoſt 
vigor: Don Juan had recalled the old Spaniſh and 
other foreign troops and theſe under command of 
Alexander Farneſe prince of Parma, and Charles 
earl of MZ:m:fizld, on the 21f of January, ſurprized 
the ſtates army, who lav near Gemblours, and totally 
defeated them, killing ſix thouland 4 on the ſpot, tak- 
ing all their cannon and baggage, with thirty pair of 
colours, and four cornets ; fix hundred priſoners were 
immediately hung. 


T x1s defeat was followed by the ſurrender of Gem- 
blours, Louvain and Thienen : Anrſchor and Sichem were 
taken by ſtorm, and cruelly abuſed. Dreft and L:euww 
were likewiſe taken. Nivelle ſtood four different aſ- 
ſaults, but was at laſt carried; the ſick and wound- 
ed, who could not get out of town were murdered. 


Dow Juan's ſtandard was adorned with a croſs, and 
the foliowing motto, 


In hoc ſigno vici Turcas ; in hoc hæreticos vincam. 
In 


+ Some accounts ſwell this number to 8000, and others even 
ta 49900 men, 
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la Engliſh, 


Ups this ſign I beat the Turks; and under it 
I will var quiſh the heretics. 


By the mediation of the ſtates of Ulregt, the city 
of Amſterdam acceded to the contederacy, and the 
magiſtrates took the oaths of fidelity to the ſtates. 


Bur difference of religion, and the obſtinacy 
of the principal magiſtrates, cauſed continual bic- 
kerings, till about two months afterwards, the com- 
munity, headed by Mr. William Bardes, doctor of 
laws, turned the Romiſh clergy and obſtinate magi- 
ſtrates our of the city; and after an inter-regnum of 
three days, all the branches of the legiſlature were 
filled by a new election. The churches remained 
ſhut above a week, after the end of which period, the 
new magiltrates entered them and removed the 
images, 


* 


Tus great revolution was effected without the loſs 
of blood, and fully counterbalanced the ſucceffes of 
Don Juan. i 


Kanuri and Deventer were brought under ſub- 
jection of the ſtates, by their general Renneberg. 
Bruges was likewiſe ſecured, and the ſons of Loycla 
were obliged to quit that town, 


Tur ſtates again applied to foreign potentates for 
aſſiſtance, and France ſent the duke of Aenpon, with a 
number of auxiliary troops to the frontiers. 


Tur queen of Exgland allowed the ſtates to borrow 


an hundred thouſand pounds ſterling from the citizens 
hg of 


1 
of London, on condition that certain towns ſhould en- 
ter into bond to repay it in twelve months time. She 
likewiſe agreed to furniſh four thouſand foot and 
one thouſand horſe; but on hearing that France 
had ſent troops, ſhe kept her own back; the money 
was however remitted, and the Paltſgrave Caſimir 


was by her advice commiſſioned to levy four thou- 
fand horſe and five thouſand foot. 1 


By this aſſiſt ance, the army of the flates became 
numerous, conſiſting of fourteen thouſand horſe and 
thirty-five thouſand foot; but through the jealouſy 
of the commanders, and the difference of religion, no- 
thing was done. 


Pr Datheen, a furious zealot, who could not 
bear that the Romaniſts were tolerated, broke our in 
very indecent declarations from the pulpit againſt 
the prince, calling him a wicked man and an apo- 
ſtate, becauſe he was for toleration, agreeable to the 
pacification : This phrenetic and wrongheaced prieſt, 
Joined by one Embyze, irritated the populace againſt 
the Romaniſts, cauſing that religion to be pro- 
ſcribed at Gent, and its confeſſors to be baniſhed that 
city; ſome abbies and church eſtates were even at- 
tacked and plundered. 


Tune Romaniſts on their part were not behind hand 
in the ſame perverſe zeal, and as they were the ſtrong- 
eſt party, they proſcribed the proteſtants in a num- 
ber of places, | 


[Tris conduct of both parties being diametrically 


oppoſite to the treaty of Cent, occaſioned * | 
N 0 
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of the nobles to ſeparate from the ſtates, and form a 
particular party, who were ſupported by Alengon. The 
army for want ct pay diſperſed, the german troops 
went home, and Alengon with his auxiliaries return- 
ed to France, 


THrar able ſtateſman Philip Marnix, lord of C. 


Aldegonde, was this year ſent to the diet at Vorms, to 


implore aſſiſtance; and among other things againſt the 


Span'ards, he made it appear that the duke of Alva 


had fleeced the Netherlanders of thirty ſix millions 
of galdens ꝶ beſides the contributions raiſed: by the 
ſoldiers. 


Duni this confuſed ſtate of affairs, on the 1ſt cf 
October Don Juan died at Namur, it is ſaid by poi- 
ſon, adminiſtered by orderof the king, by the abbotof 
St. Gertrude; he was ſucceeded by that brave and ex- 
perienced ſoldier Alexander Farneſe prince of Parma; 


whoſe firſt exploit was a feint on Antwerpe, but after a 


ſkirmiſh he turned his army to the ſiege of Maaſtrigt. 
whoſe garriſon originally conſiſting of a thouſand 
troops, was after a'vigorous defence reduced to only 
four hundred, who in hopes of a happy termination 
of a treaty then negotiating at Cs/ogn, obſtinately re- 
fuſed to capitulate the place was finally carried by 


aſſault, and during three days given up to plunder ; 


the garriſon was put to the ſword, and about eight 
hundred citizens were murdered. This town lay 
waſte a long while after this misfortune,” and was af- 
terwards repeopled from Liege. 


Ar the afore-mentioned convention of Colegn, the 
King made very great offers to Orange, to draw him 


from 


* Siſt220 millions of Spaniſh dollers. 
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from the intereſt of the ſtates; but he conſtantly rez 
fuſed to treat without their knowledge, The treaty 
likewiſe proved abortive, becauſe the royal demands 
were inadmiſſible, eſpecially in point of religion ; as 
he would not grant a freedom in worſhip, but only 
allow the Proteſtants time to diſpoſe of their effects, 


to retire elſewhere. 


Phil, however, was not without obtaining conli- 
derable advantages from this negociation ; for, by 
the wiles of his agents the provinces Aricis and Hain- 
ault, with the cities of Pois le Duc, Lifle, and others, 
embraced the Spaniſh party, as did numbers of the 
nobility and men in power, who were moved by inte- 
reſted motives, as expecting leſs advantage from the 
defence of liberty, than from the ſunſhine of royal 
favour : Many alſo were actuated by a principle of 
jealouſy againſt Orange, whoſe facceſs of power and 
eſteem they could not brook ; among theſe was Phi- 
lip, ſon of the beheaded earl of Egmont, who attempt- 
ed to betray Bruſſels to Parma. The affair at Gent 
concerning religion, ſerved them as a pretence for this 
diſaffection. 1 | 


Tux pacification of Gent now became quite diſre. 
garded; therefore, to prevent further apoſtacy, O- 
range, aſſiſted by his brother John of Naſſau, brought 
about a treaty of more intimate union, between the 

rovinces of Gelderland, Holland, Zeeland, Uiregt, Vrieſ- 
6k Overyſſel and Groningen, to which Brabant and a 
part of Flanders afterwards acceded. This treaty, 
from the place where it was negociated. was called 
the Union of Utregt, and is that famous and formidable 
one ſtill ſubſiſting. | 8 
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T'r1s year, and not long after the revolution at 
Amſterdam, a ſimilar one took place at Haarlem, bur 
was not conducted with that moderation as at the 
former place. 


1579, Tux Proteſtants now began to exerciſe 
their worſhip in public, and became confident enough 
to petition the archduke and the council of ſtate, tur 
a grant of religious liberty. This had ſo good an ef- 
rect, that Matthias and the council drew up the out- 
lines of a treaty to that purpoſe: By this treaty, free- 
dom of conſcience was allowed; but as it was left 
at every one's option to accept or reject the ſame, it 
was not received by all the provinces. 


Ar Amersfoort and Utregt, great violence was com- 
mitted by the Proteſtant party; but in the latter it 
came to a treaty, At Bruges, the magiſtrates pro- 
poſed the union of Utregt ; but this had like to have 
cauſed a terrible diſorder, the Spaniſh faction, repre- 
ſenting to the populace, how lately that very treaty 
was broke in the city where it originated. The two 
parties were on the point of bloodſhed, when a par- 
ty of ſtates troops arrived, and happily diſperſed the 
ſtorm. Art Bots le Duc, it went worle, for the ſame. 
treaty being propoſed ; the two parties proceeded to 
actual violence; about forty citizens were Killed, 
and ont hundred and twenty wounded : The Protel: 
tants were obliged to quit the town, At Bommel and 
/eeſp, great irregularities were likewiſe committed, 


Tx fruits of theſe inordinate proceedings, was the 
entire and open ſeparation of all the Waloon pro- 
vinces. On the 13th September, the articles of re- 
SOL conciliation 
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conciliation with king Philip, obtained at Cologn, 
were publicly proclaimed at Bergen, in Hainaul:. 
Tournay, and its diſtrict, with Cambray, and the ſmall 
town of Bouchain, were all that remained in the inte- 
reſt of the ſtates. Valenciennes he ſitated to accept of 
the conciliating treaty ; but took the three months 
that were allowed to conſider of it, 


1580, Tux ſtates were rather negligent while Par- 
ma made great preparations, and raiſed a great army 
in the Waloon provinces: In the beginning of 
this year, the lord of Moniigny took Moriagn? and &i. 
Anand; from thence he went to Tourney and Liſle, 
where he plagued the out-pariſhes much, by burning 
and laying contributions, 


Ox the other hand, the garriſon of Bruſſels ſurpriz- 
ed Melle, another party of ſtates troops took 
the fortreſs of Avennes ; and the governor of the ci- 
tadel of Cambray, apprehending a ſiege, took, by 
leave of the ſtates, ſome French troops of Anjou's 
army into his garriſon, by means of which that duke 
got footing in Hainault and Ariois, where he was a 
great plague to Parma, and laid heavy contributions. 


Tat earl of Rerneberg, governor of Vriefand, Over- 
Mei and Groningen, who had done the ſtates much ter- 
vice, became diſaffected through the perſuaſions of 
his lifter, brought Groningen over with him, and in 
proceis of time did much hurt to the cauſe. 


ON the 6th of April, towards night, two ſhocks 
of an earthquake were felt in this country, where it is 
2 very uncommon phænomenon. 

; RENNEBERG 
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RENNEBERG was no ſooner arrived at Groningen, to 
effect his treaſon ; but was on the ſame day beſieged 
in it by earl Louis of Naſſau. Earl Hohenlo being 
ſent to attack a party who came to the relief of the 
town, was defeated with great loſs at Hardenberg 
Heath. This defeat abated much ct the courage of the 
ſlates party, and eſpecially affected Vrigſſard, Drentbe, 
ard the province of Groningen; from which laſt, a- 
bove four hundred principal families fled with fuch 
precipitation, as to leave all their moveable effects a 
Prey to Renneberg's troops, who were three or four 
days emplcyed in plunder. The towns of Obergen, 
Minſum and Ferniſum were utterly deſtroyed ; the 
bells, nay, even the ſtones of the ruins were carried 
off, and the caſtles of the nobles ruined. 


RENVNEBERG made an attempt to ſeparate Yriefiand 
I:kewiſe, but the ſtates of that province fruſtrated his 
deſign. | 


Tur country people of Overyſſel, ſet on by Renne- 
berg, took arms and aſſumed the name of Deſperates; 
in their flandards was a drawn ſword, and half of an 
egg-ſhell, the yolk of which lay by its ſide, as emble- 
matical, that they firſt refuſed to fight for the egg, 
but were now obliged to fight for half a ſhell. The 
ear} Hohenlo ſoon made them quit this trade, and 
brought them to ſubjeftion. 


R:xntBeRG became maſter of Delſzyl, Coevorden 
and O:denzeel, beat Hohenlo at the Bourtagne Heath, 
where the latter loſt his cannon , but Renneberg 
was repulſed at Zwol and Deutckom. 


4 B& 
Tasse, and other misfortunes of defeat, apoſtacy 
and diſaffection of provinces, cities and nobles, put 
the contederate provinces in a miſerable condition: 
Some failed in paying their proportion of che charges 
tor carrying on the war, complaining of their ihabi- 
lity ; others paid ſlowly, and only a part. 


Tus troops received little or no pay, and lived at 


diſcretivn' on the poor huſbandmen, whom they fle- 


ced of their money, to obtain better proviſions than 


could ordinarily be afforded ; they drove off cattle. 
and horles, which the wretched farmer was obliged 
to r-!eale often four or five times ſucceſſively. 


Ir complaints were preferred on account of this 


trearment, the officers excuſed themſelves with the 


deficiency of pay, on account of which puniſhments 
became negiefted, 2 

Tur tons refuſed to admit garrifons, for fear of 
wanton behaviour; more people were in ſer vice than 
could be paid, and the country was exhauſted by 
friend and foe ; the bad example of the vilicers en- 
firely abrogated all military diſcipline ; the Spaniſh 
faction {owed the ſeeds of diſſention, and induced the 
people to diſobedience, Laſtly, Orange ha! ſo much 
to do in the cabinet, that his much wanted preſzace in 
the field was forced to be diſpenſed with. 


In June of this year, the prince was prolerived, 
and Philip offered tweaty-five thouſand doubloons, 
entiie abſolution, and a title, to whoever would dit- 
patch him, Orange drew up a memorial in his de- 
fence, which, together with Philip's proclamation, 
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was tranſlated in ſundry langua 
courts of Europe. 


es, And ſent to all the 


2 
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Iv this confuſion of affairs, the ſtates had recourſe 
to Aeneon, hoping by that means to obtain great aſ- 
ſiſtance from France; but many difficulties were 
ſtarted, and the negotiation, which was carried on at 
Plots near Tours, laſted from the 12th to the 19th of 
September, on which laſt day the treaty was ligne, 
and the duke was by the ſtates elected ſovereign of 
the Netherlands, with the titles of duke, earl, mar- 
quis, &c. together with the fame rights and preroga- 
tives as had been enjoyed by the former ſovereigns. 


RENNEBERG beficged Steenuhet, in October of 
this year, but met with a brave reſiſtance. 


1581. On the igth of January, the ſtates aſſem- 
bled at Delft, reſolved to appoint a council to aſſiſt 
their new prince in his adminiſtration; the new mo- 
del was agreed on by the parties and publiſhed on 
the 23d of the fame month, and the keeper of the 
feals, La Regnie adminiſtered the oaths, and the ſo- 
vereignty was preſented by the deputies of the ſtates 
to Anjou, who received the fame at Bourdeauæx. 


Ou this occaſion medals wete ſtruck, the principal 
of which repreſented, on one fide, a congqueror ſtand- 
ing on a column, to which a lion was tethered, and a 
mouſe gnawing the rope, with this motto, 


Rosts conem loris mus liberat, 


f. e. Tur mouſe by gnawing the cord delivers a 


lion, 
On 


ties | ] 


ON the other fide was the pope, and king of Spain, 
trying to allure the lion, to faſten him to a chain, In 
the exergue were theſe words: 


LisER revinciri leo pernegat. 
i, e. Tux freed lion refuſes to be taken again. 


Tur ſiege of Steenuyck (till continued; but-gene® 
ral Norrits came to its relief, and, after ſundry ſkir- 
miſhes, and twice aſſiſtance of proviſions, Renneberg 
was obliged, on the 23d of February, in the night, 
to quit the emerprize. This ſiege was remarkable 
on account of the hardſhips which the citizens under - 
went. A continual diſcharge of hot balls deſtroyed 
ſeventy buildings. Cornput, who commanded with- 
in, being told that ſ»me townſmen had aſſembled at 
the market place, and that numbers of the garriſon 
began to join them, went to the ſpot and drove them 
off, ſaying, Get you gone you ſcoundrels, what buſineſs 
have you to ſtand and chatter here, to diminiſh the patience 
of my reaſonable troops by your lies? My ſoldiers know 
their buſineſs, and are wiſer than you. A butcher re- 
mained, and aſked him, What was to be done when all 
the proviſions ſhoutd be conſumed? Cornput anſwered, 
There is no danger of it yet; and when it comes to ihat, 
we will eat you and the like of you firſt. | 


Tur enemy had fired one of the gates during a 
certain night. A ſoldier of the garriſon went over the 
works into the ditch, and with a leathern bucket, 
flung water till it was quenched ; he proceeded in 
this buſineſs with extraordinary coolneſs, and anſwer- 
ed their repeated vollies by crying, Raſcals, I am A- 
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rent of Groningen! J am Arent of Gtoningen, you 
thieves ! Quit firing : I am the ſon of a goed brewer of 
Groningen! When he had done the buſineſs, he re- 
turned unhurt into town.---- Was not this man's acti- 
on equal to that of the Roman Cocles? 


Os the 1 of February, three officers walking in 
the market-place, ſhot three partridges that flew 
over: When Cornput heard of this, he explained ir, 
T hat the Almighty who had fed Iſrael with the like fccd, 
would certainly feed ihe oppreſſed town ;, but that the num- 
ber of three ſhewed, that it would not be till after three 
weeks, This prophecy, perhaps, only uttered to 
raiſe the deſpondent ſpirits, proved literally true. 


RENNEBERO thus routed, pillaged Salland; but 
fortune turned her neck againſt him, Norrits gave 
him a total overthrow near Groningen, and ſhut kim 
up in it, where he died of grief on the 23d of July, 
ſhewing much ſorrow for his apoſtacy, often exclaim- 
ing loudly, O Groningen! Groningen] what have yeu 


brought me to I may well rue the day when TI firſt bebeld 
thee ! 


WanT of money obliged Norrits to quit the ſiege, 
and he was defeated by Verdugo, near Noorihorr, 
with the loſs of all his cannon and much people. 


On the 26th of July, the ſtates declared king Phi- 
lip to have forfeited all manner of right to the go- 
vernment, and publiſhed their reaſons for ſo doing. 
All officers, civil and military, were diſcharged of 
their oath to the King, and they were obliged to ſwear 
allegiance to the ſtates, 


TRE 
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Taz archduke Matthias, about this time, ſeein 
that he could no longer maintain himſelf, fiance 
his government to the ſtates, who thanked him very 
handſomely for his ſervices, and promiſed him a 
yearly penſion of 50000 * Guldens it was, however, 


not till October that he quitted the Netherlands and 
ſet out for Germany. 


ABouT the beginning of Auguſt, Breda was be- 
trayed to Parma by Charles de Gavre, lord of Frefr. 
Here the prince of Orange loſt his magnificent fur- 
niture, and many papers of conſequence. 


CAamMBRAY had been blockaded by Parma, about a 
year, and the inhabitants reduced to extreme want. 
On the 16th of Auguſt, Anjou arrived on the fron- 
tiers with ten thouſand foot and four thouſand horſe, 
with ſome of the king of France's troops, command- 
ed by the flower of French nobles. On the day 
following, he arrived at Grieve Court, about ſix miles 
from Cambray. Parma drew up his army between 


che two places, and remained full ſix hours in order 
of battle. a 


Bur on the approach of Anjou, he quitted his 
works, and drew off from the city, where Anjou 
made a grand entry next day. 


PaARMA laid ſiege to Tournay, which, after two 
months, capitulated with him. Lents, and ſome 
other ſmall places, were next taken by his troops. 


Ax jou 
# 20322 two-thirds dollars, 
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Ax jov's officers quarrelled much about rank, and 
the volunteers that were with him gave him a great 
deal of trouble, which almoſt broke up his army. 


BERGEN OP Zoom, a town of much conſequence, 
was providentially preſerved from an attempt made 
on it by the lord of Berſele. This coſt the enemy ſe- 
venty dead, and an hundred wounded ; and two trai- 
tors who had engaged to be the means of its loſs were 
executed, | 


1582, ALENCON, who had been to England to be 
married to the queen, returned without effecting it, 
On the 10th of February, he arrived at Vliſſingen, 
having quitted England with great pomp, he was 
convoyed by fifteen of the queen's ſhips. At V 
ingen he was received in the moſt ceremonious man- 
ner by the prince of Orange, and other Netherlandiſh 
grandees ; from hence he went next day to Middel- 
burg on foot, and from thence to Aniwerpe, where he 
was inſtalled and crowned duke of Brabant; the 
prince of Orange aſſiſted at the ceremony, inveſted 
wo with the robe, and put the ducal crown on his 
head. 


SHORTLY after this, on the 18th day of March, 
as the prince roſe from table, he was ſhot by John 
Jaurigni, ſervant to Gaſpar d'Anaſtro, a Spaniſh 
broken merchant ; the ball entered under the 
right ear, pierced the palate, and came out under 
the left jaw, breaking one tooth. Jaurigni was cut 
down on the ſpot by the pages and guards. Anaſtro 
eſcaped. The prince, although he loſt much bleed, 


was happily cured ; but his princeſs Charlotte de 
| Bourdon, 


10 


Bourbon, died with the fright and fatigue ſhe under- 
went on the occaſion, 


A RUMOUR was ſoon ſpread that Orange was dead, 
and it was univerſally believed. Parma, flattered by 
this hope, wrote to ſeveral principal towns, that now 
was the time to accept of the king's mercy ; but nei- 
ther his nor Anaſtro's letters had any effect on the 
people's minds, 


AnoTHER treaſonable plot was diſcovered : One 
Salledo intended to kill the prince, and being taken, 
diſcovered a conſpitation of the princes of Lorrain, 
whereby they intended to put France under the Spa- 
niſh dominion, Salſedo was ſent to Paris, where he 
was executed, and his head ſent to Antwerpe. 


ParMA was maſter in the field; he took Oude- 
naarde after a ſi-ge of three months. Lier was be- 
trayed into his hands. and terrible irregularities were 
committed; even the nuns did not eſcape the bruta- 
lity of theſe champions of the church of Rome, and 
ſome ſick women were murdered in an hoſpital. 


STEENWYCK was ſurprized by Verdugo, and the 
greater part of the garriſon put to the ſword, 


ALENCON took the town of Aalſt. 


1583. In the beginning of this year Alencon took 
Helmont, Eindbove and other ſmall places. The French 
and Swiſs auxiliaries arrived in ſpite of the Spaniards, 
by their arrival a dawn of hope appeared, but by the 
faithleſs conduct of Alencon it {oon vaniſhed again. 
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Be made his entry at Gent, where he was inſtalled 
earl of Flanders; but not content with this, he framed 
other attempts which had almoſt ruined the country 
and brought him to a fall ; this was no leſs than to 
render himſelf abſolute. 


Bronx he put this project to a trial, he complain- 
ed in the aſſembly of the ſtates, that his power was 
too much limited, and that he could not protect the 
country unleſs his authority was enlarged. But they 
were not to be moved by his remonſtrances. 


H x ſoon proceeded to execute his intended ſcheme, 
and on the 14th and 15th of January, he ſeized on 
Dunkirk, Menain, Aalſt, and Dendermonde, places gar- 
riſoned by the French troops. 


AT Bruges, Oaſtende and Antwerpe, it miſcarried. The 
citizens of this laſt place, remembering the miſeries 
they had ſuffered in two ſuch attempts by the Spani- 
ards, made a vigorous reſiſtance. The French had 
ſeized on one of the gates; and ſeventeen hun- 
dred foot, with ſix hundred horſe, had already 
entered, crying, Long live the maſs ! Ri] Kill ! Some 
ran to the ramparts, and ſeized the cannon, while 
others penetrated into the heart of the town. 


BuT every human being in the town oppoſed theſe 
treacherous gentry, even the women and boys did 
their parts, and the duke's army was obliged to fly 
with the loſs of above fifteen hundred men. The ci- 
tizens of Antwerpe loſt about eighty. In memory of 
this Celiverance, the following Latin Chronogram was 
placed over the gate through which they entered. 

AVXILIVM 


55 
AVXILIVM SVIS DEYVS, 
Which may be rendered : 


OVRSAVIOVR, GOD DELIVERED 
HIS OVYN. 


Tunis unexpected affair ſtartled not only the Ne- 
therlangs, but ſurprized all Europe. The duke was 
ready to kill bimſelf with vexation, but endeavored 
to pals it off for a miſtake. The matter was, how- 
ever, in ſome meaſure compromiſed between the ſt ates 
and him. 


Ow the 23d of February, the new exchange at Au- 
werpe was conſumed by fire, through careleſſneſs of 
ſome ſhop-keepers. 


Is March one Pedro Dordogno was executed at 
Autwerpe for another attempt on the priace's life. 


Ox the 12th of April, Orange was married for the 
fourth time to Louiſe de Coligni, daughter of the ad- 
miral Coligni, who was murdered on the famous Sr. 
Bartholomew's eve. 


Amonc Anjou's papers was found a letter from 
the queen- mother, wherein was the following para- 
graph: Re. eſtabliſo the Catholic Religion at Antwerpe, 
and I am perſuaded that you may marry the Infante of 
Spain, It .was likewiſe diſcovered, that the pope 
had abſolved him from his oath, and enjoined him 
to revive the Romilh faith. 


AlLENcox having thus forfeited all confidence, left 
the Netherlands, and embarked on the 28th of Juoe, 
wit 


N 


1 


with all his ſuite, for Calais; three ſeveral depute- 
tions were ſent to him, but the third found him dead 
at Chateau Thierri, where it is ſuppoſed he was poi- 
ſoned, as his exit was very violent. 


Inis faithleſs conduct of the duke occaſioned 
much diſtraction; many upright advocates and de- 
fenders of their eountry loſt ail courage and hope : 
A number of chiefs, who looked more to man than to 
Gop for help, took the king's pardon to ſcreen them 
ſelves and families from impending rum, which they 
thought iaevitable. 


Tuvs Parma had an opportunity, with few peo- 
ple, to ſeize on a number of places. The towns of 
Dieft, Dunkirk, Einibove, Winoxberg, Diæmude, Menain, 
Y pres, Sas van Gent, Hulſt and Axel, The prince 
of Chimey, governor of Flanders, put Bruges and 
Damme into his hands, 


Earr Willam Vandenberg, governor of Gelderland, 
deſerted the cauſe, but was prevented from drawing 
his government after him. The town of Zuipben 
was the only one that was loſt, . and this happened 
through neglect. 


Two more aſſaſſins, hired to kill the prince, were 
taken and executed, 


Tre univerſal ſtates aſſembled at Middelburg, ex- 
cept thoſe of Gelderland, Uiregt, and Oversſſe!, and 
came to a reſolution, that the reformed religion only, 
with excluſion of all others, ſhould be allowed in the 
United States; providing, nevertheleſs, that this re- 


ſolve ſhould not extend to the unrepreſented pro- 
vinces, 


1 J 


vinces, who were left at liberty to accede to or re- 
fuſe the decree. 


Tur ſtates of Holland had alſo reſolved to grant 
the ſovereignty of that ſtate to Orange, together with 
the enſigns, armorial titles and prerogativ}s thereto 
belonging; but this project was ruined by the diſſent 
of the cities of Anſterdam and Gouda, 2 


1584. Tur 29th of January, the new princeſs of 
Orange was delivered of a young prince. This cauſed 
great joy among the people. The child was bapti- 
zed by the name of Frederick Henrick. But this 
Joy was ſoon damped by the murder of prince Willi- 
am ot Orange, which happened at Delft on the 1oth 
of July, juit as he came out of his dining hall. The 
perpetrator of this action was one Balthazar Gerard, 
who had infinuated himſelf to the prince's notice, 
and now pretending to aſk a paſs, he ſhot him with a 
piſto] ; two balls penetrated his body, The prince 
was aged fifty-three years. As he fell he exclaimed, 
O Lord have mercy on my ul] Have mercy on this poor 
people ! 4 5 


Tur murderer had nearly made his eſcape; but 
was taken and executed at De!/7, in that horribly cruel 
manner, which has received a ſanction from the pre- 
judices of dark ages. He confeiſed that he had de- 
ſigned the deed tor above fix years: That the Je- 
ſuits had aſſured him of a place in heaven for it, and 
that he would have done it though it fhould have coſt 
him a thouſand lives. At the time of his execution, 
and during his ſuftering, he declared, that were it to 
do again, he would not fail of putting it in practice. 
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Fou other aſſaſſins were found at Delft, who had 
the ſame intentions; 


Tre death of the duke of Anjou, already menti- 
oned, happened on the 10th of June, juſt one month 
before the murder cf the prince. 


| Tat body of the prince was pompouſly interred in 
the new church at Delſt, on the 3d of Auguſt, and 

afterwards, during the truce of 1609, the univerſal 
ſtares erected a moſt magnificent Mauſcleum over the 
vault. 


Tur Romiſh clergy ſhewed ſuch immoderate Zea 
on the occaſion of this murder, that in many places 
they attempted to exhibit illominations and fire- 
works, hut they were hindered by the people. The 
canons of Bois le Duc being prevented from their de- 
ſign, aſſembled in the cathedral to ling Te Deum; but 
the Almighty apparently ſhewed his diſpleaſure af 
tuch praiſe, by a violent guſt of thunder, which, to- 
wards evening, entirely deſtroyed the ſteeple of that 
ere without doing any damage to the adjacent 
houſes 


Tux United States expreſſed as much ſorrow as 
the Romiſh clergy did joy over this unhappy event; 
They met every day at Delft. where thofe of Brabant, 
Flanders, Holland, Zeeland, Utregt, Malines and Frieſ- 
lane, on the 18th of Auguſt, paſſed a reſolve, that 
notwithſtanding the death of the prince, the ſaid 
countries, and the others united with them, were ſtil! 
Molden by the Union of Uiregt. 


PRIN e 


111 


Prince William I. was undoubtedly one of thoſe 
few men who make an equally great figure in the ca- 
binet and in the field; he was poſſ-{fed of the great- 
eſt abilities, which be had to exHibir againſt the moſt 


experienced, valorous and crafty commanders of his 


age; he knew perſectly how to conform himſelf to 
time and occurrences, never varying from a ſteady 


purſuit of whatever end he propoted, he (till aſſum- 


ed condeſcenſion or rigour as circumſtances required 

his preſence of mind never lefc him, even in the m "tt 
perilous moments; this qualification he had frequent 
occaſion to diſplay in order to eſcape the many ſnares 
ſpread for him by his bitter enemies : All his caution 
did not, however, prevent his frequently coming to 
the very brink of ruin, and at laſt to fall by the hands 
of an aſſaſſin. Inſtances of his hair-breadth eſcapes 
have been mentioned in the courſe of this work, yet I 
cannot help here to enlarge a little on one hinted at in 
page 39. This happened near Mons, which Alva be- 
ſicged in 1572; the prince knowing the great impor- 
tance of that poſt, marched to its relief; when he 
reached the place, he found the Spaniſh circumvalla- 


tion campleated, and their army in great order; where- 


fore, laying aſide his deſign of atacking them, he 
thought to retreat under cover of the night; Alva, 
apprized of this, detached two hundred light foot and 
eight hundred horſe, (dreſſed with white ſhirts over 
their other garb, in order to diltinguith each orher in 
the dark) at the very moment that Orange's army 
were ready to break up, this party reached him, over- 
ran the out-guards, broke through, and cut to pieces 
every thing that attempted a ſtand; the camp —_— 
the 
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the neceſſity of time, conſiſted of huts made of bruſh- 
wood, ard by that means was in a blaze betore its 
occupie's could look round them; the prince, not- 
withitarding this, and the loſs of above five hundred 
of his men, who were ſlaughte ed around him, found 
means to prevent panic from getting hold of his troops, 
rallied, formed, and made his bold invaders glad to 
quit; after which he marched off in quiet, in the face 
of his enemy. 


His alliances and poſſoſſions in Germany and France, 
as well as in his native country, made him reſpected 
abroad; his zeal for cruſhing of that cruz] oppreffion 
which had overwhelmed his countrymen, made him 
beloved at home; where th? multitude did not even 
ſuſpect him of any ſelfiſn views, but thought every 
thing he did, a:med at the defence and eſtabliſnment 
of thoſe liberties and rights they prized fa high, and 
of which they were ſo extremely jealous, 


IMPARTIALITY, (that great characteriſtic of real 
hiſtory) will not, however, (at this diftance of time) 
allow flattery, to inſiſt on this great man's being un- 
taiuted with ambition; nothing is more evident, than 
that he aimed at the ſovereignty ; an inſtrument was 
ready engroſſed, whereby the title and dignity, con- 
ſcquently the power and ſupremacy of earl] of Hol- 
land, Zeeland, &c. were to have been conceded to 
him; unanimity in the ſenate was only wanting to 
complete the ſigning of it, when his ſudden death put 
an end to this condeſcending humour of the nation, 
and prevented him and his poſterity from inheriting 
that title and dignity, which had juſt been ne 

rom 


5 


from the houſes of Burgundy, Auſtria and Spain, with 


ſo great a ſacrifice of convenience, peace, tieaſure 
and blood. 


EARL Maurits, ſon to the deceaſed prince, by his 
+ ſecond ſpouſe Anna of Saxony, was invited, under 
certain conditions, to take the chair in the council of 
ſtate; that prince, who had but juſt attained the age 
of eighteen, accepted of their invitation. 


Tux <ieur Pruneaux, envoy from France, was by 
the ſtates preſented with a gold chain of two thou- 
ſand *Guldess value, and ſent to his own country to: 
offer the ſovereignty to the king and crown of Fance. 
and to entreat that king to fend an able general to 
fill the place of the deceaſed prince. The vote for 
this purpoſe was not however unanimous ; the cities 
of Amſterdam, Gouda and Monnikendam, in Holand, and 
the whole of the province of Overv//el, paſſed theirs ia 
the negative, 


1585. Tur king of France honeſtly declared, that 
he was well inclined to aſſit the Netherlands; but re- 
monſtrated, that in caſe of his acceptance of their of- 
fer, he could not do them juſtice as his kingdom was 
in the utmoſt confuſion and danger, through the ca- 
bals of Spain with the Guile faction. Thc ambaſſa- 
dors returned with very kind letters to the ſtates from 
the king and queen- mother, 


Brvss=1.s, long beſieged by Parma, held out in 
hopes of the expected aſſiſtance from France; but 
when this hope vaniſhed, they {urrendered in the 
month of March by capitulation, 


ENGLAND 
* 823 1-third dollars. 


— 


—— * 
bk... 


— 


1 = * 
— — 


nu — ˙ͥ²Ü ꝙ /g — — 
* 1 


—ĩ— 
_— - _ + 
— — 
A — 10 


— 
—_—_— - 


„ 0 — 1 2 . FO nn - 
4 — . —— * 

PO" 1 — 

= » 8 4 — 


HS 


ENGLAND was ſolicited for aſſiſtance of fix thous 
fand foot and three thouſand horſe. with an hundred 
thoutand pounds weight of guapowder, 


ParMa's conqueſts increaſed rapidly. Liefkenshoek, 
Dendermonde, Vilvoorden and Gent were added to them, 
and he proceeded to the ſiege ot Antwerpe. 


Tears wis a difficult undertaking. It was neceſſary 
to ſtop the navigation; for this purpoſe he began a 
bridge over the Schelae. The citizens imagined this 
an impracticability ; but at theend of ſeven moaths, 
they experienced the poſſibility of it to their ruin. 


Tuts bridge was a tremendous piece of mzchinery. 
On each ſide of the river they began to drive piles of 
fifty feet in length, and carried theſe out till the width 
of the river was reduced from two thouſand three 
hundred feet, to only thirteen hundred; this remain- 
ing channel was cloſed up with thirteen ſhips, which 
were moored head and ſtern againſt both ebbing and 
flowing tide, From ſhip to ſhip lay ſpars, and 
theſe were covered with planks; each veſſcl had 
a heavy piece of artillery placed in the head, and 
another in the ſtern, with thirty men to work them. 
The whole length of the bridge was two thouſand 
four hundred feet. 


Ar each end were proper redoubts and es de pont, 
furniſhed with cannon to defend it againſt attacks by 
land, 


A $QrARE Kind of raft, made of maſts, upon co- 


vered boats, was laid five hnndred fect in front ot 
dne 


1 


the bridge, to ſerve as a redoubt to keep off any ſhips 
that might attempt to come that way. 


| Tax beſieged finding their ruin inevitable, unleſs 
they could remove this obſtruction to their ſupplies 
by water, fitted a large raft with cannon ; this they 
called, fin de la guerre, i. c. end of the war; but this 
unwieldy machine got aground and became a prey to 
the enemy, 


Tir miſcarriage induced a certain Frederico Gi- 
anibelli, an Italian merchant, to repair the error. 


He conſtrued two veſſels, each of one hundred 
and forty to one hundred and fixty tons, and in each 
he made two ſquare large troughs of ſtone maſonry ; 
in one of theſe he put fix thouſand, and in the other 
ſeven thouſand five hundred pounds weight of gun- 
powder, then covered them with very heavy ſtones : 
To fire theſe, a match was laid to burn an hour be- 
fore it feached the train, 


Some ſma!l fire-ſhips were ſent to precede theſe, 
that the cannon might be diſcharged at them, and the 
two principal ones approach with more ſafety, 


ALL this apparatus was ſent down with the ſtrength 
of the tide of ebb, As was expected, the cannon were 
diſcharged at the ſmall crat'; and one of the infernal 
machines, as they were filed, got to the bridge; but 
the other got aground and toy ſoon on fire; The ene- 
my, ſurprized at the uncomthon apparatus; ran that 
wavy, and made themſclves merry with the art of the 
Beggars ; but finally, the machine burſt with ſuch an 
horrible exploſion and concuſſicn, that the elements 

ſeemed 
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ſeemed to re-enter into their original chaos; heaven 
ieemed to fall. and earth to rend. 


Tur redoubts, and {te de pont at the end of the 
bridge neareſt to the exploſion, were entirely demo- 
liſhed ; the water out cf the river was thiown over 
the dike, and fort Kallo, with the circumjacent fields, 
were entireiy filled and inundated, The bridge was 
totally deſtro ed. Of three of the ſhips not any part 
was ever found; three others were turned kcel up- 
wards. The large ſtones that covered the powder 
were thrown into the air, and ſome of them found at 
half a leaguediſtance, Parma eſcaped very narrowly, 
being-- bout a bowſhot from the dike : He was with 


all his attendants thrown to the ground: The page 


who carried his ſword was killed: One of his body- 
guards was thrown the diſtance of thirty paces and 
broke his leg. 


Bor a worſe fate attended the gaping crowd on the 
bridge ; their curiofity coſt them their lives. The 
Spaniards themſelves acknowledge five hundred kill- 
ed, among which were many principal officers and 
gentlemen of the prince's court, The number of 
wounded was eſtimated at nearly the ſame. 


Tuts horrible deſtruction, however, was of no be- 
nefit to the beſieged, becauſe they neglected the op- 
portunity to profit by it, and their friends without 
were not ready for an attack, nor were the proviſion 
veſſels at hand. The Zeclanders made a valiant ef- 
fort, and carried the dike of Xaauwenſteyn, But Par- 
ma retook that poſt after a furious battle, which coſt 
two thouſand lives; he likewiſe repaittd his bridge. 

This 


* 
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T his defeat, want of proviſions and diſſentions, obli- 
ged the people of Antwerpe to ſurrender their town, 
and pay tour tous of gold ®, to prevent ſack and pil- 


lage, but this blow put an end to the flouriſhing 
trade of that city. 


Denic this ſiege, ſome infurgents of the Sparihh 
faction and popiſh perſuaſion, put Nimweeger and 
Dec/hurg into Parma's power. They deſigned the lame 
at Arnhem, but were prevented by Nreuwenſtaar. 


THnz {rates again applied to queen Elizabeth, and 
offered her the ſovtreignty of the country, She re- 
fuſed to accept it, but promiſed four thouſand foot 
and four hundred horſe; after the loſs of Autwer pe, 
the number vas augmented to five thouſand foot and 
one thouſand horie, on condition that the expences 
ſhould be defrayed in due time, and that the towns cf 
Briel and Vliſſingen, with the fort of Rammekens, ſhould 
be put into her hands as a caution, The earl ef Lei- 
cefter had the command of theſe troops given him, 
and che ſtates appointed him their + heuteoant, 


Seatnr. a brave warrior, who built the fort Sclenk- 
enſchans, ſo called after his name, and bad quitted the 
Spanith fide, was deteated near Amerengen. 


Azour the m'ddle of autumn, two thouſand Wa- 
Toons, in the Spaniſh ſetvice, who were quartered in 
the country of Maas, murinied, inſiſting on full pay, 
as the Spaniards had received after the reduction of 


2 Antwerpe, 
* 156666 2 thirds dollars, 


+ Inthe orginal STATROODEAR, i. e. Locem Terers, Lien 
terank, 
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Antwerpe. Parma, who was ill provided with caſh, 
gave them good words, and quieted them with two 
month's pay in money, and two more in cloth. 


As ſoon as they were huſhed, about five thouſand 
men drove the ſtates troops out of the Beruwe. 


CHarLrs earl of Mansfield, ſucceeded worſe in an 
inroad which he made into the diſtrict of Bommel; 
for the citizens, apprized of his arrival, took all the 
farmers and their proviſions into town. 


ERL Hohenlo ſoon after came with ſome ſhips in 
the Maas, and pierced the dikes, whereby the Spaniſh 
gentry were obliged to wade breaft high through the 
water to gain ſome eminences, where Hohenlo, who 
was maſter by water, obliged them to ſtay during five 
days without any other proviſions but raw fleſh of 
cattle and horſes; of the carcaſes of theſe they after- 
wards made fuel to warm themſelves. The ſtates troops 
laughed at them, and the Spaniards had no other 
choice left, but to periſh with hunger, or to ſurrender 
at diſcretion ; they had already prepared to burn 
their cclours, when a very ſevere froſty night obliged 
Hohenlo to fall down the river for fear of being in- 
cloſed by the ice, and the diſtrefled adventurers 
had an opportunity given them to eſcape. 


Tux Engliſh were now in poſſeſſion of the caution- 
ary towns. Sir Thomas Cecil was governor of the 
Hriel, and fir Philip Sidney of Viſingen. Leiceſter 
likewiſe arrived; but before his departure from Eng- 
and, ſome of the Netherlandiſh deputies had either 
by chance or by art obtained the fight of the 1875 

rat's 
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ral's inſtructions, wherein was a clauſe, directing him 
diligently to enquire whether the country could fur- 
niſh a tund large enough to defend itſelf or not; that 
in caſe it could, his miſtreſs was ready to accept of 
the proffered ſovereignty. We may judge what opi- 
nion thaſe (who were in the ſecret) could form of this 
Engliſh aſſiſtance. : 


Joux Van Oldenbarneveld, one of the deputies, 
had lik<wit- diſcovered that Leiceſter intended to ob- 
tain ine particular government of Holland for him- 
ſelf. Tris gentleman, therefore, out of zeal for the 
houſe of Orange, and undoubtedly knowing of the 
fir:t mentioned article, cauſed the ſtates of Holland and 
Wiſt bri:fland to appoint young prince Maurits to 
the particular government of that province, as alſo 
to be captain general and admiral of the ſame, which 
appointment took place on the iſt of November, be- 
fore the general's arrival. 


LErcesTER, on hearing this news, was very high; 
but he was prevailed upon to overlook the matter : 
He left England with a great ſuite, and arrived at 
Vliſſingen os the 19th of December; from thence he 
went to Holland, where he was every where welcomed 
with great feſtivity; at the Hague eſpecially, the tri- 
umphal arches, amphitheatres, and ſuch like orna- 
mental temporary buildings, exceeded imagination, 
nor could a ſovereign have expected a greater ſhare 
of magnificent civility ; the churchmen eſpecially 
paid him great reſpect. 


Duni this troubleſome year, the ſtates of Frie/- 
land did not neglect the purſuit of literary mes 
they 


E 
they applied ſome of the ſequeſtered eſtates of 


convents, to the erecting of the famous univerſity OL 
Franeter, which has ſince produced a crowd of icarn- 


ed men. 
1586. Ow the 7th of January, Mr. Elbertus Leo- 


ninus, chancellor of Gelderland, in the name of the 
ſtates, welcomed Leicetter with a very handſome ſa— 
Jutation in Latin; but the earl not being converſant 
in that language, andi but lutle with the French, 
cauſed a genteel reply to be made OF one his ſuite. 


On the 2oth, the Univerſal States teſolved to of- 
fer him the ſovereignty, in the ſame manter as the 
emperor Charles V. enjoyed it; but when mention 
was made to appoint a council of ſtate to co-operate 
with him, he would not hear of it, nor would he be 
bound by inſtructions. I heſe points were in ſome 
mealure adjuſted, and L#ic«ſter choſe his own coun— 
cil, two of which were Engliſhmen. On the 4th of 
February the oaths were 1eciprocally taken between 
him and the ſtate, and on the 6th of the ſame month 


his commiſſion was publiſhed. 


His ſh-w of zeal for the Proteſtant religion, being a 
direct contrait to the duke of Anjou's  equenting 
mals, endeared him to the people; he appointed a 
general ſynod of all the provinces to meet, in order 
to conſult what was neceſſary to be done for the ad- 


vantage of religion. 


By this means the de;*&ed nation was fed with the 
hope of being, by God's bleſſing, and the prudent 
management of ſo wiſe a prince, delivered from her 


opprefiions. 
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His pious Geportment had inſpired moſt of the di- 
vines with a ſupe:lative opinion of him, and they con- 
ſidered him as a ſtrong jupport to the languiſhing 
ſtate of religion. 


By th:ſeand ſimilar proceedings, he obtained a much 
greater ſhare of power than had ever been enjoyed by 
any governor before him. 


EL'ZABETH was much chagrined at this bigk de- 

ree of favour ſhe wn to her favourite, herſelf having 
refuird to accept of the offer made her by the ſtates, 
could not ſuffer to fee her ſubject raiſed to ſovereign 
authority; ſhe expreſſed herſeif on that head in two 
very virulent letters which ſhe wrote, one to the 
ſtates, and the other to Leiceſter. This hart pro- 
ceeding of Elizabeth was not a little prejudicial to 
the d:gnity aſſumed by the earl. And, alas! it prov- 
ed, that Netherland flattered itſelf with a vain hope, 
for his ambition brought her on the very brink of 


ruin. 


Lr:icesTER took no notice of his miitreſs's diſplea- 
ſure. Sovereign ſway had too ſweet a reliſh for him 
to lay it down again; he proceeded to the moſt 

extravagant abuſe of his authority, and liſtening to 
the vile infiwations of flattery, the ' fize of diſcord was 
Eindled between him and the ſtates, which was con- 
tinually increaſed by blaſts of the breath of his ſy- 


cophantic paraſites. 


THe firſt act whereby he began to incur general 
diſapprobation, was an ordinance concerning navi— 


gation, which he iſiued at Uiregt, on the Ach of 
April 
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April of this year; the import of it was, a total pro- 
hibition of imports or expotts, from or to places un- 
der the power of Spain; and of any kind of corref- 
pondence with the inhabitants of thoſe places. 


Tur moſt quick ſighted people, eſpecially thoſe 
of the maritime provinces ſtood confounded at this 
ſtep: The ſtates remonſtrated to him, on the impro- 
priety of it, but he ſpurned at their advice. 


He was ſet on to this way of proceeding, by ſome 
turbulent ſpirits, who were at bottom Spaniſh- 
minded, endeavouring by every means to embroil 
matters, and to get a ſhare in adminiſtration, for 
which purpoſe they labored to widen the breach be- 
tween the ſtates and Leiceſter, 


Tux principal of theſe was a certain Daniel Burg- 
graaf, a Fleming, of low deſcent, who by dint of art, 
Joined to a good underſtanding, had attained to the 
dignity of procurator-general of his own province; 
and had once been nominated a member of the coun- 
cil of ſtate. | 


Tris Daniel had ſo inſinuated himſelf with Lei- 
ceſter, that he obtained the appointment of ſecretary 
extraordinary to the earl, 


Danizts had two principal coadjuters, one was 
Gerard Prounink, alias Deventer, formerly treaſurer- 
general; and Jacob Ryngoud, in times paſt ſecretary 
to the beheaded earl of Egmont. 


TH1s pernicious triumvirate ſoon got themſelves a 
great number of partizans of ſuch as were fond of 
novelty, 
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aovelty, or who found it their intereſt to fiſh in trou⸗ 
bled waters, among theſe were no inconſiderable num- 
bers of Proteſtant clergy, a claſs of people among 
whom diſſentions were become very prevalent. 


Tux feeds of diſcord thus ſown, ſoon vegetated in- 
to open (trite ; the ſmothering fire blazed out; even 
the troops were prevailed on to take part and muti- 
ny, ſo that the weak edifice of the commonwealth 
was ſhook to its very baſis, and nothing but its 
downfal could be expected. 


MiL1TARY matters went on in the ſame dreadful 
manner. The ſtates army was defeated near Boxum 
in Friefland ; but a great rain obliged the enemy to 
abandon the ordnance and baggage they had taken 
yet the whole of that poor province was obliged to 
ſubmit to very heavy contributions, 


Ox the 7th of June, the town of Grave capitulated 
to Parma, and on the arrival of this news at Meegher 
the garrifon quitted it; the caſtle of Batenburg was 
likewiſe taken. Grain being very dear at Antwerpe, 
ſome perſons belonging to the country of Liege, Ju- 


tiers and Cleves, who had collected a large quantity of 


rye, merchandize, &c. left Bois le Duc under a Spaniſh 
convoy; but they fell into the hands of ſome parti- 
zans of the ſtates army, who obtained a very valuable 
booty of coſtly wares, beſides four hundred horſes and 
one hundred and eighty priſoners. 


T..z1cesTERs adminiſtration now went ſo far out of 
the uſual track, that tine ſtates, eſpecially thoſe of 
Holland, ſhewed a great diſcontent at his conduct: He 


began 
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began to fill up the military vacancies himſeif, 
publiſhed pernicious edifts and crdinapces, granted 
civil commiſſions without confulling any one, or te- 
arding the rights and privileges of the people: te 


laid afide the great ſral and uſrd only his own 3; nay, 


he broke the very treaty with the queen his miſtreſs, 
In ſhort, he ated as if ke was the ſole and abfolute 
tyrant of this unhappy country. 


Hz carried this arbitrary humour fo fer, as to 
take into favor one Welch, an Engliſh captain, who 
had formerly betrayed the town and garriſon of Auf 
to the Spaniards, and entered into their fervice ; this 
miſcreant was taken by the earl of Zohenls, ard ſent 
up for tryal, Leiceſter not only excuſed him, but 
immediately gave him a commiſſion in his body 
guard, 


Ar the inſtigation of Ryngoud, he erected a cham- 
ber of finances: This ran much more againſt the in- 
clination of the ſtates than any of his former actions, 
yet aiter much altercation they were obliged to con- 
ſent, and appoint Ryngoud treaſurer cf the ſame. 


UTrEcrT, of all places, had become moſt addict- 
ed to the earl, and in no place had difguſt againſt the 
uſual form of government tak en ſuch root; the cap- 
tains of militia kere, went fo far as to inſiſt on a for- 
mal, uncorditional, and unlimited ſurrender of the 
ſovereignty to the Ergliſh; nay, the council of the 
city were obliged to ſign a writing for that purpoſe, 


Nor was this all: A number of principal perſons, 
as well clergy as ſeculars, were ordered to quit the 
city 


5 


city before ſunſet. and ret ire to neutral places; and 


Nieuwennaar tendered a new and very ſtrict oath of fi 


delity to the deputies of the ſtates, the magiſtrates of 
the city, and the military commanders, the form of 
this oath was, To ihe Univerſal States, to Leiceſter as 
Governor under them, and to Niewwennaar himſelf as the 
Governor's Lieutenant. | 


Azour this time a certain Stephen Paret, was ar- 
reſted at Rotterdam, for mal- practices, in exaſperat - 
ing the populace againſt the ſtates; with this fellow 
were found ſundry ſcandalous papers, deſtructive of 
the peace of the commonwealth. Some of theſe pa- 
pers led to a ſuſpicion of Ryngoud the new treaſurer, 
who was thereupon arreſted, and papers of the like 
import being diſcovered with him, he was put into 
cuſtody of the provoſt general. 


Tux ſtates required the law to proceed againſt him 
and Paret: But the earl was their conſtant advocate. 
and even before his departure to England procured 
Ryngoud his eſcape to Brufſe/s, where he died a pro- 
feſſed papiſt. . 


Wix Leiceſter managed affairs in this rough 
way, the frontiers reſounded with the din of war. 
Parma took firſt the fort, and afterwards the houſe 
ter Well; which was ſurrendered to him by the mu- 
tinous garriſon ; the houſe of Arſen was likewiſe ta- 
ken; next the town of Venlo ſurrendered, and Nays 
was carried by ſtorm, where every male was deſtroy- 
ed: The commanding officer, two of his captains, 
and his chaplain were hung, and the greater part of 


the town burnt. 
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Dux mo the ſiege of Nuys, young prince Mau- 
rits fell into Flanders, ſurprized Axel, and ſeveral! 
block. houſes ; but Parma, on the other hand, ob- 
tained the town of Meurs with the forts of Alfen and 
Cracau, by capitulation; on the 13th of Auguſt, he 
broke ground before Rhynberk, and on the 6th of Sep- 
tember Leiceſter encamped before Elten, inthe dutehy 
of Cleves; his forces conſiſted of near eight thouſand 
foot and fourteen hundred horſe, which was all ke 
could aſſemble. | „ 

PAR MA had about this time completed the trenches 
vetore Rhynberk, where he had twelve thouſand foot 
and three thouſand five hundred hofſe,” with forty 
pieces of heavy ordnance. The arrival of this news 
was enough to fruſtrate all hopes of relieving the 
place by force, it was therefore thought beſt to car- 
ry on the operation by way of diverſion; in conſe- 
quence whereof, Doe/ſburg was attacked and taken on 
the 13th; this was immediately followed by the ſiege 
of Zuiphen, which obliged Parma to turn that of 
Rbynberk into a blockade, and direct his arms to the 
relief of Zutphen ; he contented himſelf, however, by 
throwing in large ſupplies, ro do which, Leiceſter's 
inattention furniſhed him an opportunity. 


Parma, after this, ſent his army into winter-quar- 
ters, and went himſelf to Bruſſels, where he celebrated 
the funeral of his father Octavio Farneſe. duke of 
Parma and Piacenza, who dicd at Parma on the 18tk 


of Septcmber. 


Ox the 21ſt of the ſame month died at Madrid, the 
cardinal Granvelle, of whoſe conduct in the Nether- 


auds mention has been made. £ 
MARCARET 
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MARGARET, natural daughter of Charles V. con- 
ſort to Octavio Farneſe, and formerly governeſs of 
the Netherlands. likewiſe died this year at Ortona, in 


the kingdom of Naples, ſome months before her huf- 
band. 


 LeicesTER's attempt on Zutphen being fruſtrated, 
he broke his army up and came to U!regt, from 
whence he wrote to the Univerſal States, that it be- 
came neceſſary for him to be preſent at the approach- 
ing ſeſſions of parliament, where he iatended to la- 
bour much for the advantage of the United Pro- 
vinces ; on the 6th of November he arrived at the 
Hague, where the ſtates preſented him with a curiouſ- 


ly wrought cup of ſilver, gilt, which with its cover, 
was above the heighth of five feet. 


Tais was, perhaps, done to ſweeten the draught 
which was to ollow ; for the ſtates delivered him a 
memorial, containing fifteen articles, in which they 
demanded redreſs in the adminiſtration of affairs. 


Tals occaſioned a long negociation, attended 
with little effect; and the earl, before the end of this 
year, departed tor and arrived in England, where he 
was received with uncommon marks of favor. 


1587. Tux zd of January, O. S. he wrote a let- 
ter, wherein, notwithſtanding the kind and friendly 
manner with which he was treated at his departure, he 
loaded the ſtates with ſcandalous in vectives; not that 
he had received new matter of diſcontent, but he was 
a weak man, liſtening to all ſorts of rattle, and who- 
eyer ſpoke to him laſt, was maſter of his heart, Th 


ſtates 
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ſtates, to prevent more altercation, paſt over the 
matter without reply: But after very long, earneſt 
and mature conſultation, they ſent an embaſſy to 
England. 


Tux deputies arrived in England on the 2 1ſt of Jan. 
on the 5th of Feb. they had an audience of the queen, 
when, after exto/ling to the ſkies, the great benefits which 
th: Netherlands bad enjoyed from ber, they amplified much 
on the gratitude of the ſtares on that bead, and told ber, 
that they ſtill hoped ber majeſty had farther deliberated on 
their former propoſal, and was ready to accept of the ſove- 
reignty on equitable terms; for they conſidered this as the 
beſt means to extricate the country from its difficulties. They 
then, very conciſely, entered upon the miſmanagement of af- 
fairs, coneluding with a praver, that it might pleaſe ber 
to augment her auxiliary iroops to ten thouſand foot and two 
thouſand cavalry, and that ſhe would likewiſe be graciouſ- 
ly pleaſed to grant them a loan of ſixty thouſand pounds 
fterling, for the purpoſe of levying an army. After this 
diſcourſe, which was pronounced by M. Juſtus Me- 
nin, penſionary of Dordregt, the deputies delivered a 
memorial, wherein the ſituation of affairs was ſet 
forth at large. 


Bur the orator had not yet finiſhed, when evident 
marks of diſpleaſure arole in the queen's counte- 
nance, and ſhe returned him an anſwer, wherein ſhe 
expreſſed her diſcontent againſt the ſtates in very op- 
probrious language. 


THERE is, however, reaſon to believe, that this 
call, wich ſhe ſo copiouſly threw at the deputies, 
was not {o much occaſioned by the miſrepreſentations 


of 
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of Leiceſter and his party, as by the perplexing ſttu- 
ation of her own affairs, it being juſt at the moſt cri- 
tical time of her ſelf-examination with regard to the 
fate of the unhappy Mary queen of Scots. 


THis uncouth behavior of Elizabeth, induced 
the ſtates to draw up a writing, wherein their conduct 
was amply vindicated ; the arrival of ſeveral diſa- 
greeable pieces of intelligence from Netherland, fur- 


niſned them a large field for this purpoſe. 


Licks ER, not only without the conſent, but di- 
rectly againſt the deſign and opinion of the ſtates, 
had given the command of fort Z/ouw, near Bergen op 
Zoom, to one Marchant a French captain. Deventer, 
on account of its nearneſs to the enemy, had its gar- 
riſon reinforced with twelve hundred Iriſh troops, 
and the command of that place was in like manner 
conferred on one Stanley, a popiſh Engliſhman, Row- 
land York, an Engliſh captain, who had already 
proved unfaithful, enjoyed, by a fimilar commiſſion, 
the command of the great fort on the Yeirwe. 


Tux firſt of theſe gentry ſold the place under his 
command for ten thouſand * Guldens, and three 
months pay for his garriſon ; the two others be- 
trayed their truſt in the ſame manner, and the Spa- 
niards obtained theſe three places of conſeouence 
without any loſs or trouble, 


Tux ſtates had now the greateſt reaſons for diſcon- 
tent, and to complain of the carl; they joined the 
new to the old, and ſent him a remonſtrahce, wherein 

» they 
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they earneftly lamented the milerable ſituation, in 
which he had plunged their affairs by his ill conduct, 
io that his authority was much diminiſhed, even a- 
morig his own party. They ſent a duplicate of this 
tetter to the quern, 


THe ſtates, on receiving the news of the loſs of 
thoſe plices, took the brave reſolution to appoint 
young Maurits their governor and captain-general, 
which was directly put in execution, and a new oath 
to him propoſed to the army; which oath none re- 
fuſed to take, except Sonoy governor of North Hol- 
land, who excuſed himſelf with the oath he had taken 
to Leiceſter, and ſhut the gates of Mredenblick againſt 
the prince and the earl of Hobenlo, who went there to 
ſupetſede him in his office. 


Mranwnuilt, the afore mentioned letters were de- 
livered to the queen and Leiceſter: The deputies 
were treated by both with the moſt ſcurrilous lan- 
guage, they had, however, afterwards ſeveral confe- 


rences with the earl and ſome of the privy- council; 


but were diſmiſſed with no other ſatisfaction, than 
T hat the queen had no inclination to accept of the ſovereign- 
ty, nor that ſhe could grant the ſtates any further aſſiſtance 
for the preſent, as being herſe!f on the eve of a war; but 
that ſhe would ſend the lord Buciburſt to enquire into the 
true ſtate of affairs, and afterwards conſider whether foe 
«oould reſend Leiceſier with mare troops. 


Lory Buckhurſt arrived at the Hague, praiſed the 
conduct of the ſtates, and vindicated them in letters 
beth to his miſtrets and the earl. 
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AzovuT this time, Don Antonio, the exiled king of 
Portugal, ſent Diego Barello, to requeſt twenty. four 
ſhips of war to his aſſiſtance from the ſtates; theſs 
they would have gladly ſent him: But however ad- 
vant agebus the propoſals of Batello were, the ſtates 
had fo much to do with themſelves, that they could 
not embrace them. | 


Tre people of the United States were now loaded 
with heavy taxes and duties innumerable ; yer they 
increaſed vaſtly in proſperity and riches, by means of 
their navigation and trade. ALD | 

Tux ſpirit of diſcord, kowever, kept them in con- 
tinual danger; yet their calamities were triflin 
when compared. with thoſe of the provinces who h 


embraced Philip's reconciliation. 


. Here the inhabitants became excluded from all com- 
merce ; their harbors and rivers being cloſed by the ſub- 
jects of the union, while the huſbandman was continu- 
ally harraſſed by the frequent paſſage of armies, who 
commonly lived at diſcretion, and by the irregularitiez 
committed by partiſans and freebooters of both ſides, 


Tris, and the conſtraints in religious matters, 
drove thouſands of families to Holland and Zeeland, 
where it became neceſſary to enlarge the towns, while 
thoſe of Flanders, and the other Spaniſh provinces, 
ran to decay. The open country there became a wil- 
derneſs ; the earth remained untilled, and produced 
nothing but briars and thorns ; the houſes ard barns 
fell down; fences and other land marks periſhed, 


and people could not know their own grounds rom 
TY thoſe 
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thoſe of their neighbours ; whole villages were de- 

2:ted, and became the habitations of wolves: Theſe 
vermine encreaſed ſo much in Brabant and Flanders, 
that not only cattle, but the human race were unſafe, 
even babes were tore out of the cradles, and became 
victims to their voracious appetites, and for about 
two leagues round Gent, in the courſe of one year, 
above an hundred people became a prey to this tru- 
cent enemy. | 


Tu larger bteed of dogs, preſt by hunger, be- 
came almoſt as dangerons, and did incredible damage. 
The rivers Weſer, Elbe and Eems were blocked up 
by ſtates ſhips, ſo that no ſupply could arrive from 
Holland or Zeeland; this cauſed an amazing ſcarcity 
and dearth, rye was ſold at eight hundred“ Guldens a 
laſt +, wheat in proportion; bread was made of beans, 
peas and buckwheat ; turnip peels, the ſtalks of 
cabbages, and other vegetable ſubſtances formerly 
thrown away, were taken from the dunghill and now 
prepared for food; nay, at Bruges a' dead dog fur- 
niſhed a meal to ſeveral people. 


Turs wretched food occaſioned a rage of epidemic 
diftempers, which braught thouſands to a miſerable 
end; yet ſome among the rich took little notice of 
this, and inſtead of alleviating the diſtreſſes of their 
poor neighbours, they increaſed them, by advancing 
the prices of every thing. At Bruſſels, codfiſn were 
fold at twenty-two | Guldens a- piece, and oyſters at 
leven Stuyvers each $. By 


* 333 third dollars. 

+ 81 buſhels, which is above four dollars per buſhel. 

+ 9 1 ixth deilars: The price of a good one wa; commonly 
from 25, to 35, lay.ul money. Or ſeven for a dollar, 


is 
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By this means, nobles and prineipal citizens, who 
had large families to maintain, and lived by their 
rents, were reduced to extreme poverty ; and, it has 
been remarked, that ſome faſhionable people, who 


were commonly apparelled in ſilks and velvets ſallied 
forth to beg bread in the dark. 


Bur as neceſſity creates induſtry and invention, 
they at laſt found means to prevent the irregularities 
of the military; and when once the fields became 
cultivated a- new, they repaid with intereſt, for, not 
only the crops were immenſe, but the flour was un- 


commonly nutritive, and grain fell in its price from 


twenty to one, _ 


Bur to reaſſure the thread of our narrative: It 
was happy for the Netherlands that Parma got much 
to do in aſſiſting the leaguers in France; yet, as has 
been obſerved, the frequent treaſons having put him 
in poſſeſſion of ſundry places, he did not neglect to 
add force to art: He firſt took fort Blankenberg, and 
next inveſted Sluys; during the ſiege of which, trea- 
ſon put one of his commanders in poſſeſſion of Guel- 
der. 

Parnce Maurits and general Hohenlo made an in- 
road into Brabant, in hopes, that pity on the open 
country might induce Parma to quit the ſiege: They 
burnt ſeveral villages and hamlets, plundered the 
caſtles of Loon and Boxtel; but the approach of the 
Spaniards obliged them to retire. 


LEICESTER ſent a fleet of ſome ſhips of war, and 
about eighty tranſports to the aſſiſtance of Sie, and 
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after wards appeared in perſon with about ſixty more 
before the inlet; but nothing was done, and the earl ſoon 
quitting his ſtation, the town capitulated to the duke, 


On the 6th of Auguſt, a treaſonable plot was re- 
vealed at Leyden, where they intended, not only in imi- 
tation of Utrept, to baniſh their beſt citizens, but like- 
wile to change the magiſtracy, by putting foreigners 
in their room. This timely diſcovery being made, 
the guards were doubled, and the matter ſubſided for 
the preſent. 


Phil ir ſeeing that he could not ſubdue Netherland 
by force of arms, tried to lull the ſtates aſleep by of- 
fers of peace. The queen of England, with all her 
ſagacity, did not obſeive that king's wiles, and en- 
deavoured to perſuade them to a reconciliation, Lei- 
ceſter now returned, uſed every argument to bring it 
about; but his endeavouis proved fruitleſs ; and the 
ſtates cauſed great quantities of the medal ſtruck in 
1581, to be diſperſed every where. 


Tux differences hetween Leiceſter and the ſtates 
encreaſed apace, and were not to be removed, not- 
withſtanding the latter gave up many points, and 
were induced to bear numerous indignities, becauſe 
England was the only place from whence aſſiſtance 
could be expected; but all was fruitleſs, and he 
even proceeded ſo far as to frame a plan for carrying 
off Mr. John Van Oldenbarnevelt, advocate-genera! 
of Holland and Weſt. Friefand, together with prince 
Mautits, and ſome other members of government. 


In this dreadful] dilemma, many of the moſt hearty 


friends to their country, as well magiſtrates as others, 
food 


1 


food aghaſt, endeavouring in vain to divine the end 
of all this diſorder. 


Many zealous Proteſtants, deluded by the earl's 
appearance of attachment to that do@rine, ſpoke 
much in his favour, and broke out in bitter invec- 
tives againſt the ſtates, The turbulent and factious, 
with every other kind of miſcreants, who hoped to 


get by this unhappy diſſention, did not fail of adding 
fuel to the fire, pi 


Srbrriox ran ſo high at Ainſterdam, that the magi- 
ſcrates cauſed a board to be affixed to the door of the 


council-houſe, whereon ſtood words to the following 
purpoſe: 


AvaunrT ſedition! Faction ſhun this ground | 
Or elſe our cannon ſhall thy pride confound, 


Axp ſome braſs artillery was placed before the 
door, 


Tux earl, after having been at Utrzgt, came to Am- 
fteraam on the 3d of Auguſt. From what has been 
ſaid, it may be preſumed, that at this place people 
had no good eye upon him, and that the magiſtrates 
were well on their guard; he had been here the pre- 
ceding year, but the exact time when to expect him 
now, was not known, and no notice was obtained of 
his journey, until he was on the road, fur which rea- 
jon the neceſſary preparations were made in a hurry, 
The day after his arrival he was entertained by the 
memvers of the city court martial. After the cir- 
culation of a plentiful and frequent glaſs, his ſecre- 
tary Burggraaf began to ſound theinclinations of thoſe 
preſent, to know whether they might be Vs. 
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ſeize on the magiſtrates; he aſked plainly, that whilſt 
the earl remained in town, the town-major ſhould 
come every evening to take parole and counterſign 
from him, inſtead, as uſual, from the preſiding ma- 
giſtrate or commanding officer of the militia ; what 
might be intended by this may be gueſſed : But Pe- 
ter Corneliſſon, one of the acting burgomaſters, and 
firſt colonel of the city militia, unexpectedly entered 
the room, and hearing this propoſal, vehemently ex- 
claimed, Do not preſume men to make any alteration in 
this matier : None but ibe legiflature can do it: I warn 
you therefore to be prudent in your proceedings, This 
made every body conſider what they were about. 
The attempt became abortive, and they departed 
quietly, which happened well for them, becauſe a 
company of armed men lay concealed behind the Ar- 
ras ; theſe had orders at the firſt beginning of any 


diſturbance, co ſingle out the ear} and not ſuffer him 
to eſcape. 


Tuis conduct was occaſioned, by the certain know- 
ledge of his intention to inflict an ignominious death 
on fourteen of the principal aſſertors of liberty in that 
City, a liſt of whoſe names had been given in to him, 


When he ſaw things run ſo contrary to his expec- 
tations he decamped early next morning, and with 
great privacy returned to Utregt; from thence he 
went to Hoorn, with an intention to ſeize on Enkbuy- 
zen, in order, as he expreſſed it, To gain the chape! 
fince be miſſed the church: But the magiſtrates of this 
chapel ſent him a deputation, who very earneſtly made 
him ſuch propoſals, and explained him ſuch intenti- 


Ons, 
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ons, that fearing to looſe the little authority he had 


left, he went to Meedenblick, intending to croſs over 
into Frięſlaud; but the deputies of the ſtates of that 
province wrote him a very polite letter, wherein they 
diſſuaded him from the voyage, and acquainted him 
that they had depoſed Aitzema, the preſident of the 
council, who was of his faction. This prevented his 
intended journey, 


Ox the 2d of October, four meddling prieſts of the 
earl's faction, appeared in the aſſembly of the ſtates, 
and, in the name of the Reformed and Waloon 
churches of South and North-Holland, delivered a me- 
mortal and petition, requeſting the ſtates to come to 
the ſalutary reſolution of a ſpeedy reconciliation with 
Leiceſter, and to prevent a further breach with the 
queen and his highneſs. 


AT firſt the ſtates made a gentle reply, as promiſ- 
ing that the petition ſhould be noticed; but after 
ſome days the advocate general told them, That their 
memorial contained nothing but what their lords, the 
ſtates, were well acquainted with; nay, that they knew 
much more,and that the ſaid lords, had the intereſt of their 
country as much at heart as the petitioners poſſibly could, 
and that they intended carefully to promote its welfare; 
for this reaſon the petitioners would do well to return home, 
and leave the lords to direft matters themſelves. About 
the ſame time, fix deputies of the ſtates of Utreg?, de- 
livered a memorial to the ſtates of Holland, wherein 
with a very exuberant ſhew of words, and an abun- 
dance of ſophiſms, they endeavoured to move that 
body to give Leiceſter ample ſatisfaction, me 2 

| clude 
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cluded with requeſtiag a ſpecdy and favorable an- 
ſwer. 


Tux ſtates of Holland, on account cf the turbulen- 
cy of the times, and eſpecially by reaſon of the earl's 
journey to North- Holland; made choice of Haarlem, an 


incloſed town, to hold their meetings at. 


Ar preſent they were fully employed in anſwering 
the ſeveral vexatious memor:als and petitions, with 
which they had been ſo amply teazed. 


LeicesTEeR had preferred a remonſtrance againſt 
Hohenlo, importing, that this chief had attempted for- 
cibly to diſlodge tome Engliſh troops, which by his, 
the earl's orders, had debarked in order to refreſh at 
Maaſland, Manflanifiuys and Do!fshaven ; the ſtates 
on the 16th of October anſwered him, that his com- 
plaint appeared ro be groundlr{s, tor that after the 
molt exact inquiry, they covid not find the ſmalleſt 
evidence to ſupport ſuch a charge; that they there- 
fore ſuppoſed that he had obtained his information 
through the channel of ſome turbulent, ſeditious and 
factious perfons, with Which the country unhappily 
abounded, 


Tre ſame day they publiſhed a pamphlet, being a 
more particular declaration concerning a repreſentati- 
on (of the earl's miſconduct in ſeveral matters,) which 
. had been delivered to him on the goth of Auguſt, 
and which he had anſwered on the iſt of September, 
by notes on the fame paper, 

A SECOND pamphlet appeared, wherein the ſtates, 
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na COncie and undeniable mannes, proved the en. 
ment 
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joyment and exerciſe of their rights and authority; 
even from the time of remote ages. 


A Thb, contained an anſwer to a certain remonf. 
trance, which Leiceſter on the 7th of September, de- 
livered to the univerſal ſtates at Dordregt. 


Tur fame day, the ſtates cauſed a written anſwer to 
be drawn, to the aforementioned memorial of the 
church- men; and copies of it were ſent to the magiſ- 
trates, of all the towns in Holland and Vt Þriefland, 
who were charged to ſummon their clergy before them, 
and deliver them the ſaid written anſwer; at the ſame 
time charging them to exhort their congregations 
to peace and unity: And in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
ſtrictly enjoin the ſaid clergy to employ themſelves, 
in teaching and preaching, leaving the conduct of 
civil government to the ſtates and magiſtrates. 


Bur this way of reply cauſed ill blood among the 
doctors, who thought themſelves entitied to more 
reſpect, and pretended that they were uſed too rough- 
ly, on account of ſo reſpectful a petition. 


THE memorial of the ſtates of Utregi was likewiſe 
anſwered ; not by ſending a depuration of ſeveral of 
the members of the ſtates of Holland, but by a ſimple 
meſſenger only. 


Tuts anſwer was {o worded, that it cauſed great 
diſguſt in the magiſtrates of Utregt, who were Leiceſ- 
ter's creatures to a man; andProunink,atorementioned, 
their preſident, | 


Tacsz eauſed therefore a reply to ſaid anſwer to 
be 


111 :::4 


ve printed, and ſent copies to the great council and 
court of Holland. 


To this reply was added by way of appendix, a 
friendly exhortation, addreſſed to the ſtates, magiſ- 
trates and good community of the Netherlands. 


Tux ſtates of Holland, did not think it worth while 
to publiſh a rejoinder to this; but profeſſed great 
content, on account that the concluſion of the pam- 
phlet contained a declaration, of an intention to ad- 
here ſtrictly to the union. 


Trey had likewiſe the fatisfa&tion to find, that this 
pamphlet had made a very ample diſcovery of che 
cabals of the foreigners, who were placed at the 
helm at Utregt; by which and ſeveral other means, 
the deſigns of Leiceſter became daily more evident. 


DuRixG this wordy war, a ſedition was planned at 
Leyden, which was chiefly carried on by ſome Bra- 
banders and Flemings, who had taken ſhelter there, 
and had been moſt amicably received by the magiſ- 
trates, 


Tr1s was the lait crop produced, before Leiceſter's 
departure, from the ſeeds ſown by him ; but a timely 
diſcovery of the conſpiracy prevented any other miſ- 
chief, but what happened to the conſpirators them- 
felves, ſome of whom were hanged. 


LricksrER's ambition now became ſo evident, that all 
Europe was convinced of it; and the queen his miſtreſs, 
on the report of lord Buckhurſt who was not a great 
admirer of the earl, recalled him to give an account 


of 


— 
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of his conduct in the Netherlands ; but though ſhe 
afforded him a powerful protection, yet ſhe obliged 
him to ſurrender his government of that country. 


1588, Ir the Netherlands, by his departure, found 
themſelves delivered from an evident and dreadiul 
danger, they were again threatened by another not 
leſs trremeadous ; this was the extravagant armament 
which Philip was preparing in Spain, to revenge the 
injury done him by the crown of England, in affiiting 
his revolted ſubjects. 


Tris naval force, which was equipped in all the 


ports of Spain and Haly, within Philip's dominion, 


conſiſted of one hundred and forty ſhips, moſt of 
them of an incredible ſize, the heavineis of which 
conttibuted not a little to their own deſtruction ; a- 
mong them were a great number of Galeaſſes, which 
ca: ried three or four hundred rowers : The ſeamen, 
to the number of ten thouſand, were a garbling trom 
among all nations; and twenty thouſand troops, with 
a great number of the principal nobility of Spain, as 


volunteers, completed this armament, ſo that on board 


of the largeſt ſhips, from eight hundred to a thau— 
ſand people were crowded, The command of this 
fleet was given to Don Alphonſo Perez Guſman, 
duke of Medina Sidonta. 


Nor only the deſire of conqueſt and plunder, but 
even tne certainty of it was ſo great, that the offices, 
eftates and principal dwellings were diitrihuted he- 
fore- hand; and it is certain, that after the deſtruction 
of the fleet, our people found a number of haters, 
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ve printed, and ſent copies to the great council and 
court of Holland. 


To this reply was added by way of appendix, a 
friendly exhortation, addreſſed to the ſtates, magiſ- 
trates and good community of the Netherlands. 


Tux ſtates of Holland, did not think it worth while 
to publiſh a rejoinder to this; but profeſſed great 
content, on account that the concluſion of the pam- 
phlet contained a declaration, of an intention to ad- 
here ſtrictly to the union. 


Trey had likewiſe the ſatisfaction to find, that this 
pamphlet had made a very ample diſcovery of the 
cabals of the foreigners, who were placed at the 
helm at Utregt; by which and ſeveral other means, 
the deſigns of Leiceſter became daily more evident. 


DuRixG this wordy war, a ſedition was planned at 
Leyden, which was chiefly carried on by ſome Bra- 
banders and Flemings, who had taken ſhelter there, 
and had been moſt amicably received by the magiſ- 
trates. 


Tr1s was the laſt crop produced, before Leiceſter's 
departure, from the ſeeds ſown by him ; but a timely 
e of the conſpiracy prevented any other miſ- 
chief, but what happened to the conſpirators them- 
felves, ſome of whom were hanged. 


Lr1cesTER's ambition now became ſoevident, that all 
Europe was convinced of it; and the queen his miſtreſs, 
on the report of lord Buckhurſt who was not a great 
admirer of the earl, recalled him to give an account 


of 
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of his conduct in the Netherlands ; but though ſhe 
afforded him a powerful protection, yet ſhe obliged 
him to ſurrender his government of that country. 


1588. Ir the Netherlands, by his departure, found 
themſelves delivered from an evident and dreadful 
danger, they were again threatened by another not 
leſs tremendous; this was the extravagant armament 
which Philip was preparing in Spain, to revenge the 
injury done him by the crown of England, in aſſiſting 
his revolted ſubjects. 


Tris naval force, which was equipped in all the 


ports of Spain and Haly, within Philip's dominion, 


conſiſted of one hundred and forty ſhips, moſt of 
them of an incredible ſize, the heavineis of which 
conttibuted not a little to their own deſtruction; a- 
mong them were a great number of Galeaſſes, which 
ca: ried three or four hundred rowers : The ſeamen, 
to the number of ten thouſand, were a garbling trom 
among all nations; and twenty thouſand troops, with 
a great number of the principal nobility of Spain, as 


volunteers, completed this armament, ſo that on board 


of the largeſt ſhips, from eight hundred to a thau— 
ſand people were crowded, The command of this 
fleet was given to Don Alphonſo Perez Guſman, 
duke of Medina Sidonta. 


Nor only the deſire of conqueſt and plunder, but 
even the certainty of it was ſo great, that the offices, 
eftates and principal dwellings were diltributed be- 
fore- hand; and it is certain, that after the deſtruct ion 
of the fleet, our people found a number of halters, 
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with other inſtruments of murder and thrall, which 
they had prepared for the vanquiſhed. 


ABourT the goth of May, theſe ſhips aſſembled at 
Liſben, and ſailed from the Tagus, but were ſoon diſ- 
perſed by a violent ſtorm ; and after arriving at their 
rendezvous in the harbour of Gallicia, they had loſt 
three ſhips, which were ſtranded on the coaſt of 
France, by the galley- ſlaves, who, during the ſtorm, 
had recovered their liberty, Tothe duke of Parma 
the chief command of this expedition was entruſted ; 
and happily for the Netherlands: For, during the cala- 
mitous and treacherous adminiſtration of Leiceſter, 
that general would have infallibly carried his maſter's 
point, but this new commiſſion cauſed him, af- 
ter the taking of S/zys, to occupy himſelf with fitting 
out a fleet of twenty-eight ſhips of war, and near 
four hundred flat-bottomed boats; this he did in 
Flanders. | 


In the ſame province, he had aſſembled his army 
of above thirty-two thouſand troops of horſe and 
foot, and employed them in making ſome new canals 
to facilitate the tranſportation of ſtores and proviſi- 
ons to the ſea- ports. He pretended that theſe great 
preparations were intended againſt Zeeland. 


In Holland an unpardonable negligence reigned, 
yet not ſo great as in England. The Netherlanders 
aſſembled their fleet, and kept Parma blocked up in 
Dunkir#, and other ports of Flanders; whereas Eliza- 
beth, with all her cunning, gave not the leaſt credit 
to the many remonſtrances of danger which were 
made to her ; but when 1t appeared that Parma had 

recruited 
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recruited his army, and remained quiet without 
ſuing his feigned attempt on Zeeland, ſhe began 
miſtruſt the Spaniſh deſigns, and to be ſenſible of the 
approaching danger, 


Taz firſt fruits of this, was the ſubſidence of all 
differences between Elizabeth and the ſtates, ſhe 
bezan immediately to arm, and firſt manned the banks 
of the Thames, by a body of newly and ſuddenly 
raiſed troops, many of them preſſed; all ſuſpected 
perſons were by her ſhut up in places of ſafety ; her 
fleet, which conſiſted in a great meaſure of ſhips hired 
of her ſubjects, was divided into two ſquadrons; the 
command of the lighter veſſels was given to Sey- 
mour, with orders to cruize between the Douns and 
the North-Foreland. 


Tux larger veſſels were moſtly ſhips that had juſt 
returned from the Bay of Biſcay, to take in a new 
ſupply of proviſions and ammunition ; they were 
about one hundred in number, and ordered to re- 
main at Plymouth, under the command of Charles 
lord Howard as admiral, and fir Francis Drake as 
vice-admiral. 


A MEDAL was ſtruck and diſtributed, on one fide 


of which were repreſented two plowing oxen, one 
marked with the arms of Netherland, and the other 
thoſe of England, with theſe words: 


TRAHITO quo jugo, i. e. Draw equally. 


On the other ſide, were two earthen pots, floating 
on an agitated ſea, with this motto: 


FRANGIMUR. 
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FRANOIMUR, / collidimur. 
f. e. If we ſtrike together, we muſt break: 


T'n1s Spaniſh invincible Armada, as it was vainly 
called, which was enough at that time to terrify all 
Europe, had already approached the coaſt of Eugland, 
when the queen, moved by talſe information, wrote 
to the lord Howard, that ſhe had received certain no- 
tice, that the fleet would not come, or at leaſt that its 
coming, would be retarded yet for a conſiderable time, 
and therefore ordered him to diſarm his largeſt ſhips : 
But this order was hardly complied with, when, on 
the zoth of July, the Armada appeared off the har- 
bout, and Howard had hard work to re-afſemble his 
Ciſbanded people. Sidonia, however, by too ſtrict 
an adherence to the letter of his in ſtructions, commit- 
ted as great a miſtake; for, had he made an imme- 
diate attack, England would have been in great dan- 
ger; but his orders being not to proceed to action, 
until a junction was effected between him and Par- 
ma, that kingdom eſcaped a great deal of miſery. 


Hcwanp having again apparelled his ſquadron, 
came our of the harbour with a contrary wind, 
and immediately attacked the Spaniards, of whom 
they had a great advantage in failing, by means 
whereof they barraſſed the enemy much. The Eng- 
liſh, who were in the beginning of the attack few in 
number being reinforced, divided themſelves into ſe- 
veral ſmall ſquadrons and ſurrounded their enemy, 
whoſe unwieldy ſhips became to mal- treated, that 
many lay helpleſs. Here the brave Drake ſignalized 


himſelf in an extraordinary manner; a very large 
galleon, 


1 


galleon, on board of which was the ſecond in command, 
was taken, and fifty thouſand “ ducats of the king's 
money in it: Another ſhip, on which was a Nether- 
landiſh gunner, was blown up in the following man- 
ner; this man was abuſed and called a traitor, be- 
cauſe the ſhot from the Spaniard did not do as much 
execution as they wiſhed for; our gunner being 
piqued at this treatment, ran to the magazine and 
fired it; he had, however, the good fortune to eſcape 
with lite, 


A LARGE ſhip being diſabled, ſtranded near Calais, 
where ſoon after the whole fleet came to an anchor, 
intending to hold council with Parma, and to aſſiſt 
him in coming out; but the Engliſh converted eigh- 
teen of their worſt bottoms into fireſnips, and with a 
favourable wind and tide, ſent them among the Spa- 
nith fleet. Theenemy affrighted, began to recollect the 


affair of deſtroying Parma's bridge, and called, The 


fire ! the fire of Antwerpe! Many were burnt, others 
franded, and as they all cut their cables, ſome got 
out to fea, but deſtruction now became their common 
fate; a great number of the fugitives ſurrendered, 
two or three were funk, two very large Portugueſe 


galleons were drove into the #/74/ings, and afterwards 


ca the ſhore near Blankenberg, whereof one was taken 
by the Vliſſingers, the other ſurrendered to captain 
Peter Vander Does, an extraordinary large pendant, 
which was found among the booty, was by that com- 
mander hung up in the church at Loden. 
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Mixa remained dangling about the coaſts of 
Holland and Friefland, All the ſhips that could not 
keep way with the body of the fleet were abandoned; 
but perceiving that want of powder obliged the Eng- 
Iiſh to quit the purſuit, he ſhaped his courſe for Yar- 


mouth, where he ſtill remained for two weeks, wait- 
ing for Parma. 


Tais general endeavoured to drive the ſtates ſhips 
off, and made a furious but fruitleſs attack on them. 
Medina finding that Parma did not appear, loſt 
ali hopes ; he had already loſt ten or twelve of his 
firſt rates, and above five hundred men. The Eng- 
liſn had again ſupplied their want of powder and re- 
newed their attack, ftill diminiſhing his fleet; thus 
he was at laſt forced to draw off, intending to go 
north about to Spain; but being overtaken by a very 
violent ſtorm, he loſt thirty-two ſhips, which were ei- 
ther drove aſhore on the Iriſh coaſt or taken; two 
more were carried by the gale to Norway, and there 
periſhed ; many others were never heard of. In this 
laſt miſhap above ten thouſand lives were loſt ; thir- 
ty tranſports and one inferior ſized ſhip of war, were 
all that arrived in Spain, and even then two of them 
took fire and were burnt in the harbour. 


Tux Engliſh loſt not one ſhip of conſequence and 
not above an hundred men, ſeamen and marines. 


Tux Spaniſh fleet had on board two thouſand five 
hundred braſs cannon beſides their proper iron artille- 
ry, and were abundantly ſupplied with neceſſaries 
for ſix months. The king was at the daily charge of 
thirty thouſand * ducats for this armament, 
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Sixrus V. had fortified this fleet with his fpiritual 
treaſures, promiſing forgiveneſs of fins to thoſe who 
embarked in it; he excommunicated the queen, ab- 
ſolved her ſubjects from their allegiance ; aſſured the 
Joys cf heaven to whoever would deprive her of life, 
giving her kingdom to the conqueror, with many 


other childiſh anathematas, the fooliſh invention of 


the dark ages. 


Bur the hand of the lord manifeſted it ſelf in the 
delivery of England and the Netherlands, which their 
enemies were fully ſenſible of Medina Sidonia, ſay- 
ing, That his orders from the king were to fight his en- 
emies, but that be had no commiſſion to engage the 
elements. ; 


A pay of general thankſgiving was appointed and 
obſerved, in both the reſcued ſtates. 


Philip received the news of this terrible deſtructi- 
on Whillt he was writing a letter, and laying down 
the pen, with the utmoſt extent of Spaniſh gravity, 
and affectation of magnanimity, he exclaimed, I 
thank God, that I know the means of fittting out another 


fleet. 


Bur his ſubjects could not bear it in the ſame 
rhodomontading manner, all the kingdom refounded 
with the cry of mourning, there was not a noted 
family in all Spain that had not loft a relation. 


Philir could not bear theſe lamentations, being 
deſirous ſpeedily to bury the great event into oblivi- 
on, and to furniſh as little matter of rejoicing to his 
enemies as poſſible, he iſſued an edit, prohibiting 

the 
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the wearing of mourning. At Liſbon, where people 
had but juſt ſubmitted to the Spaniſh yoke, a rich 
merchant was executed tor having betrayed his ſatiſ- 
faction at the calamity. 


As a token how fure Philip was of triumph, his 
flags diſplayed the following oſtentatious inſcription : 


Tu qui Romanas voluiſte ſpernere leges, 
Hiſpano diſces, ſubdere colla jugo. 


In Engliſh thus : 


For that the Romiiſh laws thou heldſt in ſcorn, 
The Spaniſh yoke ſhall on thy neck be borne, 


T hus paraphraſed in England : 


Tu qui divinas voluiſte ſpernere leges, 
Famineo diſcis ſubdere colla juga. 


In Engliſh : 


For that God's law by you is held in ſcorn, 
A woman's yoke ſhall on thy neck be borne. 


Panwa ſeeing himſelf baſed in this naval project, 
turned his arms againſt Bergen op Zoom. Ter Tolen, 
a city and iſland in Zeeland, is very adyantageouſly 
ſituated to aſſiſt Bergen in times of danger; this Par- 
ma knew and to prevent ſupplies coming from that 
quarter, ſent Montigny and Octavius earl of Mans- 
feld, to ſeize on that place by ſuprize, theſe generals 
pretending to move towards Heuſden arrived very un- 
expectedly with eight hundred troops oppoſite te 
Ter Tolen, intending to paſs the ſhoals, and get over on 


the 


1 
the Zeeland ſhore before any news of their intention 
could reach there, 


Bur having miſtaken the time of tide they loſt 
their foothold on the ſlippery banks, many were 
trowned and the remainder fo roughly handled by the 
earl of Solms, that ſcarce one halt eſcaped with life. 


Itx was neceſſary for Parma to ſeize two forts, ſitu- 
ate between the town of Bergen and the river Scheld, 
before he could attempt any thing on the place itſelf. 


An Engliſh lieutenant, a priſoner, promiſed to put 


of one them into the duke's power. Parma, in hopes of 
ſucceſs, ſent him with fave hundred men to effect his 
intention; and, to take away all appearance of de- 
ceit in the lieutenant, he was kept pinioned. The 
garriſon obtained intelligence of this buſineſs, and 
opened the gates at the Engliſhman's call; when, 
throwing aſide his feigned bands, he was taken from 
his protectors, who began a furious aſſault, in which 
they were ſupported by Parma ; but he was obliged 
to retire with the loſs of about eight hundred men, 
which made him quit the ſiege. 


Tuis town, with its territory, being an ancient 
marquiſate, was, together with ſome other eſtates be- 
longing to diſaffected lords, by the ſtates grant- 
ed to prince Maurits, in compenſation for the loſs of 
that part of his patrimony which the Spaniards had 


ſequeſtered. 


Ox the 4th of September died, that great enemy 
of the Union, Robert Dudley, earl of Leiceſter. 


[I Bowy, 
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Bon x, after a long fiege, was taken by the prince 
of Chimay, as pretended, for the benefit of the elector 
of Cologn ; but a ſtrong Spaniſn garriſon was left in 
the place. Beſore the end of the year, the town of 
FWagtendonk, in Upper Gelria, on the river Niers, ſur- 
rendered by capitulation to the earl of Mansfe!d. 


1589, In the beginning of this year, the ſtates ſuf- 
fered a ſevere misfortune by the loſs of the town of 
Geertruydenberg. Its garriſon had mutinied in autumn 
paſt, and was befieged by Maurits; but Parma agreed 
to give the mutineers fifteen months pay, and came 
to their relief, wherein he ſucceeded, ' 


Ex coux AED by this ſucceſs, Parma ſent Charles 
earl of Mangſteld againſt Heuſden. During the ſiege, 
Mansfield made an attempt to ſurprize Bommel; 
his tools within, being diſcovered and puniſhed, he 
proceeded with more vigour in the ſiege of the for- 
mer place and was baffled in that too, by a conſider- 
able body of troops from the neighbouring garriſons, 
who forced their way through his lines, and entered 
the town with a great ſupply of neceſſaries; but the 
cowardice of Sydenborg put Mansfield in poſſeſſion of 
the caſtle of Heel, in the diſtrict of Bommel. 


A SPaNnisH regiment mutinied, and Mansfield quel- 
led the ſedition, though with great peril, after which 
he proceeded to the ſiege of Rynberg, in the electorate 
of Cologn. 


ParMa failed in an attempt on Loeveſteyn; but 
earl Louis of Naſſau obtained a number of forts in 
the province of Groningen, 

The 
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Tux Engliſh attempted to reinſtate Don Antonio, 


the fugitive king bf Portugal, and failed. Corunna was 
taxcn and burnt. Liſbon was beſieged, but againſt 
tle advice of Antonio abandoned. The fleet return- 
ed tome with a rich booty; yet of thirteen thouſand 
prone that left England, ſcarcely ſix thouſand re- 
turned, | 


Tux brave brigadier Schenk, having haſtily aſſem- 
bled the troops under his command, built a fort on 
the banks of the Rhine, not far from the town of 
Rees, The enemy uſed their v:moſt efforts to pre- 
vent this, hut in vain; it ſerved as a place of arms, 
and a magazine to receive ſupplies by land, which 
were from hence ſent by water into the beſieged town 
of Ryngerg, 


SCHENK hearing that Verdugo expected a large 
ſupply of troops and money to Frieſtand, he watched 
them cloſely, and by a forced march overtook them 
on L:ipheath, where he forced them to abandon the mi- 
litary cheſt. 


Trxst ſmiles of fortune, emboldened him to un- 
dertake the ſurprize of Nimweegen ; in this he not on- 
ly failed, but it coſt him his life. Having ſent a body 
of troops to break into a houſe which had a door 
opening on the river Waa!, they miftook the right, 
and proceeded to a ſimilar building, where the inha- 
bitants were employed in the celebration of a nuptial : 
This cauſed an immediate alarm, and the aſſailants 
were killed. Schenk ſtood on the ſhore waiting the 
ſucceſs of his plan, when his ill luck would have it, 


that the ſhipping that lay in reſerve to ſecure his re- 
treat, 
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treat, were for the moſt part drove below the town, 
and the few boats that remained, were ſo crowded by 
the fugitive adventurers, that they ſunk, ard almoit 
all the troops, together with their valiant commander, 
periſhed in the ſtream. 


Tu remainder of Schenk's troops were joined to 
the earl of Valtenſteyn's command, which was ſent to 
raiſe the ſiege of Rynberg. 


THE marquis of Varrabon, the king's lieutenant in 
Gelderland, purſued this detachment ; bur fir Francis 
Vere, with two companies of Engliſh, had the rear- 
guard, with which he faced and attacked the purſu- 
ers, this brought on a general action, wherein the 
enemy loſt a great number of men, ten pair of co- 
lours, one ſtandard and a vaſt many horſes were taken. 


Tux victors arrived before-Rynberg, and being fa- 
vored by a ſally of the beſieged, they ſucceeded in 
throwing great ſupplies into the town; but the 
great diſtance that Rynberg lay from Holland, rendered 


all further ſuccours very precarious and almoſt im- 
practicable. 
1590. In the beginning of tl:is year, the garriſon 


of Rynberg capitulated on very honourable terms, af- 
ter having coſt Parma a multitude of troops and a 


great quantity of treaſure, 
MavkiTs planned the ſurprize of Breda, in which 
he ſucceeded on the 218k of February, by the follow- 
ing manoeuvre : 7 | 
CayTain Charles de Heraugiere, who firſt propoſed 


it to Maurits, took the command on this occaſion, 
and 
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and choſe Lambert Charles for his ſecond; theſe two 
men, with ſeventy choſen youths, embarked on board 
of a turt-droger, the maſter of which, Adriaan van 
Bergen, offered his ſervice; This man had been long 
employed in carrying fuel to the citadel; he told He- 
raugiere, that the garriſon had become ſo familiarized 
with him, that they had lately ſuffered him always to 
paſs and repaſs without ſearching, that therefore an 
excellent opportunity offered by means of his ſhip, to 
introduce a few troops into the fort ; accordingly, 
the captain and his ſeventy were concealed in the 
hold, under a falſe deck on which the fuel was flow- 
ed, Van Bergen's courage failing, he truſted the 
care of the ſhip to three ot his nephews who uſually 
went with him. Contrary winds and froſt expoſed 
the ſoldiers to much hunger and cold, which obliged 
them to come aſhore to warm and retreſh themſelves, 
during which time another of the ſkippers loſt his re- 
ſolution; this was on a Monday, but on the Friday 
tollowing, the two other boatmen conducted the ſhip 
within the lock before the citadel, where it got 
aground, and being damaged by the ice. it took in 
a great deal of water, We may judge of the plight 
our knights-errant were in, but it was now too late 
to retract. Next morning, the flood ſet their bark 
afloat, and the leak cloſed of itſelf. After they had 
got within the booms, a corporal came to viſit the 
' ſhip, who contented himſelf with juſt entering the 
cabbin; while he was there, the boatmen kept the 
pump going for fear of ſome of the troops betraying 
the ſecret by coughing ; after this the ſoldiers of the 


garriſon drew the ſhip, which was much beſet with 
; Ice, 
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ice, up to the wharff, and there being a great want 
of fuel, they proceeded immediately to diſcharg2 ber, 
| when the falſe deck was near being expoſed, the 
ſkipper pretended to be in want of reit, and gave the 
carriers ſome money, telling them, They bad labonred 
enough for this evening, they might go and tate a drink, 
For it would be eaſy to diſcharge the whole on the worrow. 
The carriers went off well pleaſed ; and a fervant of 
the commanding officer came on board, complain- 
ing of the badges of the fuel, which was not fo 
good as formerly; the ſkipper anſwered, Never mind, 
man, the beſt lies under; 1 bave reſerved thai on purpoſe 
for your maſter. 


Ar ſhutting of the gates, ore of the ſkippers went 
to the Klundert, an iſland near the town where Mau- 
rits was poſted, with ſome troops, to wait the event 
of this adventure; on being apprized of the ſucceſs 
hitherto, he prepared to attack the town as ſoon as 
the appointed ſignal ſhould be made. 


ABovurT eleven at night, our ſecond Sinon and his 
adventurers ſallied forth from this imprevement on 
the Trojan Horſe. During their debarkation, the 
pumps were again jogged, the din whereof deceived 
the ears of the guard, who were ſurprized and killed. 
Our heroes purſued this a:lvantage properly, and 
ſoon ſpread terror and confuſion through the Spaniſh 
quarters, which was not a little increaſed by the ab- 


{ence of their governor. 


Tux city militia attempted to break into the caſtle, 
but they were ſo roughly uſed by Heraugiere's choſen 


few, that they were glad to retire, - 
Are | HonewLo, 
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Honzxro, with a part of Maurits army, now ap- 
peared and entered through ſome' palliſadoes, which 


his people cut down for that purpoie 3 whereupon 


the Spaniards, who yet remained on the defenſive, ca- 
pitulated, 


MavuriTs himſelf came next with the reſidue of 
his army, and from the citadel ſummoned the place; 
whereupon the frightened inhabitants ſurrendered, 
and ranſomed their town for two months pay of the 
prince's army. The whole loſs on this occaſion was 
one of Heraugiere's men, who fell over-board and 
was drowned in the debai kation. 


Mavarts immediately made his triumphal entry 
into the iaheritance of his fathers. The citizens took 
the oath of allegiance to their rightful lord. Herau- 
giere was promoted to the government of the town 
and barony. His followers were ſome preferred to 
poſts of honour, and others received cuitly preſents ; 
even the turf-ſhip was laid up and kept in neat re- 
pair, in gratitude for their ſeveral ſervices; and the 
fates appointed a day of gencral thankſgiving and 


rejoicing. 


Tuts ſtroke was like an approximate thunder-cfap 
to Parma : He ſent Mansfield to regain the place, but 
his attempts were vain. Maurits knew howto keep the 
enemy in perpetual ſuſpence, and at laſt by a feint on 
Nimweegen,orew h15antagonilt's attention wholely from 
Breda. This feint was not, however, ſo entire a one 
as to be of no effect. Maurits built a ft-ong fort op- 
poſite to Nizrweegen, which ſerved as a rendezvous to 


his army; and the ſoldiers, in alluſion to the blow 
hereby 
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hereby given to the Spaniards, called the fort Knodlen- 
burg *. 


Vzrpveo ſent ſome villains to attempt the life of 
earl Louis of Naſſau; but they were diſcovered, and 
two of them taken and executed. 


THz king of France, Henry IV. had beſieged Paris 
about this time, and reduced his rebellious eapital to 
the laſt extremity, A pound of bread was ſold for a 
crown; twelve thouſand people periſhed by famine; 
and eighteen deceaſed children were cooked and eat. 


To the relief of this gaſping town, Parma appear. 
ed, and obliged Henry to break up the ſiege. 


Tur ſtates profited by the abſence of their enemy, 
and raiſed large contributions. Lier was plundered, 
Hedel, Hemert, Creveceur, W and Ter Heyde, 


were taken, a 62 
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